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ionlan,! Africa announce diplomatic ties 

AMMAN fJ.T.) : — The Cabinet Tuesday adopted a decision 
to establish diplomatic relations between Jordan and Sooth 
Atria, the Jordan -News Agency, Petra, said. In Pretoria. 
Foreign Minister Pile Botha also saidS. Africa was establishing 
full diplomatic relations with Jordan, the first Arab country to 
do so with Pretoria. A brief statement from Mr. Botha said the 
two countries would set up embassies and exchange ambassa- 
dors soon. South Africa has in recent months pursued contact 
with- Arab states and currently has an interest office in 
Moroooo. A Foreign Ministry spokesman said Mr. Botha had 
-visited Egypt, Oman, Qatar and Jordan, while the Tunisian 
deputy foreign minister had recently visited South Africa. The 
spokesman said the establishment of relations with Jordan was 
a breakthrough as it was the “first time we would have a full 
embassy in an Arab country.*' 
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Worid Bank sets Palestinian needs at $5.5b 

!CUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The World Bank has assessed 
it $5.5 billion will be needed over 10 yean for thf public sector in 
Israeli-occupied territories, a Palestinian economist said Tuesday. 
Samir Abdullah, returning from a World Bank meeting in 
lington on the economy of the West Bank and Giza Strip, 
plained that the amount was “insufficient .** In May. the World 
nk estimated that the public and private sectors would each need S3 
billion in investments over 10 years. *The World Bank has reevalu- 
ated the amount of investments at the request of the Palestinians, 
particularly after the (autonomy) accord between Israel and the 
Palestinians,** Dr. Abdullah told AFP. “The new figure is not enough 
because our studies show that we will need Si 1.7 billion over seven 

S ars to develop the public and private sectors and for construction,” 
r. Abdullah said. He said more funds would be needed because of 
the expected return to the territories of Palestinian refugees who had 
lied in 1967. Dr. Abdullah said the World Bank had derided - to lend 
the Palestinians $50 million to be reimbursed over 40 years at an 
interest rate of 0.75 per cent. It has also offered to train Palestinian 
bankers (see related story on page 2). 
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PFLP, DFLP move 
towards unity 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Two 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) factions opposed to 
the autonomy deal with Israel 
are looking nto a possible 
reunification, a Palestinian' 
official here told AFP Tues- 
day. Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFUP) 
and the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) will over the next two 
weeks study formulas for 
reunification, said Daud 
Talhami of the DFLP's politic- 
al bureau. He said the proposal 
was raised at a meeting Sunday 
chaired by the leaden of the 
PFLP and DFLP, George 
Habash and Nayef Hawatmeh. 
Mr. Hawatmeh broke away 
from the PFLP more than 20 
years ago to form the DFLP. A 
member of the central commit- 
tee of the PLO’s main faction, 
Fateh, Hani A1 Hassan, has 
been in Damascus since Sun- 
day for talks with Palestinian 
opponents of the peace deal. 
He met separately with Dr. 
Habash and Mr. Hawatmeh to 
discuss ways to combat the 
autonomy deal, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Rabin sees change 
in PLO conduct 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said 
Tuesday that he had noticed a 
change in the behaviour of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) since it .signed a 
peace pact with Israel. “We 
have recognised the PLO, the 
PLO has changed it$ path, on 
paper at least, accord in g to its 
own obligations but-triso in the 
field,” Mr. Rabin told repor- 
ters during a. visit to the be- 
douin village of Zanrir in 
northern Israel. “We have wit- 
nessed the first signs of the 
change of behaviour,” the 
prime minister said. On Sun- 
day, Environment Minister 
Yossi Saiid said the PLO had 
stopped “all terrorist activity 
since the signing of the' 
accords.” The Palestinian 
armed group Fateh Hawks has 
said that the FLO has observed 
a ceasefire with Israel since 
Sept. 13. 

Israeli left-wing 
party chief in Tunis 

TUNIS (AFP) — Hanan Erez, 
the head of Israel's left-wing 
Mapam Party, arrived here 
Tuesday for talks with Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat on 
the autonomy accord, officials 
said. Latif Don, a Mapam offi- 
cial in charge of Arab affairs, 
said that Mr. Erez was in Tunis 
at the invitation of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) chairman. Walid 
Sadek, a Mapam member and 
Israeli deputy minister of agri- 
culture, was expected to join 
tbe delegation later Tuesday, 
said Mr. Don. They will dis- 
cuss with Mr. Arafat means of 
guaranteeing the success of the 
Israeli-PLO autonomy accord, 
Mr. Don said. Mapam. is one 
of the three components of the 
1 eft-wing. Meretz party, which 
holds 12 seats in parliament 
and has four ministers in the 
coalition government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. A 
Jewish-Arab party, Mapam 
has becn campaignmg for years 
for peace and supports the 
creation of an independent 
Palestinian state. 


Kuwait says Iraqis 
shot at border post 

KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait said 
Tuesday Iraqis had. fired. on 
one of its border posts and 
complained to the United Na- 
tions about the incident. The 
official Kuwait News Agency 
said the “extensive shooting" 
occurred Monday night and 
lasted for 20 minutes, “despite 
Kuwaiti warnings. ”It did not 
explain how the warning was 
conveyed or what kind of 
weapons were used in the 
alleged attack on the Umm 
Sudair outpost: The United 
Nations. Iraq-Kuwait Observa- 
tion Mission, which has been 
patrolling the disputed border 
since- shortly. after the end of 
the 1991 Gulf war, would not 
confirm the- shooting-.- 


Elections to be held as scheduled on Nov. 8 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Trines Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Parliamentary 
elections scheduled for Nov. 8 
will be held on time. Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Al Ma- 
jali announced Tuesday. 

“There are no extraordinary 
circumstances that warrant 
postponing tbe elections. We 
are keen on continuing with 
our democratic process and 
parliamentary life.” Dr. Majali 
told Al Ra’i and the Jordan 
Times. 

The Prime Minister pointed 
out, in a telephone interview, 
that His Majesty King Hussein 
has confirmed in every state- 
ment be made on tbe elections 
that there will be no going back 
from the democratic choice 
and participation in decision 
making. 

Eh-. Majali's announcement 
came late on Tuesday after 
senior officials had reportedly 
confirmed that the government 
had recommended postponing 
tbe polls to King Hussein. 

Minister of Information 
Ma’n Abu Nowar, however. 


had told the Jordan Times ear- 
lier that the Cabinet did not 
take a decision to recommend 
tiie postponement of the polls 
at its regular Cabinet meeting 
on Tuesday, as was claimed by 
news reports. 

The polls were widely ex- 
pected to be delayed after 
strong hints from King Hussein 
that such a decision was likely 
in fight of the new demog- 
raphic and political uncertain- 
ties created by the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO)-Israel deal on self-rule 
for the Palestinians. 

“There is a likelihood... of 
postponement for a limited 
period until matters dear up a 
little hit more and we know 
exactly where we all stand in 
the interest of the cohesion 
within tbe country,” the King 
told foreign reporters Satur- 
day. 

- Well-informed sources told 
tbe Jordan Times Sunday that 
a decision postponing the polk 
was expected Tuesday, one 
day before the deadline for 
government officials planning 
to contest the polls to submit 


• their resignations. 

Jordanians appeared divided 
down the middle on whether 
the elections should be post- 
poned. Proponents of putting 
off the polls have feared that 
the elections would degenerate 
into a referendum on the PLO- 
Israel deal. They also said the 
elections should be postponed 
until the future of Palestinian 
displaced persons in Jordan is 
known — whether they will 
stay in Jordan or return to the 
West Bank and become 
citizens of another political en- 
tity. 

Officials have said they 
would not allow Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin to vote both 
in parliamentary elections here 
and elections for a self-rule 
council in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The PLO- Israel accord sets 
July 1994 as the latest date for 
holding elections in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Political parties and figures 
who have supported holding 
the polls on the scheduled date 
have argued that disrupting tbe 
democratisation process by de- 


laying the elections would have 
damaged Jordan's image as a 
model of democracy in the 
Arab World. 

Arguing that democracy 
should not be halted every 
time a controversial issue 
emerged, they said a decision 
to put oft the polls would have 
disrupted democratic life. 

“The King never said the 
elections would be postponed. 
His Majesty has been carefully 
studying the situation and in 
the end decided the elections 
should be held on time,” Dr. 
Abu Nowar said. 

Analysts believe that the 
push for postponing the polk 
gathered considerable momen- 
tum when a coalition of politic- 
al forces promoted it for often 
differing reasons. 

The coalition included politi- 
cians opposed to the introduc- 
tion of the one-man, one-vote 
formula into the electoral pro- 
cess and deputies who stood to 
lose from it, opponents of the 
democratisation process, 
chauvinist Jordanian groups 
and politicians who believed 
that postponing the polls 


mm 



would best serve the interests 
of the country. 

While these groups made a 
legitimate argument for de- 
laying the polls, their reason- 
ing was outweighed by the 


arguments of those who said 
the elections should be held as 
scheduled, a political analyst 
said. 

Another important factor 
that pushed in favour of hold- 
ing the polk on time was the 
lack of a viable option for 
filling the constitutional gap 
that would have been created 
by tbe postponement of the 
elections, said one former 
member of Cabinet. 

Recalling the previous Par- 
liament would have presented 
a serious challenge to the gov- 
ernment, and forming a con- 
sultative council would have 
been seen as a step back in the 
democratisation process, an 
ex-senior official said. 

Some political forces have 
called for a change of govern- 
ment since the possibility of 
postponing the polls was first 
considered, with others 
arguing that the government 
should not continue to govern 
without a vote of confidence 
from Parliament. 

Analysts who spoke to the 
Jordan Times believe that Par- 
liament members, most of 


them opposed to the Cabinet 
and its policies, would have 
voted the Cabinet down had 
the Lower House been recalled 
into session. 

This fear of a clash with 
Parliament, they say, might 
have been among the major 
factors that tilted the decision 
in favour of holding the polls as 
scheduled. They say the gov- 
ernment would have faced 
strong opposition had the polls 
been delayed and the Cabinet 
continued to rule without a 
vote of confidence. 

Regional and international 
factors might have also played 
a role in producing the decision 
to hold the polls on the sche- 
duled date, analysts agree. 

They say that the reverbera- 
tions of what could have been 
seen as a halt in the democra- 
risation process might have in- 
fluenced the decision to hold 
the polk as scheduled. Region- 
al considerations might have 
also played a role in bringing 
about what many observers de- 
scribed as reversal from an 
earlier derision to postpone 
the polls. 


Prince Hassan heads for U.S. with 
message, will present Jordan’s view 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san beaded for the United 
States Tuesday carrying a mes- 
sage to President Bill Clinton 
from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. Jfe&id thejrisit$/asjg$rt 
of the close and continued con- 
tacts between King Hussein 
and President Clinton. 

An official announcement 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said that tbe Crown 
Prince would also deliver Jor- 
dan's address to the 48th ses- 
sion of the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York. 

“The visit would offer a 
good chance for conveying Jor- 
dan's views about different 
world issues,” Prince Hassan 
said in a departure statement 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Prince Hassan said his talks 
would be part of Jordan's poli- 
tical and diplomatic process in 
the current stage. 

He noted that his visit coin- 
cides with important events, 
the meetings of tbe World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
opening this week of donors 
meeting to . discuss means of 
supporting the Middle East 
peace process and cooperation 



among tbe countries of tbe 
region. 

Jordan is taking part in the 
conference of donor nations 
and is expected to secure 
pledges for S3 billion sought by 
the World Bank to rebuild the 
Palestinian economy in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The Clinton administration 
called for the conference after 
the signing on Sept. 13 in 
Washington of an agreement 
between Israel and the Pales- 


tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) which calk* for limited 
self-rule for Palestinians in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

“We hope that the meetings 
would give due attention to 
issues related to regional de- 
velopment and humanitarian 
and population issues at the 
regional level,” Prince Hassan 
said. 

“It is hoped that questions of 
development and investment 
for a peace would not be strict- 
ly confined to the occupied 
lands." he added. 

Referring to Jordan's re- 
sponsibilities and sacrifices, he 
said that since 1948 the King- 
dom had been seeking peace 
and contributing towards all 
peaceful policies on condition 
that peace should be compre- 
hensive and should deal with 
all humanitarian aspects of 
peace in this region where Jor- 
dan offered so many sacrifices. 

Prince Hassan, who is 
accompanied by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath, was 
seen oft at the airport by mem- 
bers of the royal family and 
senior offidak including Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Al Ma- 
jali as well as the U.S. and 
British charge d'affaires in 
Amman. 


Shevardnadze blasts Russia, 
pledges to retake Sukhumi 


Combined agency dispatches 

TBILISI, Georgia — In a he- 
ated news conference Tuesday, 
Geoigian leader Eduared She- 
vardnadze blamed Russia for 
allowing a key city to be cap- 
tured by Abkhazian separat- 
ists, pledged to retake it and 
accused rebels of committing 
atrocities during the city’s fall. 

Monday's seizure of Sukhu- 
mi, a provincial capital, was 
die Abkhazian fighters’^ most 
stunning success in their 13- 
month battle for independ- 
ence. Sukhumi's loss could en- 
courage dvfl wars by ethnic 
minorities across Georgia and 
possibly the former Soviet Un- 
ion. 

“My conviction is that the 
plan for the occupation of 
Sukhumi has been drawn up in 
Russian headquarters,” the 
former Soviet foreign minister 
told reporters in Tbilisi, the 
Georgia capital after arriving 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who had 
personally led the failed Geor- 
gian defence of Sukhumi, had 
to flee for his life after the dty 
fell. 

At the news conference, he 
said General Mikhail Kolesni- 
kov, the Russian chief-of-staff, 
had predicted the day that 
Sukhumi would. felt on televi- 
sion. “He only made a mistake 


by a few days,” Mr. Shevard- 
nadze said. 

He accused Abkhazian 
forces of carrying out atrocities 
as they took the Black Sea 
port. “As soon as they entered 
the city, they executed scores 
of officials, policemen and 
ordinary citizens,” Mr. She- 
vardnadze said. 

One of the reported victims 
was Zhnli Shartava, prime 
minister of the pro-Georgian 
government in Abkhazia. 
Georgian intelligence offidak 
say Mr. Shartava was captured 
during the takeover of Sukhu- 
mi and executed. 

Mr. Shevardnadze vowed 
that Georgia would recapture 
Sukhumi even if it could not be 
done in his lifetime. 

“We must get Sukhumi 
back,” he told the news confer- 
ence, “If this generation is 
unable to do so, tbe next gen- 
eration will do it anyway.” 

Mr. Shevardnadze described 
the rebel capture of the dty on 
Monday, after an 11-day siege, 
as a great moral and political 
blow to his Transcaucasian na- 
tion. 

. “Imperial thinking and im- 
perial practices are Still alive,*' 
Kir. Shevardnadze said. “We 
are a half-starving country. We 
have been brought to our 
knees, but the Georgians will 


nut Kited any longer.” 

Meanwhile, Russia accused 
Abkhazian rebels of violating a 
ceasefire by seizing Sukhumi 
but also said it was “perplex- 
ing” that Mr. Shevardnadze 
had blamed his forces' defeat 
on Moscow. 

A foreign ministry statement 
said Russia viewed the capture 
of the Black Sea resort with 
high casualties “with bitterness 
and incomprehension.” It said 
Moscow had done ail it couid 
to separate the two sides and 
maintain peace in the region. 

“The Abkhazian side did not 
heed Russian demands to stop 
the movement of troops ana 
immediately launch discussion 
of measures to restore the 
ceasefire," said the statement, 
read at a briefing by spokes- 
man Georgy Karasin, 

"Relying on force is not the 
way of the future. Tbe 
boomerang of force always 
comes back.” 

But Mr. Karasin dismissed 
Mr. Shevardnadze's suggesti- 
on that Russia had foiled to 
take sufficient action to pre- 
vent bloodshed in die region. 

“The anti-Russian tone of 
statements by the Georgian 
leadership, including bead of 
state Eduard Shevardnadze, is 
perplexing and alarming,” it 
said. 


Peres urges Syria to make peace 


Combined agency dispatches 

UNITED NATIONS — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
on Tuesday vowed that Israel 
would make its agreement with 
the Palestinians “a permanent 
success” and extended the 
olive branch to Syria and other 
Arab states. 

In the past, Arab delegates 
were conspicuously absent 
whenever an Israeli leader 
addressed the General Assem- 
bly. 

But on Tuesday, in an 
atmosphere reflecting tbe new 
optimism about peace in the 
Middle East, there was a frill 
bouse, including the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) envoy. 

Mr. Peres was greeted by 
polite applause from the dele- 


gates, but his speech to the 
General Assembly was briefly 
interrupted by two women de- 
monstrators in the visitors’ gal- 
lery. 

Tbe women, apparently 
Jewish, shouted their opposi- 
tion to the Israel-PLO accord 
as a threat to Jews, before 
being -quickly removed by 
security guards. 

Mr. "Peres said Israel was 
“determined to make tbe 
agreement with tbe Palesti- 
nians into a permanent suc- 
cess. Israel would consider an 
economic suer ess of tbe 
Palestinians as r rough it were 
its own.” 

Mr. Peres said Israel was 
determined to make peace 
with Syria, and asked if 
Damascus was ready to re- 
ciprocate. 


“Yet we must ask the Syrian 
leadership if it has chosen 
peace, why does it refuse to 
meet openly?” he said. 

“If Syria is aiming at the 
Egyptian fruits of peace, it 
must follow the process that 
led to it,” Mr. Peres said. 
“Both of us have to look ahead 
and realise that the.-Ch neats of 
war are no more than an illu- 
sion that one can return to an 
unbearable past.” 

Mr. Peres reiterated that 
Israel has no territorial claims 
or political ambitions in Leba- 
non. 

“We pray, together with 
many Lebanese, that their 
country will no longer be a 
backyard for troublemakers," 
Mr. Peres said. 

He urged Lebanon to reject 
Hizbollah, the Iranian-backed 


Party of God, and choose 
genuine sovereignty and a real 
chance of peace and security. 

“Lebanon does not need a 
licence to regain its independ- 
ence, and Lebanon should not 
postpone its return to a ba- 
lanced policy,” Mr. Peres said. 

Concerning Jordan, which 
has agreed on an agenda -for a 
peace agreement with Israel, 
he said both have already 
agreed on many complicated 
issues “and there is no doubt 
we can complete the story ful- 
ly.” 

“There is no doubt we can 
offer tbe people of both sides 
of the (Jordan) River full 
peace. The Dead Sea can be- 
come a spring of new life,” he 
said. 

(Continued on page 10) 


Yeltsin flexes police 
muscles against rebels 


■ Combined agency <ng«i fi i M 

MOSCOW — Hundreds of 
armed, helmeted riot police 
surrounded the Russian parlia- 
ment Tuesday as the govern- 
ment gave hardliners holed up 
inside an ultimatum to end 
their occupation. 

Senior police officers used 
loudspeakers to broadcast the 
order to surrender in 24 hours 
as President Boris Yeltsin's 
government mounted its big- 
gest show of force yet against 
hardliners who have occupied 
parliament for a week. The 
ultimatum expires around 0800 
GMT Wednesday. 

Dozens of guards and volun- 
teers inside the parliament 
complex piled rocks and man- 
ned barricades as commanders 
barked orders. Russian Ortho- 
dox priests in flowing black 
robes blessed the defenders 
with crosses. 

“Motherland or death,” the 
parliament supporters 
chanted. 

Some of those inside the 
parliament used loudspeakers 
to urge police to defect, but 
their appeals were ignored. 
Both sides watched each other 
warily in pouring rain. 

At least 2,000 riot police 
were deployed around the 
building, stopping anyone 
from entering but allowing 
people already inside to leave 
if they wished. Police used 
trucks and barbed wire to 
block roads leading to parlia- 
ment. 

It was not dear if the mas- 
sive show of force would lead 
to violence or if the govern- 
ment was stepping up the 
psychological war of nerves 
with the hardliners inside the 
parliament. 

Police commanders at par- 
liament told reporters they 
might storm the building if the 
defenders did not surrender 
their weapons. First 
Prime Minister Vladimir 


Shumeiko said the government 
wanted the building cleared. 
“No one needs this hotbed of 
tension,” he said. 

But Mr. Yeltsin's press 
spokesman, Vyacheslav Kosti- 
kov, said the government had 
no plans to attack the parlia- 
ment building. 

Parliamentary Speaker Rus- 
lan Khasbulatov vowed to 
keep up his defiance of Yelt- 
sin's order to disband. 

“They want to turn us into 
something of a closed concen- 
tration camp,” Mr. Khasbula- 
tov said in an interview broad- 
cast on the U.S. television net- 
work CNN from inside the 
parliament. 

The increased security 
underlined Mr. Yeltsin’s re- 
solve to end the week-long 
stand-off as support from Rus- 
sian regions for his Sept. 21 
decree dissolving parliament 
and calling new elections con- 
tinued to waver. 

Mr. Khasbulatov said he and 
his followers could keep up 
their opposition to the pres- 
idential decree for another six 
weeks even though the 
parliament building has 
been deprived of water, elec- 
tricity and telephone com- 
munication. 

The speaker reiterated 
warnings of an imminent 
assault on the White House. 

About 200 anti-Yeltsin de- 
monstrators continued to stage 
their protest outside the parlia- 
ment building despite a down- 
pour of rain and cold tempera- 
tures. Many more protesters 
sought shelter inside the be- 
sieged building. 

About SO tanker trucks 
blocked adjacent streets to the 
Parliament at two locations as 
security troops used louds- 
peakers to convince armed 
guards and deputies barricaded 
inside to give up their rebel- j 
Hon. 


Israel to start pullout 
Dec. 1; Arafat due Jan. 1 


Combined agency dispatches 

JERICHO , occupied West 
Bank — Israeli troops will start 
withdrawing from Jericho and 
the Gaza Strip on Dec. 13, and 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Ctidirman Yasser 
Arafat will arrive on Jan. 1, a 
Palestinian negotiator said 
Tuesday. 

“We have a well defined 
time frame with a thousand 
things to do,” negotiator Saeb 
Erelcat said of the four-month 
deadline to begin im- 
plementing the Sept. 13 Israel- 
PLO agreement. 

Tbe accord signed in 
Washington grants limited self- 
rule to Palestinians in parts of 
the occupied territories, Gaza 
and Jericho, with a view to 
widening the arrangement and 
later negotiating a broader 
peace settlement. 

The PLO has already rented 
a hotel in Jericho for a head- 
quarters and would also take 
over a large building currently 


used by the Israeli militat 
government. Dr. Erekat sail 

He was interviewed by tk 
Associated Press in his Jericfi 
home the day before he was 1 
leave for Tunis with six othi 
negotiators to discuss the trai 
sition to autonomy. 

Two new Palestinian 1 negc 
dating teams were expected t 
be chosen during the meeting 
with Mr. Arafat, replacing th 
current delegation that ha 
conducted peace talks i 
Washington, Palestinian negc 
tiators said. 

One group will negotiate th 
extent and timing of Israel 
planned withdrawal fror 
Jericho and Gaza. The othe 
will deal with the authoritie 
being assumed by Palestinian 
over areas such as education 
health, social welfare, direi 
taxes and tourism. 

Israel and the Palestinian 
have not agreed on many de 
tails for implementing th 

(Continued on page 3) 


Marriot Jr. visits Jordan 


AMMAN — Marriott Jr., 
chairman and president of 
the board of Marriott Cor- 
poration worldwide, accom- 
panied by his wife; Karl Kill- 
burgh, regional vice- 
president Europe, Middle 
East and Africa, and Harry 
Bosschaart. vice-president 
Middle East, arrived in Am- 
man yesterday as part of a 
European and Middle East- 
ern tour which includes 
Athens, Amman, Jeddah and 
Riyadh. 

Mr. Marriott was greeted 
by Richard Lyon, general 
manager of the Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel, and other mem- 
bers of the executive commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Marriott will be hold- 
ing a press conference on 



Wednesday Sept. 29 at the 
Amman Marriott Hotel. 






Middle East News 



World bank hopes to be 
major lender in Mideast 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The World Bank topes to 
be a major lender to spur 
development in the Israeli* 
occupied Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, the bane's manag- 
ing director, Lewis Preston, 
said Monday. 

Mr. Preston would not say 
how much the bank would lend 
to the area, but said the bank 
wanted to be a significant len- 
der and planned to send a 
mission there in about 10 days. 

Meanwhile at the United 
Nations in New York, French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
and Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said they were 
examining the issue of econo- 
mic aid to help the Middle East 
peace process. 

One option might be to have 
a multilateral task force on 
economic development in the 
peace process oversee the aid 
distribution. Mr. Juppe said. 

The task force could be 
backed with a group of experts 
and help from the World Bank 
and European Investment 
Bank, he said. 

Aid to help the peace pro- 
cess is expected to be discussed 
Tuesday by European Com- 
munity (EC) foreign ministers 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher in 
Washii»ton, Mr. Juppe said. 

Mr. Preston said there were 
“technical obstacles** to such 
lending because “they are not 
yet members of the Bretton 
Woods institutions,” referring 
to the meeting that established 
the post-Worid War II monet- 
ary system. But he said he was 
confident “this can be over- 
come.” 

Mr. Preston was speaking 
after a day-long meeting of the 
joint development committee 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank. 

In its final statement, the 
24- nation ministerial commit- 
. tee welcomed the contribution 
made by the hank to the Mid- 
dle East peace process “in pre- 
paring die ground for a coor- 
dinated programme of finan- 
cial support for Gaza and the 
West Bank." 

Norway's prime minister 
said at the United Nations on 
Monday that international eco- 
nomic aid is vital to ensure that . 
the Israel-PLO agreement can 
be built on to ensure lasting 
peace. 

“We would fail abysmally in 
our duties should we falter now 
in our efforts to support the 
process of prying peace out of 
the knot of conflict,” Gro Har- 
lem Bnmddand told the U.N. 
General Assembly- 

Norway acted as mediator in 


secret talks which culminated 
in a breakthrough agreement 
earlier this month on Palesti- 
nian autonomy in the occupied 
territories. 

But “now we must answer to 
the clarion call and mobilise 
our collective political and 
.financial resources to help 
move the peace process for- 
ward,” Mr. Brundtland said. 

Israefi view 

The West Bank and Gaza 
need critical funds and the 
international community 
should assemble S50 million to 
S100 million in the next few 
months to get jbe rebuilding, 
effort under way, a senior 
Israeli official said. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
will shortly bt^in talks to forge 
the economic foundation to 
their political agreement but 
Jacob Frenkel, governor of the 
central bank of Israel, said that 
help for the territories is badly 
needed in the short term. 

“From S50 million to S100 
million will need to be channel- 
led within the next few 
months,” Mr. Frenkel told 
Reuters in an interview. 

Formerly director of re- 
search at the IMF, Mr. Frenkel 
was in Washington to attend 
the annual meetings of the 
IMF and World Bank, which 
begin on Tuesday. 

He said the talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
were crucial and will establish 
the economic framework for 
Gaza and the West Bank for 
the next five years. 

“It is my belief that the 
economic uplifting cannot take 
place without continuing a 
strong econ om ic vdatiomUp 
between Israel and the territor- 
ies." Mr. Frankel said. 

The agreement has focused 
an economic searchlight on the 
Mideast, as foreign investors 
seek ways to benefit from the 
accord and governments dis- 
close new economic commit- 
ments to the iqioo. 

“In general the entire region 
stands to benefit significantly 
from the peaceprocess.” Mr. 
Frenkel said, “what we know 

investment in general and 
foreign investment in particu- 
lar are very sensitive to the 
political climate.” 

He said there had already 
been extraordinary foreign in- 
terest and “(I) have no doubt 
that this improved geopolitical 
picture will fundamentally 
change the interest of world 
investors.” 

At the same time, he urged 
gover nm ents that have made 
commitments to finance re- 
building the territories to keep 


their word. “We have seen in 
the past that there was some 
slippage from one stage to the 
next," Mr. Frenkel said. 

Mr. Frenkel said the upcom- 
ing negotiations would centre 
on labour movements, trade 
relations, taxation and admi- 
nistration, monetary and bank- 
ing supervision. 

Although the outline will 
emerge from the talks, be said 
he expected significant num- 
bers of Palestinians to work in 
Israel and for trade between 
the areas to occur with a mini- 
mum of interference. 

Asked whether the territor- 
ies should print their own cur- 
rency, be said that this would 
not be a good idea at this stage 
in their development, “it is 

very Important to have a stable 
ana well functioning monetary 
system if you want to encour- 
age investment,” he said. 

As far as Israel is concerned,, 
'he said the country would have 
to be very sensitive to infla- 
. as investment 
ig to the region, 
country has mounted a 
campaign to bring inflation 
down to what be called “west- 
ern levels,” and Mr. Frenkel 
said this effort would continue 
and should be successful. 

“So while I recognise the 
danger, I don’t think it is a law 
of nature that accelerated 


economic activity must gener- 
ate inflation,” lie said. 


PLO to send five-man 
team to aid conference 


The PLO will dispatch a 
five-man team to Washington 
next month to attend the inter- 
national conference to gather 
funds for Palestinian auton- 
omy, Palestinian officials said 
Tuesday. 

The team will be led by 
Yasser Abed Rabbo. a mem- 
ber of the PLO's decision- 
making Executive Committee. 

He will be accompanied by 
Nabil Shaath, an advisor to 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, eco- 
nomist Yousef Sayegh. peace 
negotiator Samir Abdullah and 
the organisation’s representa- 
tive in Canada, Hassan Abdul 
Rahman.. 

The United States has offi- 
cially invited the PLO to 
attend the meeting which it is 
sponsoring. 

The invitation was handed 
last week to Mahmoud Abbas, 
who signed the PLO- Israel 
autonomy accord at the White 
House of Sept. 13, by U.S. 
ambassador to Tunisia John 
McCarthy. 


NEW DOORS: Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres (left) speaks with African National 
Congress (ANC) President Nelson Mandela 
Monday during a courtesy caH. Mr. Peres 


addressed the U.N. General Assembly Tues- 
day. Daring the me eti n g Mr. Mandela offend 
his c o ng ra te la li ong on the recent Israel-PLO 
autonomy accord (AFP) 


Kenyan police commit rape, other 
crimes against Somali refugees 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Thousands of Somali refugees 
have been raped, robbed or 
killed in Kenyan camps — 
many at the hands of govern- 
ment security forces — and the 
United Nations has not done 
enough to prevent it, a human 
rights group says. 

“The sufferings of these re- 
fugees are the forgotten part of 
the Somali tragedy,” the Lon- 
don-based African Rights 
group said in a report for re- 
lease Tuesday. “While the Ke- 
nyan government is ultimately 
responsible for these abuses, 
the United Nations high com- 
missioner for refugees has also 
failed to ensure the protection 
of the refugees.” 

The 54-page report high- 
lights what has become a 
much-discussed problem in the 
violent, sparsely populated 
northeast sector of Kenya over 
the last year. Bandits roam the 
countryside robbing, killing 
and hijacking relief < 
and private cars. 

They also attack refugee 
camps, stealing, beating and 
killing people and raping 
women. About 340.000 Somali 
refugees live in camps in 
Kenya, the vast majority in the 
northeast sector. 

Previous reports from vic- 
tims and international obser- 
vers also have charged Kenyan 
security forces with committing 
some of the crimes. 

But the U.N. refugee agem 
cy’s spokesman iff Nairobi,. 
Panos Moumtzis. said Monday 
that African Rights' report ex- 
aggerates the problem, uses 
inflated statistics and is not 


convoys 


well-balanced. 

For instance, Tuesday's re- 
port says thousands of women 
have been raped at the camps, 
most by bandits but many by 
Kenyan police or soldiers. Mr. 
Moumtzis said that although 
only 200 cases have been re- 
ported, the United Nations be- 
lieves as many as 2.000 women 
have been raped — seven of 
those by Kenyan security men. 

The report says dozens of 
male refugees have been killed 
by security forces, while Mr. 
Moumtzis says it is ”a few.” 

The report says no police or 
army officer has been charged 
in the cases. Mr. Moumtzis 
says cases have not been pub- 
licly prosecuted but have been 
taken to military court, where 
in one instance a 30-man police 
unit was transferred out of the^ 
area and new personnel 
brought in. 

The report recommends that- 
Kenya’s government prosecute 
security men who have com- 
mitted crimes against refugees, 
set up a special protection unit 
for refugees, increase security 
at camps and stop forced repat- 
riations. 

It recommends that the Un- 
ited Nations create a special 
office to hear refugee com- 
plaints, look into ways of giv- 
ing women special protection 
and take legal action against 
* Kenyan security men sus- 
pected in crimes against re- 
fugees. 

Mr. Moumtzis acknow- 
ledged that a U.N. programme 
for rape victims has suffered 


from lack of interest and fund- 
ing by nations asked to donate 
to it. After receiving poor re- 
sponse earlier this, year for a 
proposed $2 million victim 
assistance programme, U.N. 
officials have decided to re- 
duce their request by half and 
make a special appeal begin- 
ning Friday for Si million to 
pay for gynecologists, lawyeis 
and other services for the 
women. 

African Rights is a small, 
newly organised group that 
broke away several months ago 
from the larger and more 
established African Watch, 
which also is expected to re- 
lease a report on conditions at 
the camps soon. 

The -report said: "There 
is an epidemic of rape in the 
refugee camps. In the five 
nights spent by (group co- 
director) Alex de Waal in three 
camps, 22 women reported 
having been raped. Most were 
gang rapes and often the 
women were severely beaten 
as well.” 

‘‘Contrary to Kenyan gov- 
ernment claims, policemen are 
responsible for many of these 
rapes.” 

It quoted a Somali rape vic- 
tim, a 21-year-old mother it did 
not name, as saying: “Every 
time the police raped me they 
got a cloth and rubbed my 
body before the next raped 
me. The force they were using 
and the harsh material was 
scratching my body.” 

Africa Rights said that the 
330,000 Somali refugees in 
Kenya were the forgotten part 
of Somalia's tragedy. 


Golan settlers — some plan to move out , others digin 


By Ron Kampeas 

The Associated Press 

KATZRIN. Occupied Golan 
Heights — Nona Sadot left a 
career as an accountant to 
open a perfumery called 
“Dreams" in this Golan 
Heights town. 

Now, like many of the 
12.000 Jewish settlers in the 
Golan, she sees the return of 
the territory to Syria as in- 
evitable. and plans to aban- 
don the scent of “Dreams]' to 
move back to Israel. 

Few settlers disagreed that 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was moving closer to 
compromise with Syria after 
his agreement with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) earlier this month. 

But some were digging in. 
“I won't move.” said house- 
wife Ramona Bar-Lev. 

Th e 1 ,440-sq ua re 
kilometres territory, seized 


from Syria in the 1967 
Mideast war. was once consi- 
dered sacrosanct to Israelis. 
They saw the Heights' van- 
tage, used by the Syrians to 
shell Israel's northern towns 
prior to 1967, as crucial to 
security. 

Countless memorials to fal- 
len soldiers in the 1967 and 
1973 wars dot the landscape, 
giving the Golan a deep emo- 
tional resonance for Israelis. 
It is also home to 12,000 
Druze. the remnants of the 
100,000 Syrians who lived in 
the Golan Heights before 
1967. 

Ms. Sadot, 35. is con- 
cerned more for future gen- 
erations that past and is ready 
to move. 

“Peace is worth anything. I 
have two young sons. 9 and 
11." she said, their future 
compulsory military service 
understood. “1 don't want to 
be a mourning mother.” 


The 1991 Gulf war, during 
which Iraq shelled central 
Israel with nearly 40 Scud 
missiles, convinced many 
Israelis that, with modem 
weapons systems, territory 
was not the buffer it mice 
was. 

Some already are lobbying 
for favourable terms of de- 
parture — such as govern- 
ment compensation. 

“The best evacuation 
possible” is the slogan for 
garage owner Shmuel 
Nahmani's single-issue cam- 
paign for local council elec- 
tions on Nov. 2. “If we have 
to go, we have to go,” he 
said. 

Udi Margalit, of the com- 
mittee of Golan Settlements, 
is not ready to accept a deal, 
with Syria. “They want- it 
all ” be said. 

Golan settlers, unlike their 
counterparts in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, are 


for the most part not passion- 
ate ideologues. Mr. Rabin 
was the top vote-getter in the 
Golan, and even hardliners 
such as Mr. Margalit say their 
claim to the land is not based 
on the Bible. 

“This is not part of the 
Biblical land of Israel,” said 
Mr. Margalit, an accountant 
who set up bouse in Katzrin 
as soon as the town was 
established in 1977. 

Mr. Margalit, who spends 
his free time raising money 
for the 33 Golan Settlements, 
describes his fight as “ex- 
istential.” protecting the 
quiet lifestyle he cherishes. 
He lost his leg fighting in the 
Golan Heights in the 1973 
war and he rites the freedom 
his children enjoy running 
through the streets at night. 

Across the street from Mr. 
Margalit’s own home, a row 
of new houses stands empty. 
A push by settlers to sell 


- property on the Golan was 
"made last year after Mr. 
Rabin expressed willingness 
to make “concessions” to the 
Syrians last year, but it went 
nowhere. 

Mr. Rabin’s government 
has said it will halt new in- 
vestment in the Golan, 
formerly a priority area. 

But Uri Meir, the director 
of the Golan Development 
Company, is not put off. Pri- 
vate investors still get priority 
tax breaks, like a 10-year tax 
deferment, or grants of up to 
38 per cent of the investment, 
he said. 

So what does he see as the 
outcome that is so encourag- 
ing? Israeli settlers could be 
allowed to stay as part of a 
settlement. 

“The Golan could 


have remained loyal to Syria 
during 26 years under Israeli 
control, are hopeful the 
peace means a return to full 
Syrian control. 

“We are eagerly, longingly 
looking to raising our Syrian 
flags when the Palestinians 
raise theirs," said Samih 
Ayoub, a bookshop owner in 
the town of Majdal Shams. 

Hana Shahaf hopes she 
never has to give up her 
corner of devotion: The 
museum of the Golan, 
through which she guides 
visitors. 

The artifacts bear Hebrew 
writing over 1,500 years old 
but easily legible Ho-, any 
Israeli child. They telj the 
story of Jewish settlement be- : 
fore and after the destitution 


Id be a of a Jewish temple in 70 A.D. 

free-trade zone,' a nice little can't] think of leaving," 

Dam as 1 rife said. “The only thing I 


canton on the way -to 
cus,” he predicted. 

Many of the Druze, who 


can do is to hide' 
the sand. 
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Peres: Arafat made last-minute threat • 

NEW YORK (AP) — Minutes before he was to sign the 
Israeli-Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) peace agreed 
ment, Yasser Arafat threatened to go home unless the Israelis 
changed the accord’s wording, Israel’s foreign minister said; 
Monday. Shimon Peres said that an emissary from the PLO; 

came to him and made die demand on Sept. 13, just 30- 
minutes before the White House signing ceremony. Mr.: 
Arafat wanted the agreement to refer to the Palestinian ^ 
delegation as tfae PLO instead of the “Palestinian team.^f 
Israel had until recently refused to negotiate with the PLO. Ai 
joke helped turn things around, Mr. Feres said on CNN’s! 
Lariy King live talk show. “I said tell us what time Arafat s; 
going bad: home, because we would like to buy some gifts far- 
our children before we ...leave."* the Israeli said, adding that: 
he delivered the line “with a smile.” “At the last moment we! 
worked out a compromise," Mr. Peres said, without elaborat-, 
mg. Mr. Peres said he then agreed to pen in the change, but 
that the Palestinians insisted it be typed in. “Well, we typed ft: 
down and we signed,” Mr. Peres said. After the behrod-tbe-. 
scenes showdown, the signing ceremony conducted by Presi-; 
dent Bfll Clinton went smoothly. y; 

Kach threatens to attack Palestinian policemen it ■ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — The anti-Arab KaA‘. 
movement vowed Monday to kill Palestinian poticemeh,; 
claiming Muslim fundamentalists are infiltrating their ranks- to; 
obtain weapons and attack Jews. “We don't know who thefe -L ,.^ 
Palestinian police will really represent,” said Noam Feder- 
man, a Kach leader. "In our eyes they are all terrorists.” He: 1 ^ 
told the Associated Press that Kach activists have been 
instructed to attack Palestinian policemen. Many Kadi mem- 
bers live in the occupied West Bank and they are generally 
armed. “If there is a need we will kill them,” Mr. Federman ! 
added, ferae! Radio broadcast Kacb's threat after reports that; 
Hamas activists planned to sneak into the Palestinian police- 
force. Over 24,000 Palestinians have registered for training in. 
a Palestinian police force that is to be deployed in the occupied. 
Gaza Strip and West Bank in accordance with the Israel- 
Pales tinian autonomy agreement. 

‘Libya should give league seat to Israel' ~ 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya should give up its seat in the Arab 
League in favour of Israel following the signing in Washington 
of die Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO)- Israel accord' 
on limited Palestinian autonomy, a Libyan daily said on 
Monday. “Ever since an Arab hand warmly shook an Israeli 
hand ...the Arabs have dosed ranks to bring down the walls r 
which surround Israel,” A1 Shams said in a commentary^ : 
mocking the Arab-Israeti rapprochement. PLO leader Yasser^ 
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin sealed the; 
signing of die accord with a handshake at a White House 
ceremony on Sept. 13. A1 Shams said the Arabs were also' 
united in supporting U.N. sanctions imposed on Libya Iasi 
year, over its future to cooperate in investigations into plane 
bombings. As a result, the newspaper said, the Libyans “wto 
have long fought for Arab unity must make a sacrifice so that 
the Arabs can reap the fruits of their reunion with the dear 
(Jewish) cousin.” Libya must give up its seat in the Arab- 
League and give it to die Jewish state, the paper said. 

Militant leader among Skilled In Algeria 

ALGIERS (AP) — An Islamic militant leader sought by 
police for nearly two years was among eight people killed in' 
political violence over the weekend, security forces reported 
late Monday. Authorities said Houmet Mohammad Atezki,- 
betieved to be an associate of the - jailed leaders of the 
outlawed Islamic Salvation Front, was-shot dead by security 
forces Saturday in a forest near Tizi Ouzou, about 100 
kilometres east of Algiers. Fourother Islamic fundamentalists- 
reportedly were killed by security forces Sunday in Ouled 
Aissa, near Algiers. In three separate attacks Saturday in- 
different parts of the country, two police officers and a civilian 
were killed by unidentified gunmen, security forces said. More 4|: 
than 2,000 people have died since the government cancelled' " 
elections in January 1992 that the fundamentalists were 
expected to win. Military commanders launched a crackdown 
on the fundamentalists, which triggered a backlash of assas- 
sinations and bombings- Authorities said Mr. Arezid was 
suspected of commanding some of the militants who have 


r 


carried out repeated attacks on security forces and prominent. 
Algerians. v 

BJL refuses to fly high-risk Rushdie 

LONDON (AFP) — British Airways, which bills itself “the 
world's favourite airline,” refuses to cany British authoj 
Salman Rushdie, who has been in hitting since 1989, Mr2 
Rushdie told the Guardian newspaper Tuesday. The author 
was sentenced to death in 1989 by Iran's late spiritual leaded 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini after his controversial novijj- ( 
“The Satanic Verses” was judged by Muslims to be blaspfa^ ■ 
moos. “This has been going on for two years. They have ■ 
gambled that I would not make it public, but now you have ari 
situation where an innocent citizen is being denied passage by^ 
his country's national airline.” he told the paper. Mr. Rushdie' 
said tiie British government had on three occasions asked 
B.A. to change its policy and the airline had refused each; 
time. B.A. said it had decided after “very careful considera:' 
tion” that it was simply too dangerous to cany him. “While wgl 
have, every sympathy with Mr. Rushdie’s difficulties with, 
overseas travel, our ultimate responsibility is the safety and. 
security of our customers and our staff,” said a spokesman.’ 
The paper said Mr. Rushdie was regarded by special branch - 
police as the person in Britain most at risk by virtue of having! 
been threatened by foreign governments rather than terrorist- Z 


r « — - — — “Thfre is a system of assessing levels’ of threat 
and there are a number of people on the same level as I am. 
jAre there any other people who B.A. refuses to cany?” Mr. 

1 Rushdie asked. The author, who last week won the prestigious* 
Bpoker Prize for his novel Midnight's Children, accused the 
| airline of being the “fellow travellers of Iran by enforcing the 
I fatwa (religious decree).” 
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CHURCHES 

M. Mary uf Nazareth Church Svrcilkh. 
Td X|»»7d0 

tucmbUrs of God Church, Tel 

si. JtKCph Church Tc> 624$9il. 
Church of lb* An n unc ia ting Td. 
fjTT-WJ} 

IV la SaBr Church Td. 66175? 
Ttnusancta Church Td 6223*6 
Church of the \antmcfattai Td. 


623541. 

AaxBoM Church Td. A308SI. Td. 
628543. 

Armenia* Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Anataha Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Chan* Td. 771751. 
Amman international Church Td. 

652526. 

EWasqccfiad Lsthcras Church Td: 

824328. 

GenuMMpenUnft B miigB c n i Coo* 
Kngatfaa Td: 684195 
The Church of Jem Christ of Latter. 
Day Saints Td. 823824. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Td675Wl. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department at 
Motv-protoji . 

Relative weather conditions will pre- 
vail and wind* will be northwesterly 
light lo moderate. In Aqrtu. winch will 
he northerly active and son calm, 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 16/29 

Aqaha 22 /35 

Dcvcrt* ... 13/32 

Jordan Valley 21/36 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man IS. Aqaba 34 Humidity readings: 


Amman 21 per cent. Aqaba 22 per 
ccm. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Or. Hishaffl Ka‘an 

Dr. Walid AIMauj 

Dr. Said Ah 

Dr. Mohammad Shuqair 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcnfows pharmacy 

Al Ascma pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

ShmcKani pharmacy 

Nairoujh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 


RBfD: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu ., 
Al QiHfc pharmacy . 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Farah H&mdan 
Khalifch pharmacy 


.790276 
.675485 
.788285 
. 652693 
. 661912 
.778336 
■ 637055 
.623672 
.636730 
. 644945 
.637660 
623672 
.847632 


.... l—l 
.... (-) 


.987725 

.985417 



emergencies 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Cnhl Defense Immediate 

Book 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,631111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PaUic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints OT58U0 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

[directory assistance) I2i 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

62310] 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 



RJ Flight information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Aran.... 64244112 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcbani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafrch 775111/26 

Army.§Marka 891611/15 

Quern Alia Hospital 602240/50 

ZARQ* 

ZarqaCowt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSuaKoyicai (09)986732 

" Hiluta Modem Hospital (09)WQWQ 

1KB Q>: 

Princess Basna Hospital (02)275555 

Creek Catholic Hamid (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nates Hospital (021247100 

AQABA* 

Princes Hays Hospital ... (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This i nformation is suppBcd try Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Afia International 
Airport Tel. (08)532003, where it 
should always 6c verified. 


arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

•wo 

1040 
(RIO 
IfcSB 
17:35 
17:55 
(845 
1&30 
1&30 
1*10 
19:10 
Ifc40 
23*9 


Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Jcddab(RJ) 

Lanaca(RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

. London (RJ) 


Frankfurt (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 
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Uppcr/towcr price in Of per kg. 

•Apple 75«6Sir 

Banana 6QQ 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Beans 750/650 

Cabbage. 130/70 

Carrot 400/307 

Caultflowcr 280/200. 

Cuonobcis (large) j..... 160/80 

Cucumbers (small) 320/230" 

Eggplant 280 / 200 

KT; - 260/200 

Gatfie : 950 / 750 

Grapes 360000 

Gww 600/450 

Lemon — .1... 240/ 180 

Marrow (large) 200/H9 

Marrow (snail) 420/320 

Mulukhia 220/120 

Okra .... 1OOO0QO 

Onioofdry) 250/ 180' 

Pepper (hot) 260/ M0 

Pepper (sweet).- 300 / 250 

4501 350 

Tomato 13V90 

Sweet mefam 250/180 

Watermelon zavihO 
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MEETING 1 LIBYAN ENVOY: HvMidesty 
|jng Hussein Tuesday receives tfi Libyan 
Representative to the Arab Leagn Ibr ahim 
AJ Bishari, who conveyed to fe King a 
verbal message from Libyan leaer Muam- 
inar Qadhafi. Mr. Bishari .raised the 
outstanding role played by Kin Hussein in 


serving pan-Arab causes and enhancing its 
solidarity to enable it face up the current 
c h allen g es. King Hussein requested the 
Libyan envoy to convey his greetings to 
President Qadhafi and his best wishes to the 
Libyan people. (Petra photo) 
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HIME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen Noor to start off chfity march 64,651 apply for civil service jobs 




AMMAN (Petra) — Her MajeY Queen Noor 
Thursday win give the start sigijl for a march 
called “AJ Noor and Hope Map," which wQl 
start from the Orthodox Clubmd end at the 
Marriott Hotel. The march is fmed at raising, 
fends for the Regional Centre n the Rehabilita- 
tion of Blind women. Folloing the march, 
participants will attend an evong event at the 
Palace of Culture. Taking paiin the event will 
be. several Jordanian artistfand the Ma’an 
Folklore Troupe. 

Interior minister meets vising Yemeni envoy 

AjdMAN (Petra) — Inter* Minister Salameh 
Ham mad Tuesday received) eputyYemeni In- 
terior Minister Col. Hassi Hussein Ali, who 
delivered to Mr. Hamma a message from his 
Yemeni counterpart deafg with the brotherly 
bilateral relations. Mr. -ammad stressed the 
ministry's interest in enticing cooperation be- 
tween the interior nunifics of both countries. 
The meeting was attend by the ministry’s 
Secretary General KbaJ^hreisat and the Yeme- 
ni. Charge d, 'Affaires irAmmantj J . 


AMMAN (Petra) — The number of job seekers 
who applied to the Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) as of the end July was 64,651; 61 per cent 
were women applicants. Applicants who were 
appointed to government posts numbered 2,954 
as of the end of the same month, according to a 
statistical bulletin issued by the CSC. 


Expert says typhoid cases in Ajloun 

AMMAN (Petra) — President of the Jordan 
Paediatric Association (JPA) Abdul Karim A1 
Qudah Monday said that typhoid cases in Ajloun 
area have receded and that the situation there is 
under control. Speaking during a lectrue held in 
Amman, Dr. Qudah said that typhoid cases 
reported in the Ajloun area did not exceed 300 
ana that they were all treated. Dr. Qudah said 70 
per cent of the cases occurred in children 
attending basic schools and he stressed the need 
for focusing on schools and maintaining tight 
control over sanitary and hygienic situation 
there. 
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PROMOTING XPORTS: Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Rita Abdnttah Tuesday called at 
the Jordan Trv Centres and Export Promo- 
tion Corporate where she was briefed by the 
corporation’s rector general, Mohammad 


Rant Hani on its objectives, activities and role in 
promoting national exports. Princess Rania 
stressed the importance of providing the neces- 
sary information to exporters in order to help 
support national products (Petra photo) 


Israel t< start pullout Dec. 1 

• ■*— 

’ (Continued from page I) 


‘\'S: accord. ; 

• ■’ i One key isss is the size of 
ItH§ Jericho an Israeli troops 
;wbuld vacated- Erekat said. 
-■ *The PLO wiBemand control 
of the entire/ericho district. 
Shout 387 sqiie kilometres in 
.size, he said 

Israel wasiely to want to 
Ifretain contrcof at least a part 
rof this area,iarticularly areas 
p : where nf Irish settlements 
_ it lare located.' 

; - m Other -"sturity” arrange- 
.. p F- ^merits, induing protection for 
•the 18 J£wb settlements in 
. [Gaza, aso id. to be negoti- 
^ ;afed, Dr._ fekat said. “We 
have taken’ small step on a 
. j -road that . 100 kilometres 
• 3ohg, and vy difficult work 
;li£ ahead* us." 
s ' i'GbassauKhatib, another 
-- ; .negotiator fing to Tunis, said 

i pother sutect being discus- 


sed m Tunis is who operates 
the autonomy governing au- 
thorities until elections are 
held. 

Israel has said it hopes that 
elections for the autonomy 
governing councils will be held 
by May. 

In addition. Dr. Khatib said 
Palestinians m the occupied 
territories also would seek to 
increase their representation 
on PLO bodies based in Tunis. 

The Israeli army has already 
outlined dates for the transfer 
of power and withdrawal of 
forces for the Palestinian 
autonomous areas in the occu- 
pied territories, according to 
' Tuesday’s Haaretz newspaper. 

With the plan due to start on 
Oct. 13, Israel's military admi- 
nistration will transfer Knitted 
power to the Palestinian au- 
thority during the month, the 


daily said. 

The Palestinians will take 
control of education, culture, 
health, tourism, taxation and 
soda! affairs in October which 
will also see the setting up of a 
Palestinian police force. 

In November, the army will 
publish details of die planned 
military withdrawal from 
Jericho and redeployment in 
the rest of the West Bank. 

December will see the pub- 
lication of an agreement to be 
reached between Israel and the 
Palestinians for the withdrawal 
from Jericho. 

The withdrawal will begin in 
January from Jericho, as will 
the redeployment in the West 
Bank, and be completed m 
April, under the army's scenar- 
io. 

In June all the files of the 
military administration over 
the West Bank and Gaza wQl 
be destroyed. 


Activists and professional hail upgrade 
of public sector health benefits for women 


AMMAN (Petra) — A govern- 
ment decision last month to 
include the children of female 
government employees in the 
health insurance system was 
hailed Tuesday by women's 
unions and medical and social 
sectors in Jordan. 

“This is a positive step lead- 
ing hopefully towards granting 
women in Jordan equal rights 
in various walks of life,** com- 
mented Njud Fawzi, head of 
the Federation of Women's 
Unions in the Amman gov- 
emorate. 

“The government has finally 


served justice to women who 
have suffered for a long time 
because of the lack of proper 
legislations equating them with 
men," added Mrs. Fawzi. 

She added, that the step was 
a fruit of the women’s long 
struggle to attain their rights in 
Jordan. 

Under the new regulations, 
a married female government 
employee is now entitled to 
include her children under 18- 
years-oid and her husband, if 
he is incapacitated or unable to 
provide for the medical care of 


his family, in the government- 
sponsored health insurance 
plan. 

The previous regulations 
gave women employees the 
right to the health service, but 
excluded their family mem- 
bers, unlike the regulations for 
male employees. 

Describing the government 
decision as providing an incen- 
tive for women to pursue their 
work more diligently, Mrs. 
Fawzi said that many em- 
ployees quit their civil service 
jobs to seek employment else- 


where because they had been 
deprived of health service for 
their children which are often 
costly for a limited income 
family. 

Thanking the government 
for its move Mrs. Fawzi ex- 
pressed hope that the amend- 
ment to the health system 
would lead to other measures 
towards equality between men 
and women under the climate 
of democracy. 

Tawfiq Loubani, head of the 
Health Ministry's Health In- 
surance Department, said the 
amendment was a very positive 


move because it will reduce the 
financial burdens of the em- 
ployees' families. 

Zuheir Abu Faris, a private 
specialist expressed hope that 
the government's decision 
would lead towards the long 
aspired comprehensive health 
scheme covering all Jorda- 
nians. 

Dr. Abu Faris called for a 
general conference in which 
women and other social and 
medical sectors would partici- 
pate to discuss the question of 
national comprehensive health 
scheme. 


Royal Decree endorses 
by-law regulating Cabinet 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree issued Tuesday en- 
dorsed a by-law that regulates 
Cabinet meetings. 

The regulation will become 
effective Oct. 2 when it will be 
published in the official gazet- 
te. 

Under the by-law, the 
cabinet will carry out all the 
duties assigned to it in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the 
constitution and laws and reg- 
ulations in effect in Jordan. 

It states that cabinet meet- 
ings require that two-thirds of 
the cabinet members be pre- 
sent including the Prime Minis- 
ter or his deputy or any mem- 
ber whom he assigns to act for 
him in his absence in order to 
form a quorum. 

Cabinet decisions require a 
majority vote of the members 
present. In cases where the 
votes are equal, the prime 
minister will cast the deciding 


vote. Article 4 of the by-law 
grants the cabinet the right to 
form specialised ministerial 
councils from among its mem- 
bers and to define the by-laws 
and duties of such councils. 

Meetings of these councils, 
formed under Article 4, re- 
quire attendance by two-thirds 
of their members including the 
council chairman or his desig- 
nate in his absence, in order to 
form a quorum. 

The councils decisions re- 
quire an absolute majority 
vote, provided that they are 
submitted to the cabinet for 
endorsement. 

Article 5 of the by-law enti- 
tles the cabinet to delegate any 
of the authorities entrusted to 
it in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of law, to die 
prime minister or any of his 
deputies or other cabinet 
minister. 


Climate , politics and economics 
can hurt farming — minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Apart 
from numerous obstacles that 
impede the development of 
agriculture in Jordan the farm- 
ing sector is adversely affected 
by climatic political and inter- 
nal economic changes and de- 
velopments, according to 
Minister of Agriculture Mar- 
wan Kama!. 

Of the 7.14 million dunums 
of cultivable land in the King- 
dom, only 2.5 million are being 
utilised to prdouce food, said 
the minister in an address at 
the opening of a three-day 
agricultural festival held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre in Am- 
man. 

Most of the cultivated land 
depends on fluctuating 
amounts of rain water, said Dr. 
Kamal, adding that insufficien- 
cy of this resource as well as 
farming equipment constitute 
the main reasons for poor food 
production. 



Marwan Kamal 

He said surface and under- 
ground water used in irrigation 
is the subject of intense com- 
petition. In some cases. Dr. 
Kamal explained, over- 
pumping of underground water 
for irrigation has resulted in 
saline water. 

He said obstacles impeding 


production include increasing 
dependence on guest workers, 
weak agricultural extension 
services, poor marketing sys- 
tems, lack of agricultural roads 
in some parts, costly imported 
farming inputs and poor quali- 
ty crops that cannot compete 
with the produce of other 
countries in foreign markets. 

Dr. Kamal said that hte gov- 
ernment's role should be res- 
tricted to drawing up agricultu- 
ral policies and providing the 
infrastructure for projects 
which should be implemented 
by the private sector. 

The minister opened an agri- 
cultural book exhibition as part 
of the festival, which was orga- 
nised in cooperation with 
Jordanian universities and 
several government depart- 
ments and the private sector, 
as well as the Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation 
(AMO). 


RJ runs charter flights 
between London, Aqaba 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A prog- 
ramme to transport groups of 
tourists, mainly from the Un- 
ited Kingdom, directly to 
Aqaba from London aboard 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 
began recently and will con- 
tinue through tiie end of May 
1994, according to sources at 
RJ and International Traders, 
a local tourist and travel agen- 
cy which organised the prog- 
ramme. 

The sources said that the 
first group totalling 165 British 
and other European tourists 
are currently visiting the south- 
ern parts of the country after 
arriving in the port city Sunday 
evening. 

Each week, between 150 and 
165 tourists will arrive in 
Aqaba on chartered RJ planes 
on direct flights from London, 
said a spokespereon for Inter- 
national Traders. 

According to the contract 
with a British tour operator 
helping to implement the prog- 


ramme, the tourists will spend 
eight days in the Kingdom, 
touring the main attractions 
like Petra, the Dead Sea, 
Jerash, Amman and Madaba. 

In past years. RJ used to 
bring Finnish tourists directly 
from Helsinki to Aqaba, but 
according to an RJ sources the 
programme was discontinued. 
He gave no further details. 

Meanwhile, RJ Monday 
evening hosted a dinner in 
honour of the 400 Dutch tour 
operators who concluded their 
three-day annual conference in 
Amman and 100 representa- 
tives of local tourist and travel 
agencies and the press. The 
biunquet, held near Hercules 
Temple on the ancient citadel 
in Amman was attended by 
Minister of Tourism Yanal 
Hikmat and Transport Minis- 
ter Salman A1 Tarawneh. 

RJ Chief Executive Officer 
Mahmoud Jamal Balqez out- 
lined to the guests the historic 
importance of the archaeolo- 
gical site, noting that Jordan 



Royal Jordanian Chief Executive Officer 
Mahmoud Jamal Balqez (centre) Monday even- 
ing chats with an ANVR (a Dutch tour operators 


association) official at a banquet at the Hercules 
Temple in Amma n. 


bounds with similar treasures 
and has a unique climate for 
visitors. 


RJ, which helped arrange 
for the conference, the group's 
first in an Arab city, prepared 


a full programme for the dele- 
gates to visit numerous areas of 
interest in Jordan. 


19 Bosnians return home 
after medical treatment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
19 Bosnian Muslims who re- 
ceived medical treatment at 
Jordanian hospitals left Am- 
man for home Tuesday, and 
arrangements are being made 
for another group to come, 
according to Abdul Salam A1 
Abbadi, minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs. 

A group of 21 war injured 
Bosnians arrived here last June 
and have been undergoing 
treatment; 19 of them were 
well enough to return to their 
homeland, said Dr. Abbadi, 
who is also executive director 
of the Jordanian Hashemite 
Charity Organisation (JHCO) 
which is taking care of Bosnian 
refugees in Jordan. 

The organisation earlier this 
year brought more than 400 
Bosnian Muslim families to 
the Kingdom and provided 
accommodations for them at a 
centre in Amman. 


Dr. Abbadi said that 21 
wounded Bosnians were not 
among the 400 families 
brought to Jordan, adding that 
the group of wounded were 
brought to receive treatment 
only. 

Arrangements have been 
made in coordination with 
Bosnian government officials 
and international organisations 
to bring a group of 15 wounded 
and sick Bosnian children to be 
cared for in Jordan, Dr. Abba- 
di announced. 

Meanwhile, Mousa Mustafa 
A1 Zughoul, head of a commit- 
tee at the Jordanian Medical 
Association charged with car- 
ing for the Bosnian refugees, 
said in a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, that 
the 21 wounded Bosnians re- 
ceived treatment at several 
hospitals, including A1 Bashir, 
Jordan University Hospital 
and private sector hospitals. 


Cabinet appoints new NRA chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Tuesday appointed Fakhri 
Daghestan i as director general of the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA) as of the date of his assumption of his 
duties. 



EMERGENCY EXERCISES: The Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) Tuesday stages a 
rescue exercise at Queen Alia International 
Airport (QAIA). The drill involved res- 
cuing passengers from a plane which sus- 
tained an imaginary accident on the tarmac 
at QAIA. According to Fawwaz Askar, 
assistant airport director for operations, 
the exercise was needed to prove the extent 
of readiness of the various concerned au- 


thorities to provide help and rescue under 
actual situations of emergency. The ChU 
Defence Department (CDD), the Health 
Ministry, the Royal Medical Services, and 
the Public Security Department (PSD) were 
involved in the mock exercise in which 
ambulance and fire engines were used to 
evacuate the injured passengers. An army 
helicopter was also used in the operations 
(Petra photo) 




ilagic in Amman 


’^for the 1st tune in Jordan 
.'and .the diddle East; The 
'•Society fi Care of Neurdlo- 
\ijcai Fatnts is hosting the 
j Xamous Orman magic group 
^.•Mandrax 

'S; The ftr-members group 
;Sa& beemerforming for the 
■past 10 yes in Germany and 
:woridwkl their show in- . 

| dudes gnt illusions, mystics 
' and mannlation; as well . as 
getferaf ngjcT 


The group is internationally 
renowned and has received 
many awards. They have per- 
formed in the world famous 
Magic Castle in Hollywood. 

Mandrax will be perform- 
ing this (today) Wednesday 
and Thursday, Sept. 29 and 
30 at 6.30 p.m. at the Bac- 
caieau reate School and on 
Friday Oct. 1 at 4 p.m. at the 
Palace of Culture, King Hus- 
sein Youth City. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

Painting exhibition by artist Fateh Moudarres at the 
Batodna ’Art Gallery. 

☆ Art exhibition entitled “Eastern Dancing — Entertainment 
In Spare Time” by Sigrid Rensemann at Goethe Institute. 

☆ The First International Festival of Fine Arts in Jordan 
wrtWwt “Colour and Light in the Nabatean Civilisation” at 
the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts in Jordan. 

A- Art wliiMiw* of paintings on Petra by British artist 
' Caroline Dobson at the British ConncSL 


☆ Iraqi Art Festival at the Alia Art Gallery 

☆ Exhibition of paintings and photographic pictures of old 
Baghdad by Nadim Muhsm at the French Cultural Centre. 

-tr Permanent exhibition of 58 artists and “Chair" Exhibition 
at Darat AI Fnnun of the Abdnl Hamid Sboman Foundation 
in Jabal Loweibdefa (10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fridays 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m.) Td. 643251-2 

■fir Exhibition of Chinese products at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of Agricultural Books at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 


The Amman-based regional office of the 
Arab American Anti Discrimination Com- 
mittee expresses its heartfelt condolences 
to Atallah and Ankiri famili es over the 
passing away of 

Jamileh Najib Ankiri 

ii 

mother of colleague Sami Atallah 
May God bless her soul 
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Win for democracy 

THE DECISION to go ahead with the national 
elections on time in spite of all concerns about 
them is a vote of confidence not only in our 
democratic process but in the people of the 
country as well. The odds were heavily in 
favour of delaying the Nov. 8 polls till the last 
minute, when the prime minister announced 
that Jordanians would elect their next Parlia- 
ment as originally planned. 

His Majesty the King and senior officials had 
strongly hinted that postponement was immi- 
nent, so it was a pleasant surprise to hear that 
the final verdict was positive. 

Against the debate that was taking place, the 
resolution of the issue in favour of holding the 
elections on schedule is tantamount to ushering 
a new era of participatory democracy in our 
country. For the decision will no doubt inject 
new confidence by the people in themselves. 
This will have at least two positive implications: 
One political and the other economic. Ever 
since speculation about shelving the elections 
was first circulated, the business mood in the 
country suffered and the political fears and 
anxieties about the PLO-Israel accord on in- 
terim self-government were reinforced. But the 
decision not to waver in the face of some real 
problems and obstacles that stood in the way 
should prove to be beneficial in both the short 
and long runs. 

Regardless of any and all external reasons for 
holding and postponing the elections this year, 
debate and- deliberations that took place in 
Jordan were not only healthy and frank but 
they also had a happy ending. By overruling the 
proponents of the delay, the King has sent a 
clear and loud message that democracy in 
Jordan is here to stay. The Monarch has also 
sent a signal that the Kingdom has nothing to 
fear from the Palestinian-Israeli deal and is 
confident enough to cope with all eventualities 
in a sane and sober manner. 

Panic has never been the mainstay of Jorda- 
nian domestic or external policies, and yester- 
day’s announcement confirms the long-held 
view that Amman does not take national steps 
in baste. We live in a country that accepts the 
challenges head on, and we can only be proud 
of that. 

A major battle for democracy in Jordan has 
been won. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THERE IS a dear contradiction between current attempts to 
mend fences between the Palestinians and the Israelis on the 
one hand and the continued estrangement the Arab regimes 
on the other, said Mohammad Subeihi, columnist in A1 
Dust oar Tuesday. The writer wondered why no Saudi ambas- 
sador resides in Amman at time when Arab leaders have 
expressed their desire to transcend the Gulf crisis and its side 
effects on the Arab Nation. There is no justification for lack of 
coordination and brotherly cooperation between Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan now that the doors are wide open in the Middle 
East region for total reconciliation even with the Israeli 
enemy, said Subeihi. Noting that Saudi Arabia had played a 
key role in the Gulf war, the writer said it is incumbent upon 
Riyadh now to play a larger role to contain the adverse effects 
of that war and reduce the suffering of the people like the 
Iraqis who have been the main victims of that war. He said 
that following the Gulf crisis, the Saudi diplomacy is clearly 
not as active as during the war or before the crisis, something 
which really confuses observers. The writer said perhaps it is 
due to Saudi Arabia's lack of communication with Jordan, 
Yemen, Sudan and Iraq, all countries close to it, that its role is 
now at its lowest ebb in matters concerning the Arab Nation’s 
interests. He said it is regrettable to see Saudi Arabia failing to 
take steps aimed at reestablishing solidarity among Arab 
states, at basing it on foundation stronger than even before. 
He said that Saudi Arabia should mend fences with Jordan, its 
northern neighbour, which mus remain strong and able to 
defend the Arab Nation’s interests. 

A COLUMNIST in Sawt AJ Shaab daily Tuesday urged the 
Jordanian public to show real solidarity, in word and deed, 
with those among them suffering from diabetes. Support for 
diabetics can be channelled through the Jordanian Society for 
the Care of Diabetics which is due to be formally opened by 
r:er Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday, said Ahmad Dabbas. 
He said that the opening marks the start of active voluntary 
programmes aimed at providing the patients with various types 
of assistance and to spread awareness among the public about 
uavs to prevent the spread of the disease. Specialists who are 
joining the society in order to provide free of charge service to 
the diabetics are to be commended for their gesture, especially 
as this service would benefit the needy patients most, said the 
writer. He said that despite the lack of accurate information 
about the number of diabetics in Jordan, there are indications 
that the figure is very high. Special kinds of food and special 
melioration is needed to deal with this dangerous disease and 
the " Jcicty is bound to lose if no prompt measures are taken 
imn.u'iately to spread awareness on ways of avoiding the 
disease or help the diabetics, said the writer. In a country 
wher' society members advocate solidarity, said the writer, 
help or the diabetics can best reflect genuine solidarity 


Challenges facing the Clinton 
administration in the fall 


By Dr. James Zogby 

IN MID-SUMMER, President 
Clinton emerged victorious from 
the congressional fight over bis 
budget agreement. The White 
House made significant com- 
promises to secure passage of the 
bill, but the final outcome did 
contain the essential principles to 
which die president was commit- 
ted: reductions in the projected 
federal budget deficit by nearly 
S500 million over the next five 
years, tax increases that will fall 
most heavily on the wealthiest 
Americans and maintaining ami 
even increasing essential social 
programmes. 

Despite the slight margin of 
victory — the changes introduced 
by the budget were important 
enough for the Time magazine to 
herald the bfll as “overturning the 
Reagan era.” 

Not everyone was satisfied, 
however. A Democratic critic 
charged that the president had 
c om pro mi sed too much and had 
not shown enough courage be- 
cause be had not stood firm and 
demanded that Congress accept 
more of his original budget prop- 
osal. Mr. Clinton responded 
angrily, noting that he had shown 
courage by addressing difficult 
issues that had been ignored dur- 
ing the past three presidential 
terms. 

This is the dilemma now faring 
the Clinton administration. The 
president has a far-reaching and 
courageous agenda which calls 
for a major overhaul of almost 
eve O' area of public policy. But 
having won the 1992 election with 
only 43 per cent of die vote and 
leading a deeply divided Demo- 
cratic Party, Mr. Clinton lacks 
the mandate and the automatic 
vote in Congress to pass his prog- 
rammes without a struggle. 

To his credit, however. Bill 
Clinton has continued to push 
forward despite this political 
handicap. At the same time, he 
has shown a willingness to com- 
promise in order to salvage at 
least a modest portion of his 
programme. 

But if the fiist six months and 
the summer budget fight were 
tough, the agenda that the presi- 
dent will be presenting to Con- 
gress in the autumn and winter 
will be even tougher. 

In order of importance, the two 
most sigruficant challenges the 
president will send to Congress 
will be a wide-ranging proposal to 
provide comprehensive health 
care for all Americans and a (till 
to secure congressional accept- 
ance of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
which would create an economic 
union between the U.S., Ca n ada 
and Mexico. 

l)Heattfa Care 

Health care became a defining 
issue in the 1992 presidential 
campaign. With 37 million Amer- 
icans without health insurance 
and medical costs spiraling out of 
control, (be issue affects the life 
of every American. 

After meeting for months, a 
presidential Task Force headed 
by Hist Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton presented the White 
House with a draft proposal 
which is being refined even now. 
It has not yet been made public, 
but the White House has leaked 
out several parts of the proposal 
in order to build public support 
and as trial balloons to test public 
and political reactions. 

The basic outlines of the plan 
are these: it will guarantee health 
care coverage to ail Americans, 
place an emphasis on preventive 
care so as to avoid the high cost of 
later treatments, seek to slow the 

S owth in health care costs 
rough a combination of regula- 
tory reform and a more rational 
system ot neaim care delivery and 
provide a choice of health care 
programmes to all Americans 
based on their needs. Mr. Clinton 
is footing this progr a m m e as both 
necessary in its own right and as a 
significant step in reducing die 
federal deficit (of which health 
care spending is the fastest rising 
part). 

But unlike the budget battle, 
the White House has made a real 
effort to secur e Republican sup- 


port for this bill. The proposal is 
not based on the more “socialist” 
Canadian model, but on the 
“managed competition” model, 
which should hold more appeal 
for Republicans. And the White 
House has been actively courting 
and consulting prominent Repub- 
lican senators m an effort to win 
their earty support. 

The most difficult issue that 
must be solved before the health 
care plan can be passed is its cost 
and bow the administration plans 
to raise the needed revenues. 
“Sin taxes" (on tobacco and alco- 
hol products) and further cots in 
existing medicare and medicaid 
programmes are among the ideas 
being floated; they are being 
rather thoroughly criticised. Even 
if these measures pass, they prob- 
ably will not be enough to cover 
all the new spending the plan will 
require. 

A programme as complex and 
costly as this is bound to provoke 
intense public and congressional 
debate, nut health care re for m is 
so desperately needed and so 
centra] a part of the president’s 
programme that the administra- 
tion wfll expend significant poli- 
tical resources to secure its pas- 
sage- 

2) NAFTA 

The most difficult obstacle to 
the passage of the health care 
reform package, however, is not 
the bill itself, but the fact that it 
will be before the Congress at the 
same time as Mr. Clinton will be 
presenting NAFTA for congres- 
sional approval. 


most disturbing news for the pres- 
ident is that only 70 of the 258 
Democrats in the House are sup- 
porting NAFTA, whOe 107 of the 
175 Republicans are in support of 
the measure. 

The Democrats in Congress are 
so divided on NAFTA that while 
the speaker of the House (the 
top-ranking Democrat in the 
House) supports the plan, the 
majority leader and foe majority 
whip (the number two and three 
most po w er ful Democrats) have 
said mat they win not support h. 
Nd one can recall a time when 
any majority leader or “whip” 
have no t supported their own 
ward, indeed, if Clinton w e re t ir 
win this '"bill with Republican 
votes, while at the same time 
{risking the loss of support bom 
influ e n tial member s and powerful 
| groups in bis own party. 

| llik iffnf Im go dj. 

jvided the White House that advi- 
sors to the president are split. 
Those who worked with Bill Clin- 
ton during the 1992 campaign 
want the president to give priority 
to health care reform and let 
NAFTA wait. Those advisors 
yrho joined itfaft White House staff 
from the business community 
want the president to puisne 
NAFTA as a priority. 

So far, the president seems to 
want to pursue both at the same 
time. 

And, as if these two battles are 
not enough, the White House has 
three additional major program- 
mes to present to Congress: a 
Crime Bill, National service and 
the National performance review. 


“The president has a far-reaching and 
courageous agenda which calls for a 
major overhaul of almost every area of 
public policy . But having won the 1992 
election with only 43 per cent of the 
vote . and leading a deeply divided 
Democratic Party , Mr. Clinton lacks 
the mandate and the automatic vote in 
in Congress to pass his programme 
without a struggle 


NAFTA was negotiated by foe 
Bush admin istration and during 
the campaign Mr. Clinton said 
that he would only support it if it 
were amended by side agree- 
ments that would protect Amer- 
ican jobs, provide job retraining 
for workers whose jobs move 
abroad and address the question 
of environmental protections. 
The administration is now satis- 
fied with the side agreements it 
has negotiated with Mexico and 
has brought the plan forward. 


But opposition to the plan, espe- 
cially from Democrats, is intense, 
while Pat Buchanan, Ross 


Perot and Jesse Jackson — popul- 
ists on the left and the right — 
oppose the agreement with 
charges that it will cost American 
jobs and cause a rush of U.S. 
business industry to go to Mex- 
ico, weaken environmental pro- 
tection, etc., the most serious 
threat to NAFTA is the opposi- 
tion of organised labour. 

Clearly, labour is the most 
powerful interest group in the 
Democratic Party. The president 
is counting on Labour to secure 
passage of his health care plan, 
but labour leaders have notified 
the White House that if they must 
spend resources fighting NAF- 
TA, they win not nave the re- 
sources to support health care 
reform. This is a threat the White 
House cannot afford to ignore. 

Ironically, h is apparent that 
the major support for NAFTA 
will come from Republicans who 
represent business interests that 
are supporting the bill. 

In fact, a recent vote count by a 
Washington newsletter showed 
that if NAFTA came to a vote 
now it would receive 177 votes for 
and 174 votes against in the 
House, with the rest undecided. 
This is far short of the 218 votes 
needed to pass the bill. But the 


3) Crime BID 

The Crime Bill, together with 
the National Performance Re- 
view and NAFTA are important 
to this president since be is deter- 
mined to define himself as a 
“New Democrat.” 

Whic some have sought to 
challenge Mr. Clinton’s early re- 
cord as liberal, Mr. Clinton insists 
that the overall thrust of his 
programme cannot be defined as 
either liberal or conservative. 

The Crime bill now before 
Congress, for example, indudes a 
variety of measures that have 
been called for by both liberals 
and conservatives. The Brady Bill 
(named after Mr. Reagan’s Press 
Secretary James Brady who be- 
came champion of handgun con- 
trol after being wounded in the 
assassi n ation attempt on Presi- 
dent Reagan 1981) places new 
national restrictions on the purch- 
ase of handguns, which has been 
identified as a liberal cause, is a 
part of the bill. 

But the Crime Bill also in- 
cludes a promise of S3.6 billion in 
new spending on crime program- 
mes, with some of foe money 
going to “liberal measures” Hke 
drug treatment and some going to 
“conservative measures”, such as 
putting an additional 200.000 
police officers on die streets. Yet 
another pan of the bill, the no- 
tion of military style “boot 
camps” that will provide retrain- 
ing for young and first-time offen- 
der, has been a favourite prog- 
ramme of conservatives for some 
yeais. 

4) National service 

National service is a cause that 
has been spearheaded for years 
by Senator Ted Kennedy of Mas- 
sachusetts, an archetypal liberal. 
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Economics will not 
be e lough; dignity 
and Mstory are 

peacefundamentals 


The programme itself is a-opix of 
liberal and conservative ideas and 
has a bipartisan coalition behind 
it. It presents national service not 
as an obligation for all citizens 
(which some conservatives 
oppose), but as a source of new 
jobs and job training for young 
people. 

The overall goal of the prog- 
ramme is to enable students to go 
to college despite rising tuition 
costs in return for service in some 
type of national service, such as 
work in the police force or as a 
teacher. Although foe Congress 
reduced Mr. Clinton’s initial 
proposal of $20,000 in tuition aid 
for two years of service in half 
(down to $10,000 for two yeais 
service), foe programme will 
eventually enable up to 100,000 
young Americans to earn money 
for college in exchange for 
national service. This is a prog- 
ramme with strong appeal to bom 
liberals and conservatives.; 

5) National performance 
review 

i ■. 

The National .-performance re- 
view. Beaded by Vice President 
A1 Gene', proposes to do what the 
past five presidents talked about 
but never did — cut the size of 
the government, eliminate (or at 
least severely reduce) waste and 
streamline government regula- 
tions. (For example, while Mr. 
Reagan made tire issue a cam- 
paign theme, the size of govern- 
ment actually grew during hh 
administration). 

Has is one issue about which 
there is no partisan disa g reement: 
the U.S. government is too big 
and it is inefficient. Mr. Gore's 
plan is divided into four parts, 
each of which is designed to 
reverse the stagnating effects of 
governmental growth ’of the past 
thirty years. The White House 
stressed from the moment of its 
introduction that the plan is not 
only a goal in itself, but is a way 
of restoring people’s confidence 
in the government — ■ something 
that is central to Mr. Clinton's 
entire agenda. 

First, there will be a series of 
strictly regulatory reforms, such 
as reducing some federal regula- 
tions and creating more reason- 
able guidelines for federal pro- 
curement of goods and services. 
Second, it proposes some ele- 
ments of competition in order to 
make agencies perform more effi- 
ciently without new regulations. 
Third, it would provide greater 
avenues for federal workers to 
improve their own way of doing 
things without outside approval 
or interference. Finally, it would 
target waste in the government, 
including an extraordinary call 
for r educing foe federal work- 
force by 252,000 over five years, 
which would be the first time it 
has shrunk in size in 17 years. 
Overall foe dan is designed to 
save at least $108 billion over foe 
next five years. 

The White House's ambitious 
early agenda also includes cam- 
paign finance reform (currently 
before Congress), welfare reform 
(still to be drafted), a proposal to 
make dramatic cuts in all bran- 
ches of the military to go along 
with the major cuts in military 
bases which Congress approved 
earlier this year and an important 
proposal to devote billions of 
dollars to retraining workers and 
converting plants to create 
alternative jobs and new careers 
for those affected by this stream- 
lining of foe mffitaiy. 

Clearly, this president is com- 
mitted to change. His agenda is 
far-reaching and the challenges 
be will pose to Congress this foil 
are quite demanding. The battles 
ahead will be intense and will, no 
doubt, require substantial com- 
promises. 

The outcome of this foil’s leg- 
islative agenda will determine not 
only foe direct i on of government 
during the next four yean, but 
also foe prospects for the reelec- 
tion of many members of Con- 
gress in 1994, and Mr. Clinton’s 
own chances in 1996. 

The writer is president of the 
Arab American Institute in 
Washington. He contributed this 
stride to the Jordan Times. 


By Jerome IWSegal 

WASHINGTON \ when 
moral consensus is V possi- 
ble, recognition of tl moral 
integrity of foe other y sub- 
stitute. Parties can recopi c j n 
an awareness that eacsjas a 
point of view through rffeh it 
is possible for decent peq e t o 
see and understand the %id. 

Nothing of this sort hayet 
been achieved between Tbel 
and Palestinians. They reap, 
relatively intact, their on 
understandings of the con nit 
and unchanged perceptions V 
each other’s conduct. \ 

What is so bard for nun 
Jews to understand is that frotl 
foe Palestinian point of viewl 
the morality of the conflict ia 
relatively simple — the land! 
was theirs; the Jews seeking to 
escape harms done them by 
Christian Europe gained the 
blessing of the ruling imperial- 
ist states to come and take 
from the Palestinians what was 
theira. The Palestinians fought 
back. 

On this level, there has been 
significant change neither in 
Palestinian thinking nor in 
Jewish recognition of foe tact 
that it was natural and under- 
standable that Palestinians 
would see the conflict in those 
terms. 

Rarely, one can bear Palesti- 
nian or Arab voices that break 
with this consensus. King Has- 
san of Morocco has said that 
the Jews have always lived in 
the Middle East and that just 
as there always was a Jewish 
quarter in Arab communities, 
it is fitting that there be a 
Jewish state within the larger 
array of Middle Eastern states. 
And it is not unknown for a 
Palestinian to say: “We of all 
people should have welcomed 
our Jewish cousins back to the 
land, given what they had suf- 
fered." But these are isolated 
expressions. 

On the Israeli side, at least 
among scholars, there has been 
over the years a very deep 
rethinking of the history of the 
conflict. Certainly the self- 
serving mythology of “a land 
without a people, for a people 
without a land” has been swept 
away. But only on the far left 
do Israelis acknowledge that, 
even if ultimately necessary 
and justifiable, the basic Zion- 
ist enterprise involved an injus- 
tice to the indigenous people. 

Typically in international re- 
lations, peace does not require 
that adversaries agree on who 
was right and wrong; nor, if 
such agreement is not forth- 
coming, must they share a 
sense of foe moral complexity 
of their struggle. But the 
Jewish-Paiestinian conflict is 
rather different. 

These two peoples will con- 
tinue to live intermingled with 
each other regardless of 
citizenship. Jerusalem is a city 
of dual nationality. Palestinian 
citizens of Israel constitute a 
significant part of the popula- 
tion, and Jewish settlers may 
continue to live in foe West 
Bank even when it becomes a 
Palestinian state. 


Hie basic fact about this ; 
conflict and about the peace 
that may emerge is that the : 
Palestinians have lost their ' 
straggle to prevent foe taking 
of a land that they experienced ' 
as their own. For the Jewish 
people, that long struggle has 
been a great success — the, 
return to foe land of ancient 
ancestors, the reattainment of, 
Jewish statehood after nearly; 
2,000 years of statelessness,, 
the achievement of a prosper- 
ous and democratic society. 
For the Palestinians, the', 
triumphs of foe Jewish people ' 
have thus far been at their' 
expense. 

A great deal of what has, 
always appeared to the outside 
world as the irrationality of the 
PLO is perhaps better under- , 
l stood as an effort to bear this , 
(asymmetry of outcome and 
tower without loss of dignity. • 
hris quest for dignity lies at the 
\eart of the Palestinian de- 
mand for independent state- 
bod, and it would be foolish : 
1 believe that foe conflict has . 
iy chance of being ended if 
fe is not forthcoming in the , 
txt few years. 

“This quest for 
dignity lies at the . 
heart of the 1 

{ tinian de- 
fer inde- 
?nt state - 
9 and it 
be foolish 
lieve that 
onflict has , 
chance of ,* 
ended if *» 
not forth - 
i g in the 


few years * 


' J . But ftvould argue , foal* 
somethin more is needed,, 
'sdme chie in the way the.; 
victors, fc Jewish people, ' 
understafl what has hap-_ 
pened. 1 

There aiLnany voices today- 
saying foajt is a mistake to . , 
reopen thefest, and that what ; 
is needed i4> look forward, to ; 
draw foe rat generation into ! 
peace, on dibasic of prosper- ! 
ity. And dtainly economic ; 
developments important. Yet ■ 
in the end itKU not be adequ- ! 
ate. 1 

To turn ady from history is ; 
to turn awafrom countless ; 
loved ones a ancestors who ! 
have died al suffered over , 
foe decades, pace cannot be I 
built solely I foe basis of * 
pragmatist and self- : 
advantage. 1 ; 

The writer isurector of the • 


Jewish 


bby, a re- 


search scholar] the Universi- 


ty of Maryian 
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and author o. 
Palestinian St 
for Peace. ” T 
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LETTERS 
Oil realities 


To the Editor: 


In foe wake of foe Gulf war, the relationship beleen foe 
producers and consumers of oil has taken a ncwU 
No more will consumers have to consider foemseEs mere 
end-users or simply marketers of oil. They found ttfnseives 
to P of foe sources of production a, S 
process they become instrumental in influencing th Dridne 
poliaes of oil. In other words, foe Organisation of P ESS.m 

what is workable for consumers and producers ali 
If anything, OPECs new role ten* to Ed * 
afan to a Delphian oracle: whereas the consumers^ Ef 
KW^ly paying for what is basically theirs toE « Oil 1’ 

it stands to reason to recognise foe drw-irmmo... ,esire ' 
dimension of the tenraTa^ «Mi*tioto C ‘ "“I 
relationship between consunte^d p^d^ oT 
relationship is analogous to the rdati^hmk“... *1 
proprietors and useraof storaw ? ** 

bang foe proprietors of the stooge fedlfces and foe I 

« as is) ove? a gfad cJd ST 1 °" C banel ^re 

And short of more wars to come the mn. ... 

If we elect to wait, for the reali^onTSiu'oS 

W. T nan, 

Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and mnfnima; 

readers on any subject they wish totackle m J* 

for publication, however, should contain^ 

and preferably address as well. ^ 

upon request and under special 

subject to editing. The newspaper is f 

return of unused maniiscripS/ responsible r the 
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Spadework by British monitors 
may save plants from extinction 


L , By Ben Hirschler 
Riu « r 

LONDON — When it comes 
c .^-: •' to conservation, plants lack the 
> charisma of pandas or whales. 

1 Yet tens of thousands of 

species are on the verge of 
extinction, often before scien- 
lists are able to explore their 
medicinal or food crop poten- 
‘iv tial. 

^ For the first time, resear- 
. chers are totting up the scale of 
the problem. 

The World Conservation 
: tr ' Monitoring Centre in Cam-' 
j bridge, which keeps an eye on 
wildlife for the United Nations 
u ,;* and other bodies, estimates 
25.000 plants are under threat 
■ f of extinction from the planet ’ 
and another 10.000 could die 
4 . out in individual countries. 

The problem is not confined 
to tropical rain forests. 

■ “The total num ber of species 

“t. and therefore: the number of 
; 2? threatened species is highest in 
the tropics." said project lead- 
-•<c er Kerry Walter, who expects 
br. ; to complete his 1.000-page 
'*&• guide to endangered plants this 
r: . month. 

t-* “But the percentage of en- 
dangered species is remarkably 
similar across the globe, at 
\y.' around 15 pier cent -of all 
flora.” 

— ^ Islands are particularly at 

| t risk of losing unique species. 

Madagascar alone has nearly 
If £ 10,000 plant types — com- 

.. pared with 12.500 for the 


whole of Europe — and two- 
thirds of them are found no* 
where else in the world. 

The destruction of habitat 
and the introduction of foreign 
we.eds nr animals means ail 
sorts of rare species may vanish 
before botanists even have a 
chance to catalogue them. 
Wilh them will go untold che- 
mical secrets. 


“One quarter of 
all Western pre- 
scription drugs 
contain * plant 
materials and the 
World Health 
Organisation esti- 
mates up to 50 per 
cent of the world’s 
population relies 
on herbal re- 
medies. 99 


Scientists have identified 
270.000 different plants — the 
actual total could easily be 10 
to 30 per cenr higher — but 
only a fraction have been 
screened for possible use in 
media ne. though their poten- 
tial is enormous. 

One quarter of all western 
prescription drugs contain 
plant materials ana the World 


Health Organisation estimates 
up to 80 per cent of the world's 
population relies on herbal re- 
medies.' 

In the fight to conserve this 
green treasure trove, botanic 
gardens are trying to hand 
together to build a modem 
Noah's ark for endangered 
plants. 

From a small office in Lon- 
don's Kew Gardens. Peter 
Wyse Jackson, programme 
director with Botanic Gardens 
Conservation International, 
founded six years ago. leads 
the drive for a coordinated 
approach among the world's 
1.600 gardens. 

The' goal is to preserve, 
multiply and eventually replant 
rare species in nature. 

Some gardens conrain spe- 
cies that are extinct in the wild 

— Kew itself, the world's lead- 
ing botanic collection, has 13 

— but many are there more by 
luck than design. 

Mr. Wyse Jackson's main 
tool is a database showing the 
location of endangered plants 
in gardens. 

‘^e can use the data to 
coordinate the collections in 
individual botanic gardens into 
a kind of worldwide collec- 
tion," he said. 

He hopes to avoid duplica- 
tion of effort and ensure suffi- 
cient examples of the most 
threatened species anc-culti- 
, vated to preserve a varied gene 
pool. 

On paper, it looks easy. In 


practice, the parlous state of 
many gardens makes it an up- 
hill struggle. 

in the science-oriented for- 
mer Soviet Union, for exam- 
pie. botanic gardens used to 
thrive. But now their budgets 
have shrunk and inter-republic 
cooperation is a thing of the 
past. ___ 

In Croatia, war has taken a 
heavy toll on one of Europe's 
oldest gardens, with the des- 
truction of many ancient speci- 
mens in Dubrovnik's Trsteno 
arboretum during the Serb 
siege in 1991. 

fn many other countries, 
botanists have to grapple with 
near insurmountable prob- 
lems. 

Zaire has the largest area of 
pristine rain forest outside Bra- 
zil. But the director of the 
botanic garden cannot visit it 
because there is no money for 
transport. 

In spite of the obstacles. Mr. 
Wyse Jackson sees encourag- 
ing signs that some govern- 
ments, aware of growing in- 
terest from drug companies 
and plant breeders, are waking 
up ro the economic potential of 
tneir teeming plant life. 

In May lie was in Haiti, 
advising on the establishment 
of a botanic garden in one of 
the few countries without one. 

With its .once near-total 
forest cover 1 reduced to just 
one per cerit of the land area. 
Haiti's garden is being created 
not a moment loo soon. 


Wrongfully convicted prisoner 
reflects on 18 -year time warp 


By Paul Majendie 

Reuter 

LONDON — Wrongfully con- 
victed for an Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) bombing. Judith 
Ward spent 150.000 nours in' 
solitary confinement, .reflect- 
ing on her. lost life. 

When her conviction was 
finally quashed, she raised 
her hands in triumph outside a 
London court' and cried: 
•"Eighteen years', threfp months 
and five days. Freedom 
brilliant". ' ‘ 

Her case was the latest in a 


- series of successful appeals by 
people in IRA-linked cases 
that have shaken public confi- 
dence in the police and 
judiciary. 

Seventeen people have -been 
released after serving long 
sentences when the courts 
admitted they were not guilty 
of mainland bombings by the 
IRA as part of its campaign to 
end British rule in northern’ 
■ Ireland. .. ' ... 

Ms. Ward was. just’ 25 when, 
arrested in a . Liverpool shop 
■doorway in ‘1974. 'After five 
days of police questioning, she 
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confessed to planting a bomb 
which killed 12 people on a 
British Army bus. 

After 18 years in jail and 
several attempted suicides, she 
won her appeal and was re- 
leased in May 1992. Forensic 
evidence was rejected and her 
mental instability at the time of 
her arrest was recognised. 

Recalling the time in her 
autobiography "Ambushed" 
she says of her arrest and inter- 
rogation:- "l- was nothing, a 
statue, an. . unthinking robot 
‘deadfroni the neck up. ‘Thave 
been asked if I confessed' in an 
effort to please. I haven't a 
clue. I was just an inert blob 
being shunted from one place 
to another." 

As a "category A” prisoner 
— one whose escape, would be 
regarded as dangerous to the 
police, the public or the secur- 
ity of the state — she was 
allowed few visits or letters and 
was subjected to constant cell 
changes and strip searches. 

Time seemed to stand still. 

"Many people often stay 
almost the same age as when 
they came in. You are not 
really-. Jiving whilst in prison, 
you are waiting — frozen. • 
embalmed, enduring. The 
clock stops. You are in some 


Let January’s maiden be 
AH Garnet gemmed with Constancy* 

• In fitful February, it’s a verity 

' That the Amethyst denotes Sincerity. 

But oh what shall a March maid do? 

Wear an Aquamarine to be Brave and Trie, 

The April girl has a brave defence 
The Diamond guards her Innocence. 

- Sweet child of May, you’ll taste the caress 
Of Emerald’s promised Happiness. 

Pearls should bring joy to the girls of June, 
For youthful Beauty is their special boon. 

• The Ruby stole a spark from heaven above 
To bring the July maiden untold Love, 

The August maiden so sweetly coy, 

Wears a Peridot, the gem of Joy. 

-Out of the depths shall Sapphires come. 
For September’s child to have Wisdom. 
October’s child in darkness oft may grope, 
The iridescent Opal bids it Hope. 

Born in November, happy is she 
Whom the Topaz teaches Fidelity. 

December’s child shall live to bless 
The Tartproke that ensures Success. 

AJANI 
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Yanomaml massacre — horror 
in the Amazon rain forest 


kind of time IrarpPFrfiijltedup - 
6,696 days." 

Ms. Ward pulled herself out 
of the depression of her early 
years of captivity. 

“When hope goes, you 
might as well be dead and the 
number of prison suicides and 
human vegetables bear witness 
to what can happen when the 
spark., is extinguished," she 
Vwjatesl. . ' ... 

She transcribed children’s 
books' for* a blind school, ran 
‘isdmputer accounts for the pr'is- 
acted in plays, took a uni- 
versity course and sat exams. 

Now she is rebuilding her 
life in a London apartment 
shared with her 18-year-old 
niece Nicola, born year after 
Ms. Ward went to prison. She 
is developing a career as a 
writer and campaigns for other 
victims of wrongral imprison- 
ment. 

"1 try not to think about it 
too much because there is no 
point and it could turn my 
insides into a bitter knot. But 
there are times of course when 
1 resent all those lost years. 1 
fiercely regret that my chances 
of having a marriage and chil- 
dren of' my own 'have been 
robbed from me." 


On July 22, gold miners 
poaching on the Amazon re- 
servation of the Yanomami In- 
dians arts eked a jungle village, 
killing 13 Yanomami. mostly 
women and children. The fol- 
lowing report reconstructs Bra- 
zil's worst Indian massacre in 
decades with accounts from 
Yanomami. Indian experts and 
anthropologists who inter- 
viewed 69 survivors. 


By Todd Lewau 

The Associated Press 

HOMOXZ. Brazil — The 
Yanomami men bad left after 
the new moon to help prepare 
a feast at a nearby village. 
Their wives and children would 
go at the eighth moon. 

The morning was well along, 
and many of the women and 
children were off by the 
Hwaaximeu River gathering 
fruit for the holy ceremony. 
None heard the miners they 
were feuding with creeping to- 
wards their village. 

In rhe dark, smoke-filled 
communal hut a teenage girl 
rocked in a hammock with her 
blind mother. The old man 
Makoxi, two women and two 
young men also were inside 
with two adolescent girls and 
eight children. 

At first the noises of crun- 
ching boots were far off. The 
sounds moved slowly nearer, 
then stopped. One of the 
women went to the door and 
peered out at the shrouded 
gloom of trees and creepers. 

The boom of a 20- gauge 
shotgun echoed through toe 
forest. A hail of rifle bullets 
from all sides tore through the 
hut's wattle walls, ripping 
wood, pottery and flesh. 

Machetes drawn, the miners 
crept into the hut. An old man 
and three women lay still. The 
invaders raised the heads and 
slit the throats. 

The blind woman was kicked 
and beaten to death with the 
butt of rifles while her daughter 
stared petrified. Then she and 
the two other teenage girls 
were decapitated alive, their 
breasts cut off. 

The killers hacked off the 
heads, limbs and genitals of 
four boys. They did the same 
to two baby girls, ages 3 and 1. 

In the confusion, two young 
raer«, Simo and Reia, about 20, 
and two girls, 6 and 7, crawled 
out the back of the hut and 
ran. Bullets whistled past as 
they fled into the jungle. 

The gunshots and cries of 
terror carried to the river. 
Those picking fruit scattered 
like birds. Two women ran 
until they reached 
Makuyutheri village, where 


the feast was being prepared. 

"Noma Oyarema (they died 
they were thrown away)" the 


women screamed. 

When the two young men 
and two girls who escaped the 
slaughter reached 
Makuyutheri. the elders 
carved lead pellets out of their 
backs, jaws and arms with 
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machetes. 

The killers quickly slipped 
away. The smell of gunpowder 
drifted off. The sounds of frogs 
and birds came slowly back. 

The women collecting fruit 
returned to the camp first. 
Body parts lay amid dozens of 
red shotgun casings, brass rifle 
shells and shards of bullet- 
shattered pottery. 

In the Yanomami's religious 
universe, it is imperative to 
destroy every trace of the 
dead. A deceased person's 
spirit is not free to enter the 
"village above" unless the 
body is cremated immediately. 

The women gathered all of 
the victims’ belongings. They 
pulled up their crops, scoured 
the forest for any personal 
objects — an arrow in a tree, a 
basket left behind. 

The men returned after 
nightfall. “The women and 
children were crying,” recalled 
Xapao, a Yanomami man from 
Homoxi village, a half day's 
walk away. “The openings in 
the bodies were large. The 
insides of their stomachs came 
out." 

When dawn came, the villa- 
gers wrapped 12 corpses in a 
mat of branches tied with 
vines. Some of the bones were 
kept. Most were burned with 
the belongings in five bonfires. 

They left the body of a mid- 
dle-age woman from Homoxi 
because none of her family was 
present for a cremation. 

Later, on a holy day, the 
bones will be ground into a 


powder, mixed with a banana 
paste or soup and eaten by 
mends or relatives so the dead 
person's spirit will live within 
them. 

The 69 survivors began a 
long flight, fearing the miners 
would rerurn looking for the 
village’s men. They crossed the 
Orinoco River and headed 
south over low mountains to- 
ward Toototobi village. They 
had relatives there and it was 
peaceful. There are no mining 
camps near Toototobi. 

The group took a roundab- 
out route, stopping to rest and 
tell their story in Thomikox- 
itheri, Ayaokether, 
Worakeuthen and Maama- 
bitheri villages. Those are in 
the forest that white men call 
Venezuela. 

By day “and night they 
moved, silently without provi- 
sions. They avoided trails. The 
full moon came and went. 
Finally, they arrived at the 
Makos village in Toototobi, 
Brazil. 

The Yanomami survivors 
had walked about 161 
kilometres in one month 
through some of Amazonia's 
wildest jungle to reach Tooto- 
tobi, where there is a Brazilian 
health outpost. 

It took days^ for Bruce 
Albert, a French anthropolog- 
ist who has lived more than a 
dozen years among the Yano- 
mami, to speak to all the survi- 
vors and piece together their 
story. 

Toe Yanomami do not mea- 


sure time on a calendar, nor do 
they measure weight or dis- 
tances in units. They have no 
counting system beyond two — 
anything more numerous is 
"wahoro." or many. 

The Yanomami fear they 
will become victims of sorcery 
if they pronounce the names of 
dead people. Parents are for- 
bidden to speak the birth 
names of living children, for 
fear others will have a power 
over them. 

Although he knew it is vul- 
gar for the Yanomami to speak 
of those who have died, Mr. 
Albert took the Yanomami 
aside and questioned them 
gently abour the massacre. 

The Indians told him that in 
early July, miners killed five 
tribesmen in a clash over food 
and a rifle. Days later, a group 
of the fierce warriors avenged 
them, killing two prospectors 
with arrows dipped in deadly 
curare. 

They gave the nicknames of 
23 Brazilian miners. "The 
ambush was their revenge," 
Mr. Albert later wrote m a 
report to police. 

Because government investi- 

S tors found only one body — 
e uncremated woman — loc- 
al Brazilian officials argued 
that the massacre story was a 
hoax. 

But for the Yanomami, the 
tale will be passed down from 
generation to generation. 

“We will never forget this," 
Said Antonio, chief of Homoxi 
village, who saw the dead at 
the massacre site. "Lives taken 
are paid for with other lives." 
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Political 
uncertainty 
punishes 
sterling 


LONDON (R) — Sterling 
was taking a beating on fore- 
ign exchanges Tuesday as the 
market suffered an attack of 
jitters over next week’s Con- 
servative party annual con- 
ference. 

The conference, which be- 
gins next Tuesday, is seen by 
the market as a possible 
watershed for Prime Minister 
John Major who is on the 
rack following a series of 
setbacks and policy con- 
troversies. analysts said. 

“The Tory Party confer- 
ence is going to do sterling 
no favours.” said David 
Brown, chief economist at 
Tokai Bank. 

“It’s very apparent there 
are big political risk within 
the party and the classic way 
to. solve the disquiet among 
the Tory rank-and-file is to 
offer the can-ot of a base rate 
cut. That is going to lie rather 
heavily on sterling in the 
coming days,” he pointed 
out. 

Around midday the pound 
was at 2.4550 marks com- 
pared with 2.4730 last Friday 
and a recent peak of 2.5950 
marks in late July. Dealers 
noted heavy selling out of the 
Middle East. 

“As far as I can remember 


sterling has fallen during ev- 
ery Conservative Party 


annual conference.” said 
Nick Parsons, head of treas- 
ury advisory group at Cana- 
dian Imperial Bank of Com- 
merce. 

Sterling tends to fall at 
conference time for two 
reasons. One is disappoint- 
ment about the lack of fresh 
economic policy initiatives or 
because of a sudden setback 
of some sort. “It’s either 
hopes dashed, cr a crisis," 
Mr. Parsons said. 

With Mr. Major under 
mounting political pressure 
the more cynical in the mar- 
ket are looking for the Con- 
servatives to cut interest rates 
to steal the headlines from 
the opposition I a hour Party. 

Former prime -minister-] 
Margaret Thatcher, who was 
ousted by Mr. Major in 
November 1990. stirred new 
controversy by launching a 
fierce attack on Mr. Major’s 
policies, including his plans 
to tax domestic ftiel. 

Mrs. Thatcher also told 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Kenneth Clarke that he 
should not raise income taxes 
in his Nov. 30 budget and 
should instead make bigger 
public spending cuts. 

The unsettled political 
background is certainly wor- 
rying overseas investors. 
Domestic players are less 
concerned about Mr. Major's 
future, but are more worried 
about another cut in six per 
cent British interest rates, 
analysts said. 


IMF chief economist 
says sharp yen 
appreciation undesirable 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
sharp appreciation in the yen 
would work against Japan's 
economic recovery, which is 
what the world now needs, the 
International Monetary Fund's 
(IMF) chief economist has 
said. 

“What Japan needs and 
what the world needs from 
Japan is the beginning of a 
sustainable and vigorous eco- 
nomic recovery," said Michael 
Mussa. the IMFs chief eco- 
nomist. 

"Further sharp appreciation 
of the yen would be de- 
trimental to that objective." he 
said. 

The questions of when 
Japan's recovery will begin and 
whether additional measure 
will be needed were areas of 
uncertainty he said, adding 
that the rMF was not confident 
about an imminent rebound. 

There are dear signs the 
recovery will be delayed, he 
said. 

Mr. Mussa hailed the 
Japanese government's reduc- 
tion of its discount rate as a 
helpful step toward recovery. 

In contrast. Mr. Mussa said 
that the United States and 
other industrialised countries 
should not be concerned about 
a further modest appreciation 
of the dollar. 

According to the IMFs 
World Economic Outlook re- 
port. the Japanese economy 
was expected to shrink 0.1 per 
cent in 1993 and grow two per 


cent in 1994. The IMFs pre- 
vious estimates were 1.3 per 
cent and 3.5 per cent growth, 

respectively. 

Limited inflation, estimated 
at 1.3 per cent in 1993-94; a 
strong yen, which has appreci- 
ated 24.5 per cent in nominal 
terms since the beginning of 
the year; and weak activity 
suggest there is still room for 
further cutting of the discount 
rate, the report said. 

The IMF recommended sup- 
plementary measures to open 
the domestic market and 
structural reforms — deregula- 
tion, better sharing of the be- 
nefits of a strong yen among 
consumers and producers, re- 
form of land policies to revive 
residential construction — to 
help improve Japanese quality 
of life. 


Japan's current balance of 
payments was projected to re- 
main at a comfortable $141 
billion surplus in 1994. Stron- 
ger domestic demand and the 
effects of the yen’s apprecia- 
tion should lead to a reduction 
in the surplus. 

The budget deficit, exclud- 
ing social security, was ex- 
pected to represent two per 
cent of the gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) in 1994, compared 
to 2.25 per cent in 1993. With 
social insurance included, a 
1.75 per cent surplus of GDP 
expected in 1994 should bring a 
balanced budget in 1998, the 
report said. 


European Space Agency 
plans $3.4b budget cut 


PARIS CR) — A sombre 
director-general of the Euro- 
pean Space Agency (ESA) said 
Monday the world economic 
crisis would force ESA to slash 
spending until the year 2001 by 
four billion European Curren- 
cy Units (ECUs) ($3.4 billion). 

Jean-Marie Luton also effec- 
tively told reporters that 
Europe's most ambitious space 
project, the Hermes manned 
space shuttle, was dead. 

“The economic crisis has led 
European governments to 
bring pressure to reduce re- 
search spending ...and we have 
had to reevaluate program- 
mes," he said. 

Mr. Luton was commenting 
on a draft budget we win prop- 
ose to industry and science 
ministers from ESA’s 13 mem- 
ber states, who meet in Paris 
on Oct. 12-13 to decide future 
programmes. 

Mr. Luton said ESA’s draft 
budget for 1994-2000 would be 
18 billion ECUs ($15.4 billion) 
instead of 22 billion ECUs 
($18.8 billion) as planned until 
drastic reductions were 
ordered by the agency’s min- 
isterial council in Spain last 
November. 

The planned 1994 budget 
was set at below 2.6 billion 
ECUs ($2.22 billion) instead of 
an initial 2.7 billion ECUs 
(S2.3 billion), he said. 

Mr. Luton clearly signalled 


an end to Hermes, meant to 
rival the U.S. Space Shuttle, in 
saying: “We will not pursue 
the study of a winged vehicle 
like Hermes. This is one of our 
(new) choices." 

Mr. Luton said attempts to 
rescue Hermes by teaming it 
with parallel Russian projects 
were unfeasible because of 
Russia's own financial difficul- 
ties. 

He said Hermes, already 
frozen by last year’s ministerial 
council because of projected 
costs of up to $9 billion, might 
be replaced by a more modest 
crew transport vehicle (CIV). 

The CTV, launched aboard 
a European Ariane rocket, 
would be a four-person auto- 
matic capsule-type device 
which, unlike Hermes, could 
only be used once. 

A draft diagram of the CTV 
looked like the Sputnik series 
the Soviet Union sent into 
space in the 1960s although 
Mr. Luton said it would be 
more advanced and could ser- 
vice future space stations. 

“Are we going to turn away 
from all manned activities in 
space? I do not think so but we 
must limit spending for such 
projects," he said. 

“We must give priority to 
projects and industries where 
Europe has already shown it 
could be successful." he said, 
citing rockets and satellites. 


WASHINGTON (R) — A suc- 
cessful GATT trade deal will 
add at least $213 billion to the 
world economy in a decade, a 
recent study said, underscoring 
the importance of resolving 
disputes blocking an agree- 
ment. 

'‘What we are absolutely 
convinced about now is that 
this is a very conservative esti- 
mate," said Ian Goldin, senior 


economist with the World 
Bank and coauthor of the re- 
port, released Monday. 

The figure is in 1992 dollars, 
meaning the final gain in 2002 
will be far greater than the 
estimate by the World Bank 
and Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) Development 
Centre. 

A conclusion of the world 


trade talks under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) has been held 
up by a fractious farm dispute 
between the European Com- 
munity and the United States. 
The entire round of talks be- 
tween 116 nations faces a Dec. 
15 deadline - 

The new estimate takes into 
account trade in manufactured 
goods, agriculture and services 


— such as insurance or intel- 
lectual property. 

The elimination of all trade 
distortions, far beyond the 
objectives of GATT, would 
and $450 billion in 1992 dollars 
annually to world income be- 
ginning in 2002, Mr. Goldin 
said. 

Some developing countries, 
such as the sub-Saharan na- 
tions, and those which are net 


Auditors 

criticise 

Germany’s 

Treuhand 

agency 


BONN (R) — Germany's 
Federal Audit Office has criti- 
cised the Treuhand privatisa- 
tion agency saying it had 
awarded excessive bonuses to 
its top executives on the basis 
of performance standards that 
were too low. 

The office, which acts as a 
watchdog over how the state 
spends taxpayers’ money, ack- 
nowledged that the Treuhand 
had a difficult task in selling off 
or trying to salvage thousands 
of former state-owned Hast 
German companies. 

But in its annual report to 
parliament, it said Treuhand 
pay was often out of line with 
market conditions. 

Singling out a bonus system 
introduced in 1992, it said: 
“Low performance criteria led 
overall to bonus payments 
which were often too generous 
measured on the basis of indi- 
vidual basic annual salaries and 
in comparison with private 
business.” 

Treuhand directors with an 
average annual salary pf 
296,000 marks ($181,700) had 
received bonuses of up to 35 
per cent of salary and depart- 
mental heads earning 184,000 
marks ($112,900) earned up to 
53 per cent extra in bonuses. 

The auditors said the 
Treuhand was too generous in 
awaidiqg fringe benefits such 
as renfiubsidies and company 
cars to staff. 

The report was likely to be 
particularly galling' for east 
Germany's growing army of 
unemployed, many of whom 
blame the Treuhand for closing 
down ihe firms that once em- 
ployed them. 


Arab Gulf states 
tighten grip on banks 


to curb laundering 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Weal- 
thy Gulf Arab states are quiet- 
ly tightening their grip on 
banks to prevent money 
laundering by international 


drug gangs, bankers have said. 
The m 


measures run parallel 
with reforms launched recently 
to ensure all banks strengthen 
their financial position to meet 
capital adequacy standards set 
by the Bank of International 
Settlement, the bankers said. 

“The central banks in most 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states are increasing 
interference and supervision of 
banks to ensure a robust bank- 
ing sector in terms of both 
good financial position and 
absence of any illegal opera- 
tions, like laundering,'* a Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
banker said. “They are doing 
this gradually and quietly to 
ensure the rules will have no 
impact on the liberal banking 
system and movement of 
funds." 

The measures include sup- 
plying the central bank with 
regular statements covering 
operations over the past few 
years, and checking the identi- 
ty of clients with large deposits 
to ensure they do not use 
shadow names. 

Banks were asked to scruti- 
nise complex or unusual finan- 
cial operations which could be 
without dear economic or legal 
objectives and to give priority 
to dealings with states which 
enforce laundering laws. 

Although no laws have been 
enacted in the GCC to combat 
money laundering, judicial au- 
thorities have given the central 
banks a free hand to investi- 
gate any suspect finandai op-; 
erations in local and foreign 
banks. 

Officials said GCC states 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain. Oman, 


Qatar, Kuwait and the UAE 
were coordinating actions by 
exchanging information. But 
they stressed the six members 
needed a unified law to combat 
laundering. 

“Exchange of information is 
not enough," a UAE official 
told AFP. "We need to bridge 
the gap between our laws if we 
want to stem the phe- 
nomenon.” 

The measures gained 
momentum after a crackdown 
on drug trafficking and 
laundering in the West. 
According to police, annual 
turnover from drug operations 
is estimated at $300 billion. 

GCC states have also step- 
ped up the fight against narco- 
tics after a dramatic increase in 
smuggling activities, mostly 
from Pakistan, Iran and 
Afghanistan. 

Interpol reports show 
around eight tonnes of heroin, 
hashish and other drugs were 
seized in the GCC in 1991. The 
bulk was seized in the UAE 
given its open economy, poorly 
guarded coasts and relatively 
lax laws. 

While the UAE has reported 
a steady increase in such activ- 
ity, Saudi Arabia, the most 
conservative Arab state, said 
trafficking had sharply de- 
clined after more than 60 
smugglers were beheaded. 

No major money laundering 
operations have been reported 
in the GCC so far. 

It said the operations in- 
volved persons and companies 
in the UAE and drug gangs in 
Europe and other areas. 

“Such activities increase af- 
ter the summer holidays as 
those involved fall in the trap 
of some foreign gangs which 
tempt them with quick pro- 
fits,” the paper quoted a UAE 
bank manager as saying. 


Bahrain offshore banking assets rise 


MANAMA (R) — Total assets 
of offshore banking units 


(OBUS) in Bahrain rose 13 per 
id of 


cent in the year to the cnc 
June when thev Mood at $68.08 
billion, official* figures showed. 


A Bahrain Monetary Agen- 
‘ Hell 


cv (BMA) quuarterly bulletin 
showed assets of 43 OBUS 
operating on the 'island at end- 
Junc 1992 stood at $60.27 bil- 
lion. 

The June 1993 figure also 
showed a two per cent increase 
on the quarter from end-March 
when it stood at $66. 18 billion. 

There were 43 units operat- 


ing in Bahrain by end-June 
1993. compared wirh 75 at the 
height of the oil boom. 

But BMA officials privately 
view the overall recovery in 
total assets as more important 
than the number of banks. 

The OBUS assets had 
peaked to $72.58 billion at the 
end of 1989. They declined 
sharply to as low as $51 billion 
in the second quarter of 1991. 
due to loss of international 
confidence during the Gulf cri- 
sis. but have recovered sub- 
stantially since. 

Assets of commercial banks 


stood at 2.23 billion dinars 
($5.92 billion) at end-June 
1993. slightly down on 2.26 
billion ($6 billion) at end- 
March 1993. 

Private sector deposits with 
commercial banks dimbed to 
l . 13 billion dinars $3 billion) in 
the first six months of 1993 
from 1.12 billion ($2.98 billion) 
three months earlier. 

Assets of the BMA. 
Bahrain's central bank, fell to 
497.3 million dinars ($1.32 bil- 
lion) at end-June 1993 from 
512.6 million ($1.36 billion) at 
end-March 1993. 
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Africa’s dismal 
state worrying, 
but IMF sees 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Senior IMF officials have de- 
fended thier tough economic 
policies in Africa and said a 
handful of nations that had 
adopted stringent reforms 
achieved higher growth and 
rising exports. 

Senior offidals from the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) conceded that much of 
the continent remains mired in 
deep poverty, but they dismis- 
sed as "simply not true” critic- 
ism from international relief 
agencies that IMF policies 
were to blame for Africa's dis- 
mal state. 

Last week relief agency 
Oxfam/ America called IMF 
and World Bank polides “a 
complete failure” in the 
world’s poorest region. 

“Looking at the continent as 
a whole there are certainly big 
problems to be addressed," 
Evan gel os Calami tsis, IMF de- 
puty director for Africa, said at 
a news briefing. “But some 
countries willing to come to 
grips with their performance 
are doing better." 

Africa’s economy expanded 
by a.bareiy perceptible 1.8 per 
cent in 1991. But poor African 
nations that have accepted 
IMFs tough mix of economic 
reforms in exchange for fin an- 


gams 

dal assistance enjoyed a faster 


pace of growth, be argued. 
The 19 African countries 


that adopted the IMFs strict 
programme between 1986 and 
1993 saw growth expand by 
three per cent to four per cent, 
up from two per cent before 
the reforms, die IMF said. 

It also said export volume 
grew by up to seven per cent. 
Inflation dropped but was still 
in the double digits. 

Mr. Calami tsis singled out 
Benin, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria 
and Mauritius as nations that 
were making progress by 
adopting the IMF programme, 
which usually lays out a strict 
timetable for governments to 
‘cut budget defidts, privatise 
industry, lift trade restrictions 
and curb inflation. 

These strategies are far from 
popular and have attracted 
sharp criticism from relief 
agendes which argue that fiscal 
restraints are worsening Afri- 
ca's dire poverty. 

“After a decade of structural 
adjustment polides... Africa 
remains trapped in a down- 
ward spiral of economic and 
soda! dedine. Hard-won gains 
in health and education have 
been reversed, living standards 
are in dedine, poverty increas- 
ing," Oxfam said in its report. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Neptune goes direct ai mid-day 
opening _ the unconscious and 
sttenglbemng the imagination and 
our inspirational instincts. Look 
into current and modem ways of 
doing business with old accounts. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Whatever you have in mind that 
involves more operative skill in 
your overday routines should be 
easy Tor you to handle in just the 
right manner now. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You are anxious to have yourself 
look more Stylish and ala mode 
and this is a good time to engage 
in beauty or barber shop treat- 
ments for such. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to put on your thinking cap 
to deride just what you can do 
best that conditions at your resi- 
dence will be more comfortable 
and operative. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A new idea strikes you 
how you can best attend to some 
regular activities you do in the 
world that can have intermittent 
benefits follow. 

LEO: (July 22 lo August 21) This 
is certainly a day when you 
would be sensible to take some 
time out to find exactly where 
you do stand in the material 
realm of your affairs. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Consider your own inti- 
mate needs and do what you can 


to get them as yon wish so that 
you- will have physical wellbeing 
and be more at peace. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber-12) This midweek day is good 
for taking up those duties which 
you have been putting off and 
getting them behind you, thus 
freeing vital oncoming hours. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) A fine day to 
contact some friends and ac- 
quaintances you have not seen or 
heard from some time and to 
renew your association with 
them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You have 
duties to do or privileges to get in 
the world of outside activity so 
go out in public and you get them 
easily attended to now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Much more intensive 
study into a new or revised 
course of action that interests 
you is necessary you can make it 
work to your satisfaction. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You like bo be in 
the world of people but this is 
your time to be business like and 
to get your practical affairs on a 
more secure foundation. 

HSCES: (February 20 to March 
20 ) Much, much conversation 
with partners and associates wfll 
open up a better rapport be- 
tween the two of you and so 
away with some pending friction. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


ACROSS 
l Attorney’s 
project 

5 French ctenc 
9 Cato's language 

14 Years: Lai. 

15 Red and Black 
ifiObftterme 

17 Party type 

18 Narrow opening 

19 "Turn ol the—" 
(Hetwy James) 

20 Phil Savers 
vehicle 

23 Highland hat 

24 Graf — 

25 Chftaen’s game 
28 Ply a needle 

30 Announcer, ot 
sorts 

35 Certain violin 
37 Jungle sound 
«0 Basebafl family 
name 

41 "Roast - star 
M Ireland 

45 Disassemble 

46 Prepare to start 
again 

47 Certwt musde 
46 Country 

monogram 

51 Make an 
attempt 

52 Sharp pain 
55 the 

season.. " 

57 Carden annuals 

65 Porto! EA.P 

66 Farm bunding 

67 Force to Bee 

58 Assart 

89 Make reedy for 
the press 

70 Feed die wtty 

71 Canseco clout 

72 Sediment 

73 Stinger 



Tswrssa*— * 


DOWN 

1 Currency 

2 Agamst 

3 Hangup 

a Racing shell 
number 

5 Take on 

6 Waist eno/der 


7 Taunts 

8 Bar 

5 Renter 
lOPnnopal 

11 Pen source 

12 It's clear mm 

13 Jennings' (one 

21 Fundamental 

22 Kind Of Jacket 

25 Be silent, tn 
music 

26 "That's — " 

27 Street urehin 

28 Small warbler 

31 Make an 
assessment 

32 "You ara an — 
generation" 
(Stein) 

33 Bprmrt 

34 Powdery 
36 Containers 
36 Singular 
39— ‘benAdhem 

42 Bucoflc 

43 Characteristic 
48 Season's Ann 


Yesterday’s Paate Solved: 
tsITfoiPi 


Rnnnn hnnn 

uinnmcnnn nnnuoR 
nnD ra l§nnP““ mn 

™nlnVS nn " 




50 Acrobatic 
doings 

53 Prestigious 
prize 

54 Mark 

56 Berry or boss 

beginning 

57 Qrem party 


* Choir member 

59 Chowder 'Item 

60 Rancor 

6* Soft choose . 

Mrs. Chapfin 

63 Pecans and 

Alberts 

64 Ladder seebon 


fff 
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GATT boost to world economy underestimated —study 


importers of food, may suffer 
from the trade deal due to 
higher cereal prices, Mr. Gol- 
din said. 

But the loss of $7 billion to a 
few countries must be 
contrasted with the gains of $85 
billion to developing and. for- x 
mer Soviet Bk>c nations, and f 
$135 billion to richer indus- 
trialised nations, he said. 
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aHMUr'i SAHt 


MU 0JUH 

• ohem un 

™M0 MN» BUK 
BMC or -.'MM* 

niaOLT EAST Ur.-suiHDiT SANA. 

Impost PI Xl SEVELCPrrarr bjuip 
THE wn 1*3 BUUTK 
WW *IW1T BASK ' 

JOBnav SsUuuc BUS 
BUSIMMS BASK. 

JOIBSU UVUTMUT C f lKArtCt BASK 
M«A* BASK POD IHVESnSnT 
ABU BASMSO OOBWawTICfl/JODU 
nuubblthia invBsmun babx. 

Jowas- runai lasmASTB 
ABU Lire ( ACCI3WT IWHHUUK* 

■MMUlU WJKTWC rotrai 
ibbii* pmwn nxjsmicirr 

ABU XMmsATlOSAL HOTELS 
-NXOA* C3UH1SH « SPA CCHPLKX 

WTIOHAL PORTTOUO BeamiTXKS 

UAL ESTATE UIVESTMIKT 

JC'IOAK CUir UAL ESTATE TNVESTHKMT 

SCSDAS SSTHWATIBHAL TRAD IIR: CBW*B 

MCBIWOT SWLP. RESTISC l mi« H| W B 

UHITO MIDDLE EAST 6 CDHHOBOBE HOTXLG 

ASM I UTSS. PC* IRVBSTHBa? A EDOCKTIOC 

TU JOTONf CEMEKT FACTORIES 

THE ABU POTASH 

JQBPAS UTR OLEPH RET1SABV 

THE INDUSTRIAL eEMHERCIAL » AGRICULTURAL 
THE JOBDAS WASTED HILLS 
■ABU PHABMAttOTICAI KASUPACTURLBC 
-MICA* CERAMIC IM4JSXRIES 
Tl B1US KASOPACTOBISa- 
l HEAVING 

--OBDAN GLASS INOVSTBIES 

3U A1 DAHA DEVELDPKS3T I IBVESTKSHT 

ABU IXVMTMEMT A IHKBSATIONAL TRADE 

ABU ALTHniBH INDUSTRY 

ABM PAPER CORVERTIWC A TRADING 

.'ORBAA KEDICAL COPFOKATION 

NATIONAL STEEL IHD7STRY 

INTRBKEDIATE PCTRCr- CHEMICAL IXDUSTJUTI 

*M“ CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JOBOAH nOCVUOOL UfOUSTRLBS 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL 1K3USTS -TS 

-TiMAB PRECAST CS7NCRBTV INDUSTRY 

KAPTP BAL CA BLE A HIRE HANUPRCTORIHG 

A»U CENTER FOR REARM- A CHEMICALS 

.■OMAN r.VAIT CO. PCS AGBI. A TOGO MOO. 

M»THSR INVESTMENT 

wrvnisAi rmoEW unwsTBirs 


Twum 

VOLUME 

JO 

PW. - . 

HOSIBC 

PRICE 

opbuik cum; ho 

PRICE PP-ICt 

4?,9U 

119.000 

H9. we 

119.000 


6.050 

9-050 

6.050 

3.300 

34.500 

J1.BO0 

33.000 

1,418 

4.150 

4.1(0 

4.150 

0,081 

3.010 

7.000 

1.990 

0.4BS 

4.010 

4.090 

4.090 

11. Ml 

S.SOO 

5.490 

5.500 

bS.£95 

3.090 

3.090 

3.110 

ISO 

4.000 

3.900 

3.900 

3,2SS 

4,310 

4.300 

4.300 

G,9J2 

6.450 

6.450 

6.400 

47.I7J 

1.020 

1.850 

1.020 

B.046 

4.350 

4.350 

4.300 

11,116 

3.630 

9.S10 

2.580 

0.4Y3 

3.500 

3.500 

3.600 

Mb 

3.000 

3.030 

2.030 

SI, 604 

9,380 

3.190 

9.400 

1,491 

1.930 

1.290 

1.240 

G.30S 

4.190 

4.670 

4.670 

9,113 

0.600 

0.610 

0.670 

4,991 

4.020 

4.000 

4.000 

5.647 

1.400 

1.610 

1.660 

4.690 

0.530 

0.530 

0.520 

100 

3.000 

3.000 

2.00C 

3.6<tt 

1.130 

1.110 

3.12D 

16.193 

2.250 

2.240 

2.340 

15,890 

3.670 

3,650 

2.650 

61, £U 

3.910 

2.900 

2.900 

5,500 

55.600 

55.000 

56.000 

5,149 

10.350 

10.300 

10.050 

14,165 

1.100 

7.250 

T.3SO 

2.337 

11.300 

11.150 

11. uo 

59.051 

8.550 

S. 500 

8.500 

3, '36 

7.450 

1.450 

7.450 

37,638 

1.800 

3.110 

3.000 

4.9H 

2.620 

2.540 

2.520 

3.616 

0.390 

O.IIO 

0.370 

66.970 

:6,:5a 

16.000 

16.000 

1.701 

3.490 

2.400 

2.490 

29,090 

9.650 

9.500 

9.650 

046 

1.730 

1.69D 

1.690 

700 

0.330 

0.300 

D.100 

10,900 

5.500 

5.410 

5.460 

3,650 

3.590 

3.570 

3.600 

6.845 

£.300 

6.250 

6-200 

3,423 

2.600 

2.550 

2.550 

4,060 

6.900 

£.900 

1.000 

1.689 

0.360 

a . mo 

0.360 

i3,au 

8.130 

8.200 

8.200 

4.215 

3.450 

3.450 

3.400 

864 

1.490 

1.440 

1.440 

888 

2.5G0 

2.550 

2.500 

35,123 

5.470 

S.40Q 

5.400 


NO. OF TRAMS' SHARES IN PARALLEL MAREXT 
THUD VGtOHE IN TUT PARALLEL MARKET 
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UJ. Dollar in IntnmaDonal Markets 


CurrenQ 

Weui /o*fe 
Ciojc 

n «*27/9/93 

Tokyo 

Close. 

"*'28/9/93 

Sterling Pound' 

1.5139 

1.5123 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6282 

1.6285 

Swiss Franc • 

1.4200 

1.4213 

French Franc 

5.6770 

5.6765 

Japanese Yen 

106.10 

705.72 

European Curren) Unit 

1.1685 

1.1678** 


rw> v*r six; 

farotxsa Upntac » HR b.ou tSMT 

Eurocurrency IntaroM Raw 


Data: 


28/9/1993 


Currency 

I MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar ’ " . 

3.09 

3.09 

3.25 

J.37 

Sterling Pound . - .. 

5.94 

5.68 

5.62 

5.56 

Deutsche Marik 

6.87 

6.50 

6.37 

5.87 

Swiss Franc 

4.56 

4.43 

4.44 

4.25 

French Franc 

7.00 

6.87 

6.6Z 

6.76 

Japanese Yen 

2.56 

2.46 

2.5 0 

2.50 

European Currency Unit 

7.65 

7.43 

7.06 

6.50 
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Date: 22/9/7993 


Metal 

USD'Oz 

JD/Gm T 

Metal 

USD/Ox 

JD/Gra 

Gold 

354.00 

7. 00 

Silver 

4.06 

0.090 


Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Kata BoOedn 


23/9/7993 


Currency 

Bid 

OTTer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6970 

0.6930 

Sterling Pound 

7.0432 

1.0484 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4234 

0.4255 

Swiss Franc 

0.4854 

0.4878 

French Franc 

0.1217 

0.1223 

Japanese Yen' 

0.6527 

0.6560 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3772 

0.3797 

Swedish Krona 


«**«* 

Italian Lira' 

0.0438 

0.0440 . 

Belgian Franc 


***** 
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■: 28/9/1993 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7. <770 

7.8400 

Lebanese Lira''' 

0.039485 

0.040665 

Saudi Klyal 

0.1838 

0.7855 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2550 

2.5200 

Qatari Rlyal 

0.1 873 

0.7885 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 

0.2220 

Omani Riyal 

1.7620 

7.8000 

UAE Dirham 

0.1873 

0.1885 

Greek Drachma 1 

0.29035 

0.33750 

Cypriot Pound 

7.3725 

1.3985 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON fR) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at imdsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


U:S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3240/50 . 

1. 6299/09 

L 8310/20 

1.4235/42 

34.78/88 

5.6775/75 

1572.0/3.5, 

105.40/50 

-8.0300/50 

7.1165/65 . 

6.5910/10 

$1.5050/60 . 

$353.95/354.45 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs . 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Yen surge hits Japan exports to Iran, Saudi Arabia 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Japan 
is losing its two main markets 
in the lucrative Gulf because of 
the rising yen and Iranian res- 
trictions on imports, according 
to an official Japanese report. 

Exports to Iran plunged by 
nearly 42 peT cent to $758 
million in the first half of 1983 
from $1.31 billion in the first 
half of 1991, according to the 
Japanese Ex terna l Trade 
Organisation (JETRO). 

Japan’s exports to Saudi 
Arabia, its top Gulf partner, 
also declined by nearly 16 per 
cent to $2.12 billion from $1.51 
billion in tfae same period, a 
JETRO report said. 

The report blamed a surge in 
the yen against the U.S. dollar 
for the dedine, which came as 
Japanese companies were 
seeking to boost exports to the 
region which supplies them 
with most of their crude oil 
needs. 

“There are two main reasons 


for the dedine in Japanese 
exports in terms of volume," 
the report said. “One is the 
decrease in demand for 
Japanese products by losing 
price competitiveness due to 
the appreciated yen. The other 
is the change in the manufac- 
turers’ strategy to cope with 
the appredation of the yen, by 
shifting manufacturing facili- 
ties from Japan to South East 
Asian countries.” 

Saudi Arabia and Iran are 
the leading Gulf markets for 
Japanese products, followed 
by the United Arab Emirates 
( UAE) and Oman. 

JETRO director, Mitsuhito 
Ono, said from the UAE port 
city of Dubai that the drop in 
Japan’s exports to Iran was 
also caused by Tehran’s curbs 
on imports and a shortage of 
foreign currency. 

“Banks do not have enough 
hard currency and the Iranian 
market can not afford the in- 


crease in prices of our 
proudets, he told AFP. 
“Another factor is the restric- 
tions on imports to promote 
domestic products.” 

But Japan remains the top 
single commercial partner of 
Iran and the Gulf Arab states. 

Trade stood at $18.8 billion 
in the first half of 1993 com- 
pared with $19.3 billion in the 
first half of 1992. 

Figures published in the 
UAE daily A1 Khaleej showed 


the GCC maintained a trade 
surplus with Japan of $7.3 bil- 
lion in the first half of 1993 
compared with $7.1 billion in 
the same period of 1992. 

The surplus persisted be- 
cause of the high oil import bill 
as Japan is the leading impor- 
ter of Gulf crude. 

“In general, the growth of 
exports is slowing down,” said 
Mr. Ono. "However, to cope 
with this situation, manufac- 
turers and dealers are trying to 


defer the transfer of price in- 
creases to the end-usen by 
cutting profit margins, and due 
to this reason, Japanese ex- 
ports as a whole are still on the 
higher levels. 

“If the current situation con- 
tinues, we have to assure that 
the slowdown in the growth of 
expons may become more 
clear than what it is now," he 
pointed out. 

But A1 Khaleej said Japan’s 
exports to Kuwait surged by 43 


per cent to $577 million in the 
first half of 1993 from S403 
million in the first half of 1993. 

Imports also jumped by 75 
per cent to S755 million from 
$429 million -in the same 
period. 

Kuwait, which was occupied 
by Iraq for seven months in 
1990-1991 . has sharply boosted 
imports for post-war rebuilding 
and gradually rasied oil expons 
after repairing its energy sec- 
tor. 


Kuwait weighs imposition of service fees 


WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER THE BEST 


Energy-saving lamps 
GLS lamps 25-200 W 
Candle lamps 
Low voltage halogen lamps 
Decorative lamps 
Special lamas 
Discharge lamps 
Spot lamps 
•tr Fluorescent lamps and starters. 
Also available in Safeway 

Mfnwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Fax.: 643746 



KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti 
govement has said it was con- 
sidering charging for some 
public services as one of sever- 
al options to cut state costs. 

Cabinet Affairs Minister 
Abdul Aziz A1 Dakhil said 
levying what he called “taxes 
on services to citizens" was one 
of several proposals to cut and 
rationalise public service costs. 

“This is still under consid- 
eration by the competent au- 
thorities, taking into account 
the condition of limited income 
groups," the official Kuwait 


News Agency quoted him as 
saying. 

He did not specify which 
services he was referring to. 

Communications and Hous- 
ing Minister Habib Gohar 
Hayat said Kuwait would start 
charging for local telephone 
calls next year for the first time 
but fees would be low. 

Officials trying to plug a 
Gulf war-inflated budget gap 
are weighing a range of modest 
but politically sensitive cuts in 
the oil-funded welfare state the 
has enjoyed for de- 


cades. 

Tighter state wage controls 
and accelerated privatisation 
plans are among other steps 
being studied by gobernmem 
and the opposition-dominated 
parliament. 

Sheikh Hayat was quoted as 
saying the unspecified tele- 
phone charges would be intro- 
duced when previously- 
announced plans to privatise 
the telephone service were car- 
ried out some time next year. 

Charges would be imposed 


only upon calls that exceeded 
an unspecified time limit, he 
told A1 Anba newspaper. 

“He assured citizens the 
charges would only be symbo- 
lic and would not cause any 
financial burden on the citizens 
in general." the newspaper re- 
ported. 

Subscribers to the state tele- 
phone exchange currently pa\ 
only for international calls. 
Customers of private mobile 
phone companies pay for 
bo the local and international 
calls. 


Second offshore bank opens in Tangier 


RABAT (R) — France's Cre- 
dit Lyonnais has begun 
offshore wholesale banking in 
the northern Moroccan city of 
Tangier, the chief executive 
has said. 

The Banque Internationale 
de Tanger (BIT) is the second 
bank to open in the new Tan- 
gier offshore banking zone af- 
ter the Banquue Nationale de 


Paris (BNP) which opened 
Sept. 9. 

BIT director Philippe Loug- 
non told Reuters they were 
"starting activity progressively 
in wholesale banking in the 
next few weeks.” 

Credit Lyonnais holds 6U per 
cent of the' new bank's capital 
and the remainder is held by 


the Moroccan commercial 
bank Credit du Maroc in which 
Credit Lyonnais holds 4(1 per 
cent. 


Mr. Lougnon said BIT 
would operate in temporary 
premises at the local Credit du 
Maroc branch until the first 
quarter of next year when it 
would move into its own pre- 


mises purchased in downtown 
Tangier. 

Legislation establishing the 
Tangier offshore financial cen- 
tre was published in February 
1992. It allows offshore hunks 


to deal in foreign currency 
transactions on behalf of non- 


reign 
bena 

residents, and also residents 
within the limits of Moroccan 
exchange control regulations. 






THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKMG, AM FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

TSL 604^76 6Q,469t> ^ 
‘ P.O.BOX 7806 

AMMAN ^ 



CROWN INTLEST. 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 




Only 
Hm Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Reail 

Estate 

ToL No. 810605/810609 
Fax NO. 810520 



FLAT. O. TEL. 
RESTAURANT 
81S637-M293 

>• ITAUANtmOiE 

CodktmB - Boo Bar - 
... No* Opt* — 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL :S21 77S TLX : 23023 FAX ; 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
V AMMAN -JORDAN 


Daily Lunch 





Parole 

■\b;i..:tiri ■ JohJ.iii iupennarke: HI. DC. 

• V| :' r Tel: 824677 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 ’Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
s£m 30% larger 

• From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


ACNcGACoBariB 

SELECT HOTEL 

. / S ummon 



One visit will make yoo 
a steady , we bdtevell! 


The First Clan Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every roonui 
“Satellite T.V, Reception" , 


IIAIHITEL 
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Amman - Tel. 668193 
P-O-Bax 9403 - Fax 602434 
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Ideal Residence For 
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Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
AmmarvJordan 
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AUIHSNXC CHINESE- CUtStNE 




Colorful 
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Prices . 

Shmebani 
Tel 660250 
open dally 



1 -Pal 



' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

P-m. j 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 
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Chinese dishes, 
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styles at China. 
IV eyrri by Mr 
r* — ckdb 
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lunch & dinner 
Trite raj iBTtett 
Jabal A1 Hussein 
MNstiy of Trade 
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EHINESE RESTAURANT 
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Takm away is miliUe 
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.face luted Always Loved . 



The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

Isf Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Teh 638968 
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than great fast food 



. ASoafilcstaarani 
A Grand Mission 
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Marines ASz Fried Id 8129S5 



- Chinese, Thai, Philliplno, Indonlslan & 
Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches, all over the world and now one 
in Amman. 

- Live Band "6" nights a week 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 
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Among tfie ricfies 
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First Class Sty&j 
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IRE SUMMER TERRACE 
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JJUUL AMMAN nWTCUKU 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

nemunanr 

Special Executive Luncheons . 

. Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3^0 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwards 3rd circle 


Tel 659519 659520 
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I Circle, Jabal Amman Tel. 643216 Fax 643219 



Rest. 
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World News 


Bosnia’s Muslim assembly deals 
a blow to latest peace plan 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Bos- 
nia’s Muslim assembly Tues- 
day effectively rejected the 
latest version of the Geneva 
peace plan, saying they would 
only accept the proposed parti- 
tion of the country into ethnic 
republics if Serbs handed back 
more the territory captured in 
IS months of war. 

Hie decision came just hours 
before a meeting of the multi- 
ethnic Bosnian parliament 
which has been summoned to 
give Bosnia's official response 
to the peace plan drawn up by 
mediators Lord Owen and 
Thonrald Stoltenberg. 

Officials here predicted par- 
liament would vote the same 


way^as the Muslim assembly. 


the 349 Muslim military 
and political leaders attending 
the self-appointed assembly. 
218 voted to accept the plan 
only if predominantly Muslim 
territories taken by force were 
handed back, assembly coordi- 
nator Alija Isakovic told a 
news conference. 

• A first vote on whether to 
simply accept or reject the 
peace plan received 53 votes in 
favour and 78 against, officials 
said. 

If Bosnia accepted the 
“genocide" going on in a 
majority of the territories 


seized by the Serbs, “the 
aggressor would be rewarded 
for his aggression," Mr. Isako- 
vic said. 

The full parliament has the 
final say on whether to accept 
the plan, but most of its re- 
maining members — many 
Serbs and Croats having quit 
the body — were among the 
349 people who voted in the 
Muslim assembly. 

Mr. Isakovic said a vote by 
the parliament late last month 
accepting the principle of a 
partition on condition that 
Bosnian Serbs handed back 
more territories than originally 
envisaged had not been met in 
any great measure. 

Asked whether this effec- 
tively meant rejection by the 
assembly of the current peace 
proposals, Mr. Isakovic said: 
“You can put it that way." 

Tuesday's vote came despite 
concessions from the Croatian 
side which gave the proposed 
landlocked Muslim mini-state 
an outlet to the Adriatic Sea. 

Under the plan, Serbs will 

18 per cent ancP the 
Muslims 30 per cent. 

The plan has been accepted 
in principle by the Bosnian 
Croats and Serbs. 

The session of the enlarged 


parliament — to include gov- 
ernment ministers, members of 
the presidency, leading local 
officials as well as up to 100 of 
a pre-war total of 240 deputies 
— was slated for Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Speaking after a lengthy first 
day of talks in the assembly 
Monday, Mr. Isakovic said, 
“the majority of people are 
hovering between yes and no." 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic did not give the 
assembly any explicit advice on 
how to vote Monday when he 
outlined the main points of the 
peace plan. 

He said points in favour of 
signing the agreement included 
the fact that it was now certain 
that “Europe and the interna- 
tional community would not 
intervene" on the Muslim side, 
and would probably not even 
agree to lift the current arms 
embargo if the war continued. 

The number of refugees is 
increasing, winter is 
approaching and there have 
been warnings about cutting 
off humanitarian aid, he 
added. 

Muslim-led forces were now 
having to fight on a “second 
front", this time against 
Croats, and they could only 
wage a defensive war which 


could result in the loss of furth- 
er territory, he said. 

Finally, “the situation in 
Russia is also getting compli- 
cated and this could turn world 
attention away from the plight 
of Bosnia," he warned. 

Arguments against signing 
the deal focused on the fact 
that the accord would end Bos- 
nians' dream of preserving a 
multi-ethnic nation and allow 
Serbs and Croats to retain 
much of the territory seized by 
force. 

The assembly vote came 
amid new divisions within the 
Bosnian Muslim community. 

The leader of the Muslim 
enclave of Bihac in northwest- 
ern Bosnia proclaimed the 
territory in “autonomous re- 
gion of Western Bosnia" late 
Monday in a dear challenge to 
Mr. Izetbego vic’s leadership. 

Fikret Abdic. a member of 
the Bosnian Collective Pres- 
idency, said the proposed 
carve- up of Bosnia was an 
“historic shame". 

Mr. Izetbegovic slammed 
the move Tuesday as a stab in 
the back of the Muslim nation 
and called on the people of 
Bihac “to energetically defend 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and stop 
every attempt to divide the 
country.” 


‘Shoot-to-kill’ policy 


in N. Ireland denied 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A 
senior British official denied 
Monday that security forces 
have a “shoot-to-kill” policy 
against guerrillas in Northern 
Ireland as the extradition hear- 
ing began for an alleged Irish 
nationalist guerrilla. 

“The government most cer- 
tainly does not operate and has 
never operated a ‘shot-to-kilT 
policy," John Chilcot, perma- 
nent undersecretary of state 
for Britain's Northern Ireland 
office, said in federal court. 

“It would be unlawful." he 
said in response to a question 
from Mark Zanides, the assis- 
tant U.S. attorney represent- 
ing the British government. 

Britain is seeking to extra- 
dite James Smyth, one of 38 
prisoners who escaped from 
Northern Ireland's Maze Pris- 
on in 1983. to complete a 
20-year sentence for the 
attempted murder of an off- 
duty prison guand. 

Mr. Chilcot was the first 


witness called by the prosecu- 
tion in what is expected to be a 


month-long hearing. 

The British government 
alleges Mr. Smyth is a member 
of the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), fighting British rule in 
Northern Ireland. Mr. Smyth, 
39, arrested last year after liv- 
ing in San Francisco for eight 
years under an assumed name, 
denies that and says he was 
wrongly convicted in Northern 
Ireland. 

Meanwhile, the IRA ex- 
ploded a second bomb in Bel- 
fast Monday hours after the 
British government issued a 


stem warning to the group 
accusing it of hypocrisy over a 
massive car bombing. 

The blast Monday evening 
rocked an industrial estate in 
South Belfast but no one was 
hurt. A warning had been 
given and the area was sealed 1 
off and police searched nearby 
car paries for other possible 
devices, a police spokesman 
said. 

Northern Ireland Secretary 
Patrick Mayhew accused the 
IRA of hypocrisy for detonat- 
ing a massive car bomb in 
Belfast Monday morning while 
offering an olive branch to end 
more than two decades of 
guerrilla conflict. 

Mr. Mayhew ruled out any 
peace talks with the Irish Re- 
publican Army or its political 
wing Sinn Fein unless they 
renounced such violence . 

Republican sources broadly 
confirmed reports in Irish 
newspapers that Sinn Fein- 
backed peace proposals bang 
sent to London and Dublin 
offered an IRA ceasefirein 
return for Britain surrendering 
any long-term claim to North- 
ern Ireland. 

The IRA has been fighting 
an "armed struggle” for nearly 
a quarter of a century against 
British rule in Northern Ire- 
land. 

“This morning’s bomb ex- 
plosion in Belfast reveals, yet 
again the hypocrisy of the... 
IRA and its friends m Sinn 
Fein,” Mr. Mayhew said in 
Belfast after a 300-pound (140 
kg) car bomb wnroked city 
centre buildings- 


U.S. general warns North 
Korea against provocation 


SEOUL (AFP) — The United 
States and North Korea held 
several working-level contacts 
In New York recently to re- 
solve the nod ear impasse, a 
Seoul press report said Tues- 
day, as a top U.S. general 
1 warned the North against any 
provocative act. 

Yonhap News Agency 
quoted diplomatic sources in 
Washington and New York as 
saying the United States and 
North Korea, however, foiled 
to narrow their differences 
over Pyongyang's refusal to 
allow inspections of its nuclear 
facilities. 

The commander of U.S. and 
allied forces in South Korea 
was quoted, meanwhile, as 
saying Monday that 36,000 
U.S. forces in South Korea 
would "by the end of 1995, be 
equipped with the best, state- 
of-the-art, ground, artillery 
and aviation systems our coun- 
try used in our victory in the 
Gulf.” 

General Gary Luck told a 
dinner of the Korean Amer- 
ican Association and the 
American Chamber of Com- 
merce, “our kit bag will be full 
if its comes to a fight.” 

Gen. Luck was speaking as 
North Korea has heightened 
tensions in the region with its 
refusal this week to n»pdi 
talks with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) on resuming inspec- 
tions of its nuclear realities. 

The General Assembly of 
the IAEA opened Monday in . 
Vienna with North Korea's re- 
fusal to allow inspections of its 


nuclear rites topping the agen- 
da. 

“As long as our suspicions 
are not met with credible find- 
ings and additional inspections 
of sites, the IAEA cannot rule 
out that some nuclear material 
has been diverted," into a bomb- 
making programme," IAEA 
chief Hans Blix said. 

An IAEA spokesman said 
die U.N. nuclear watchdog 
agency had received a letter 
from Pyongyang blaming the 
IAEA for scuttling a second 
round of IAEA-North Korean 
talks to have taken place from 
Oct. 5. 

In the working -level U.S.- 
North Korean' talks, the U.S. 
side reiterated that it would 
not resume high-level talks 
with the North unless Pyon- 
gyang and the IAEA made 
progress in their talks and the 
North resumed talks with 
South Korea that were frozen 
in January, Yonhap reported: 

The North Koreans insisted 
there could be no precondi- 
tions to the high-level talks and 
again questioned the “fairness 
and impartiality of the IAEA," 
Yonhap said. Pyongyang also 
called for suspension of annual 
U.S.-South Korean military 
exercises, the diplomats were 
quoted as saying. 

Unless the. North dears up 
suspidous it is developing a 
nuclear weapon, and allows 
IAEA inspections to resume, 
the IAEA may vote this week 
to refer the matter to the U.N. 
Security Coundl for possible 
sanctions, officials here and in 
Vienna have said. 



Korea PoWs could have gone to USSR Clinton sets friendly tone with Hosokawa 


WASHINGTON (R) — Americans taken prisoner during the 
Korean War might have been transferred to the Soviet Union 
but this is by no means certain, the State Department said. 
State Department spokeswoman Sondra McCarty took issue 
with one news report of the alleged prisoner of war transfer, 
saying it was based on an analytical Defence Department 
working paper that had been taken out of context. The 
Defence Department report, “quoted out of context by the 
Associated Press, is an analysis of information compiled to 
date ...which leads us to believe that transfers of U.S. PoWs to 
the USSR could have taken place during the Korean War,' 


NEW YORK (AP) — In a busy day of foreign diplomacy. 
President Bill Clinton sought to establish an easy relationship 


with Japan's new prime minister complimenting him as a good 

elbow 


Ms. McCarty said. She said the Pentagon's report js a working 


paper prepared by the office of PoW-MIA (Prisoners o: 
War-Missing In Action) Affairs aimed at helping a U.S.- 
Russian joint commission investigating U.S. prisoners of war 
and those missing in action. 


Cosmonauts make third space walk 


politician whose election mandate gives him “more 
room” to push for change. Mr. Clinton said that Prime 
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa ’s government represents “a 
recent and fresh judgement of the people of Japan about 
changes in Japanese political and economic life." At a joint 
press conference with Mr. Hosokawa, Mr. Clinton was asked 
to compare Japan’s new government with the scandal- tainted 
government of former Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, whose 
Liberal Democratic Party held a half-century grip on power. 
“How can I answer that question without getting in trouble in 
Japan?" Mr. Clinton said jokingly. The two leaders pledged to 
commit themselves to resolving longstanding trade frictions 
between the United States and Japan, the world's two 
economic superpowers. 


MOSCOW (R) — Two Russian cosmonauts went out for their 
third space walk in 12 days Tuesday, replacing equipment on 
their orbiting station Mir. ITAR-TASS News Agency said. 
Vasily Tsibliyev and Alexander Serebrov spent neariy two 
hours in span, replacing a cassette containing construction 
materials and a pane! of a structure for studying cosmic rays. 
The two men walked in space on Sept. 16 and again on Sept. 
20. spending a total of seven and a half hours outside Mir. 
They have been in space for 88 days of a mission scheduled to 
Iasi about six months. 


Guatemala leader calls for referendum 


U.S, senator indicted 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Just 16 weeks after her election to 
the U.S. Senate. Kay Bailey Hutchison was indicted on 
charges of misconduct during her 2 years as state treasurer. 
Mrs. Hutchison, a Republican, was accused along with two 
aides of using her treasurer office for personal and political use 
and destroying records as pan of a coverup. She denied any 
wrongdoing and called the charges the product of a politically 
motivated investigation by Travis County District Attorney 
Ronnie Earle, a Democrat. "1 will win in the end." the senator 
said. "I think the citizens of Texas see through this. ...They 
sec that this is sleazy politics." Mrs. Hutchison became the 
second U.S. senator under indictment. Sen. Dave Durenber-_ 
ger, a Minnesota Republican, faces federal trial in January on* 
charges he illegally claimed reimbursement from the Senate 
for a Minneapolis condominium he secretly owned. He 
announced less than two weeks ago that he wouldn't seek 
relcction to a fourth term next year. 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) — Guatemalan President Ramiro 
De Leon has called for a national plebiscite to try to force all 
congressmen and top judicial officials to resign. He presented 
his request to the Supreme Electoral Tribunal in an attempt to 
break a deadlock which has paralysed the national legislature. 
“I ask the Supreme Electoral Tribunal to call a popular vote so 
that Guatemalans make their views known on my decision to 
ask the Congress deputies and Supreme Court magistrates to 
resign," Mr. De Leon told the tribunal, which oversees 
elections here and must decide whether the president's request 
is within the law. The plebiscite would not force resignations, 
but would give moral strength to Mr. De Leon in his battle to 
purge corruption from the legislature and judiciary. He asked 
that the vote be held as soon as possible 


General who led air raid on Tokyo dies 


PEBBLE BEACH, California (R) — General James Doolit- 
tle, who led the first U.S. air raid on Tokyo in World War II, 
has died aged 96, his daughter-in-law said. Gen. Doolittle, 
who suffered a stroke earlier this month, died in his sleep at his 
home in Pebble Beach, Priscilla Doolittle said. He became an 
American war hero after leading a raid by 16 B-25 bombers on 
Tokyo on April 18, 1942. Although the raid did little damage, 
it boosted American morale four months after the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbour. Gen. Doolittle was born in 
Alameda, California, on Dec. 14, 1S96 and gained masters and 
doctorate degrees in aeronautics from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 
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Delegates, officials and guests sit in tite General 
Assembly baO in the United Nations b n flding as 


they listen to U.S. President Bill Clinton address 
the 48th opening session (AFP photo) 


U.N. asked to put house in order 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Australia Monday presented a 
blueprint for the overhaul of 
the U.N. peacekeeping func- 
tions and criticised rich na- 
tions. presumably the United 
States, for not paying U.N. 
bills. 

Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans, in his address to the 
General Assembly, said it was 
an abuse of good management 
practices and basic common 
sense to force Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali to 
spend so much of his time 
calling in dues and other debts. 

“But overwhelmingly the 
problem is one that has been 
created by member states — 
including the richest of our 
number — and is entirely with- 
in our ability to resolve by 
meeting our assessed contribu- 
tions for regular budgets and 
peace operations- in full and on 
time,” he said. 

The United States by the 
end of September win owe 
some SI billion for peacekeep- 
ing and regular budget dues, 
about half of the current U.N. 
debt. Russia owes 5500 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Evans continued the de- 
bate, begun earlier by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton Mon- 
day, over what criteria should 
be used in setting up 
peacekeeping operations. 

The minister, who mapped 
out a “red book" for Cambo- 
dia that resulted in a strategy 
to end the dvfl war, Monday 
distributed a book called 
“cooperating for peace." 

He listed seven conditions to 
ensure effective peacekeeping 
operations: Clear and achiev- 
able goals, adequate resources, 
close coordination between 
peacekeeping and peacemak- 
ing, impartiality, local support 
for peacekeepers, evident sup- 
port from external powers pre- 
viously involved in the conflict 
and a dearly-designated exit 
point. 

Mr. Evans said operations 
needed to have a “clear- 
minded focus of the objectives 


of the exercise and the likely 
effectiveness in achieving 
them." 

He said that eveiy situation 
had its own characteristics. 
“But is it really necessary for 
decisions on these matters by 
the Security Council or others 
to be made on so evidently ad 
hoc a basis?” 

The Security Coundl, he 
said, should never embark on 
an ^operation “for the sake of 
being seen to be doing some- 
thing." 

International leaders group- 
ing for new polides have prop- 
osed reforms to a United Na- 
tions they believe cannot cope 
with the chaos of the post-cold 
war world. 

President Clinton, m his de- 
but address to the General 
Assembly Monday, urged the 
United Nations to be more 
selective in taking on 


peacekeeping ventures. 
“The Unit 


Jnited Nations simply 
cannot become engaged in ev- 
ery one of the world's conflicts. 
If the American people are to 
say yes to U.N. peacekeeping, 
the United Nations must know 
when to say no," he said. 

In Somalia, Bosnia and 
Angola, the U.N. operations 
are running into increasing 
trouble, reflecting the sudden 
upsurge in intractable ventures 
which the world body is being 
asked to undertake in record 
time. 

Among industrial nations 
footing tlte U.N. bill, Mr. Clin- 
ton’s criticisms and suggested 
reforms were well received. 
British Foreign Minister Doug- 
las Hurd is also expected to call 
Tuesday for a finite mandate in 
peacekeeping operations. 

But Mr. Clinton's inability 
to promise full payment of 
U.S. obligations to the United 
Nations pleased no one. 

The president said the Un- 
ited States would be paying its 
peacekeeping obligations 
shortly. But this debit is about 
S263 million compared to the 
$517 million owed for regular 
dues for this year and past 


years. By the end of Septem- 
ber the total U.S. debt will be 
almost SI billion. 

Mr. Clinton asked for a 
reevaluation of U.N. dues to 
reduce the 25 per cent assess- 
ment which Washington must 
pay. But some allies com- 
mented privately that this 
would not wipe out the current- 
debt, partly responsible for a 
near-bankrupt U.N. 

Dr. Ghali, juggling funds to 
meet the monthly payroll, has 
said the world is not certain 
what role it wants the United 
Nations to play but expects it 
to solve its toughest crises. 

He politely took issue with 
Mr. Clinton, telling a lunch: “I 
hope that supporters and scep- 
tics will understand what is 
required for success. First, it 
must be understood that there 
will be failures as well as suc- 
cesses. The United Nations is 
not a magic wand.” 


Nearly every speaker called 
for some kind of reform of die 
Security Council and an en- 
largement of its permanent 
members — the five World 
War II victors, the United 
States, China, Britain, France 
and Russia as successor to the 
Soviet Union. But there is no 
agreement on how this should 
be done. 

Japan’s new Prime Minister 
Monhiro Hosokawa made it 
dear that Tokyo expected a 
permanent seat on the 15- 
member Coundl in 1995, the 
50th anniversary of the United 
Nations. 

And he apologised for the 
first time to the United Na- 
tions, founded on the ashes of 
the war, for Japanese militar- 
ism. 

“I wish to state again that 
Japan continues to feel a sense 
of remorse over its past actions 
and that it is firmly resolved to 
make further contributions to 
the goals of peace and secur- 
ity,” he said. 

For several developing na- 
tions, the debate seemed far 
from their own harsh realities. 


U.K. Labour leader faces more disunity 


BRIGHTON, England (AFP) 
— Labour leader John Smith's 
controversial bid to wrest con- 
trol of his party from the iron 
grip of Britain's trade unions 
was in turmoil Tuesday amid a 
widening rift in the party's top 
ranks. 

Mr. Smith's deputy. Mar- 
garet Beckett, ignited a fires- 
torm of speculation when she 
refused to unequivocally back 
the so-called “one member, 
one vote” (OMOV) reform on 
which Mr. Smith is staking his 
political future. 

And another member of the 
opposition cabinet, shadow 
health minister Dawn Primar- 
olo, openly denounced Mr. 
Smith's plan as “unaccept- 


able,” saying, “I think we 
should maintain our links with 
the unions.” 

Senior Labour MPs privately 
condemned Ms. Beckett for 
"transparent disloyalty," 
accenting her support from the 
powerful Transport and 
General Workers Union, 
which bitterly opposes 
OMOV, as do most of the 
unions that created rbe Labour 
Party 90 years ago. 

Mr. Smith has placed his 
credibility and career on the 
line in seeking to reform the 
bloc voting system, which 
guarantees the unions a 40 per 
cent voice in party decision- 
making and 70 per cent in the 
selection of Labour parliamen- 


tary candidates. 

Earlier legislator Tony 
Benn, doyen of the British left, 
was dropped from the top com- 
mittee of the Labour Party, a 
veteran casualty of the main 
opposition movement's shift to 
the centre. 

Mr. Benn, a well-born 
Socialist who renounced a 
hereditary title and who wants 
to abolish the monarchy, was 
ousted from the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee on the first 
day of Labour’s week-long 
annual conference. 

Mr. Benn, 68, energy secret- 
ary in the 1974-79 Labour Par- 
ty administration, had been on 
the powerful committee for 34 
years. 


Phnom Penh has right to ‘wipe out’ 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — The 
Khmer Rouge was no longer a 
legitimate faction and the new 
Cambodian government had 
the right “to wipe out" the 
guerrillas, Co-Premier Hun 
Sen said Tuesday. 

"From the afternoon of 
Sept. 24, the Khmer Rouge is 
an illegal faction,” Mr. Hun 
Sen said, referring to the date 
when King Norodom Sihanouk 
promulgated the constitution, 
re-ascended to the throne and 
appointed his son. Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, as the 
new government’s fiist prime 
minister with Mr. Hun Sen as 
second premier. 

The Khmer Rouge was a 
member of the Supreme 
National Council (SNC), 
which embodied the sovereign- 
ty of Cambodia during the 
U.N.-supervised transitional 
period which ended with the 
approval of the constitution 
and the formation of a Nation- 


e 


al Assembly and government. 
“ >NC 


“The SNC and the U.N. 
Transitional Authority in Cam- 
bodia has been completed. So 
please remember that from 
now on, if the government 
launches any military opera- 


tion, it is their legal right to 
wipe them out ” Mr. Hun Sen 
said after the inauguration 
meeting of the 120-member 
National Assembly. 

The Khmer Rouge has said 
it would like a role in the new 
vern merit and armed forces, 
it at the same time claims the 
government is still under the 
control of “Vietnamese pup- 
pets," the leaders of the 
Vietnamese-installed Phnom 
Penh government. 

“From today ...if (Khmer 
Rouge nominal leader) Khieu 
Samphan curses Hun Sen it 
means that Khieu Samphan 
curses King Norodom Siha- 
nouk because the king was the 
one who signed the decree to 
appoint me,” Mr. Hun Sen 
said. 

Mr. Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh have repeatedly 
said that they would grant the 
radical faction an advisory role 
in the government on the con- 
dition that it stops all military 
activity and opens up its zones 
of control. 

Mr. Hun Sen said the Khmer 
Rouge could avoid “losing 
face" by turning over their 
control zones to King Siha- 


nouk rather than to the gov- 
ernment. 

He also warned foreign 
countries not to support the 
Khmer Rouge now that the 
government was established in 
Phnom Penh. 


“Any country who dares to 
have relations with the Khmer 
Rouge violates the sovereignty 
of Cambodia," he said, in a 
veiled reference to Thailand 
which has defended its rela- 
tions with the Khmer Rouge by 
claiming it is a legitimate fac- 
tion. 


Mr. Hun Sen said he was not 
optimistic about the outcome 
of King Sihanouk's offer to 
host “round-table” talks be- 
tween the government and the 
Khmer Rouge, scheduled for 
late October. 


“I believe there is a one per 
cent chance of the talks being 
successful,” he said. 


The co-premier also said 
that if the Khmer Rouge were 


to agree to the government's 
terms to join the national com- 
munity, they would have to 
publicly dedans the whereab- 
outs of their notorious leader 
Pol Pot. 



French smokers 
cut down but face 
fruit of temptation 




n 


PARIS (R) — The French are 
tempting smokers, worried ai> 
out health risks, with exotic 
and spicy cigarettes. Cutting 
back and turning to lights? 
Then, how about peadr-and- 
apricot or aniseed-flavoured 
smokes, as a change from 
heavy tar? These new, fruity 
temptations, designed to cor- 
ner a growing market of 
health-conscious tobacco 
addicts, will reach customers 
next month, France’s state- 
owned tobacco maker Seitc 
said. “This is unheard of in the 
world of Tobacco", Seita said. 
Philippe Boucher, director of 
the Anti-Smoking League, 
greeted the news with a jeer. 
“People who want peaches and 
apricots should buy the fruit. 
What’s the point of smoking 
such cigarettes?" But with 4.9 
mg tar and 0.45 mg nicotine 
levels, the brands fall into the 
category of light cigarettes, 
whose share of the tobacco 
market rose to 31.4 per cent in 
1992 against 29.1 per cent the 
previous year. This makes 
French smokers the second 
biggest buyers of light 
cigarettes in the European 
Community after Britain, 
according to statistics from the 
Tobacco Information Centre. 
The French, long known for 
their puffing, appear to be 
changing their habits. Last 
year they smoked 96.3 billion 
dgarettes against 97.1 billion 
in 1991. 
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4 sisters spend 
weekends winning 
beauty pageants 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. 
(AP) — In five years of beauty 
pageants, Blaire Pancake has 
won 25 national crowns, two 
cars, costly wardrobes, almost 
$20,000 in savings bonds, a 
Bahamas cruise, a trip to Dis- 
ney World — and a puppy. 
Don't discount that puppy. 
Blaire Pancake is just 10 years 
old. And if her career as a 
contestant has been extraor- 
dinary, she is not alone. Her 
three younger sisters are al! 




following in her sequined 
shoes. “We’ve been to so many 


pageants I’ve quit counting, 
said Druce Pancake, a plastic 
surgeon who spends his spare 
time preparing his daughters to 
compete^ “It’s something we 
can do together as a family. It's 
like soccer with boys, only 1 
fthve four daughtets’drid tftfey 
enter pageants.” And they 
usually win. Blaire and her 
7-year-old sister Erin have won 
so many trophies in their short 
pageant careers that their pa- 
rents recently donated more 
than 800 of them to schools. 
“They just filled the entire 
basement," Mr. Pancake said. 
“Sometimes they’d win 10 
trophies in just one pageant." 
The younger sisters are 
novices, but they're off to a 
good start. Jslise, 3, and Ale- 
xis, 1, both took top honours in 
their first pageant this year. 
Both were crowned Miss South- 


ti. ... . 


cm Charm 1993 in their age 
divisions. “The babies don’t 


really know what’s going on. 

lost 


When they're little, it's alm< 
a dog show, in a way. Jfls 
mainly for the parents,” said 
Mr. Pancake. • 


EAST 1 
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American rows 
across Atlantic 
into record books 


4 
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LONDON (AFP) — A 6f- 
year-old American landeti Royaj 
himself in the record bookjs - 
Monday afteT rowing across ,./ : - 
the Atlantic in a boat l.tjjz r ' --- ■ 
metres long. Hugo Vilhen. & 
retired airline pilot, beached 
his tiny craft at Falmouth, near 
the southwestern tip of the 
country, 104 days after leaving 
Newfoundland, Canada. His 
craft was the smallest ever to 
have made the trip. The pre- 
vious record was held by a 
Briton, whose boat was one 
inch (2.5 centimetres) longer. 

Mr. When said he had origi- 
nally tried to start his journey 
from U.S. soil, but was pre- 
vented by Florida coastguards. 

“They brought me back when I 
was 26 miles out.. The only 
solution was to leave -from 
Newfoundland," he said on his 
arrival. 


Al- 
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Punters go on 
rampage after 
‘rigged' race 


SEOUL (R) — Thousands of 
angry punters convinced that a 
horse race had been rigged 
went on the rampage, police 
said. The protest erupted at 
Kwachon Race Course in 
southern Seoul after the jockey 
fell of a horse tipped as 
favourite. News reports said 
about 80 per cent of the two 
billion won ($2.5 million) bet 
on the race had been put on 
the horse. Witnesses said some 
protesters broke into a build- 
ing, smashing windows and set- 
ting fire to chairs. Others 
fought race officials and 
burned their betting stubs. 
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Platini All Stars to 
play Palestinians 

GAZA.GTry, Occupied Gaza Strip (AFP) - A Palestinian 
team wiU take on a French showbusmess side including former 
Europe Player of the Year Michael Platini in Jericho 

Moamer Bssissu, the head of the Gaza Football League, 
saw: President Yasser Arafat will send a representative to 
attend the match.” 

The French side would include other old World Cud 
players, he added. K 

"P* PLO, which is soon to move headquarters to Jericho, is 1 
folaunch autonomy in the West Bank town and. on the Gaza 
Strip on October 13, a month after the historic deal was signed 
with Israel. 

The Palestinians say they are looking to join the Interna- 
tional Football Federation FIFA. 

They are members of federations of 10 other sports and last 

[ week were made provisional members of the International 
Olympic Committee. 

World Judo 
Championships 

French seek Japan’s 
top spot 


HAMILTON, Canada (AFP) 
— French judo chiefs believe 
that with a little help from 
ex-Soviet fighters they can take 
Japan's spot as judo's top na- 
tion at the world cham- 
pionships ■ Thursday. 

“We really believe we can 
now overtake Japan,” said 
French director of coaching 
Jean-Luc Rouge. “We should 
’ win the women's anyway but 
the break of the Soviet Union 
wil] hurt them more than us. 

“Their men will have more 
opponents in their best cate- 
gories.” 

Japan won 11 medals, in- 
cluding four men's titles at the 
1991 world championships, to 
■France’s seven medals and two 
’tides. 

Japan were pegged back to 
10 medals and only two titles at 
last year's Olympics in Barce- 
lona while die French main- 
tained their record of seven 
medals and two titles. 

At the European Cham- 
pionships at Athens in May the 
French walked away with 12 
medals, including .three men's 
tides and two women's. For- 
mer Soviet fighters won<ithe' 
other five men's tides and he 
believes they will cancel out 
the Japanese men here. 

“We respect the Japanese 
but in the past we have tended 
to follow them blindly,” said 
Rouge who was light 
heavyweight world champion 
in 1975. 

“In the last couple of years 
we have tried to develop our 
.own skills and our results in the 
last 12 months seem to have 
’improved drastically,” be said. 

“Japanese judo seems 
anchored in the past. They 


don’t question what they are 
doing,” he added. 

Team manager Fabien 
Canu, middleweight world 
champion in 1987 and 1989, 
was more reserved in his pre- 
dictions. 

“The gap has narrowed over 
the last five years but Japan are 
still number one,” be said. 

Japan are battling to defend 
not only their dwindling domi- 
nance but also their time- 
honoured belief in the all- 
white fighting strip. 

The International Judo Fed- 
eration will vote on a Euro- 
pean proposal that opponents ' 
should fight in either bluS*br 
white to make matches easier 
to follow and better for televi- 
sion. 4 

All-Japan Judo Federation 
President Yukimitsu Kano says 
white symbolises judo's “pur- 
ity.” a Similar proposal was 
voted down 87-50 in 1989. 

Japanese team manager 
Yasuhiro Yamasbita hopes to 
bring home all eight men’s 
-titles, compared with four- at 
the lhst championships. 

u ' Yamashita, 1981 doubie 
world champion, said they 
were “watching what the for- , 
mer Soviet forces are up to.” 

Heavyweight Naoya Ogawa 
is seeking an unprecedented 
fourth Straight world title in 
the men’s open category. 

tic lost to Georgia's; David 
*Khakhaleichvili in the over-95 ■ 
ldlo heavyweight final in Bar- 1 
celona and three months later 
the 1.93m 130 kilo giant was 
floored by Belgian Harry Van 
Bameverd with leg throw at 
the Kano Cup in Tokyo. 


THE MIDDLE EAST TRADE ESTABLISHMENT 
FOR CHINESE PRODUCTS 

invites you to 

Its first exhibition of Chinese products 

held at the 

Royal Cultural Centre 

until Sept. 30. You are welcome daily 
between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

Unique Chinese products, satisfying all tastes. 

• Chinese carpet • Silk carpets • Household 
utensils • Souvenirs • Ceramics • Vases 

• Paravans • Drawings and various handcrafts. 

. 4 ■ Direct sate to the public 
Do not miss this opportunity 


AL-ZAM1L 

AIR CONDITIONERS. 


The only air conditioners that proved their high quality 
all over the Middle East area. 

provided with: 

* Warranty for one year 
☆ After sale maintenance 
All types & sizes are available at 
Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
Tel. 611996, fax 624689, TO- 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. TeL 642722 


AC Milan replace Marseille 
in World Club Cup 


ZURICH (R) — Marseille, 
already kicked out of the Euro- 
pean Cup and stripped of their 
French League title, were re- 
placed by AC Milan in the 
World Club Cup and Euro- 
pean Super Cup Monday. 

In a joint meeting of FIFA 
and their European counter- 
parts UEFA, the disgraced 
French chib had a worldwide 
ban slapped on them, forcing 
them out of the two lucrative 
competitions. 

Milan, beaten by Marseille 
in the European Cup final, will 
take their place against South 
American champions Sao 
Paulo in the intercontinental 
World Club Cup in Japan and 
against Parma in the European 
Super Cup. 

Marseille, banned by UEFA 
.from defending the European 
Cup this season because of 
their alleged involvement in a 
bribery scandal, had hoped to 
play both competitions to earn 
about 50 million francs ($8 
million) to lessen their losses. 

The dub’s financial manager 
Alain Laroche said Friday 
Marseille were “90 million 
francs ($15 million) short and • 
may sell oue or two players.” 

FIFA General-Secretary 
Sepp Blatter said: “FIFA was 
obliged to apply worldwide any 
' sanctions produced by any of 
its member assodations. 

“Thus the three players and 
the former manager are now 
suspended from any form of 
football activity anywhere in 
the world.” 

He said the same applied for 
the dub. 

Th e Frenc h Football Federa- 
tion (FFF), under pressure 
from FIFA to act, stripped 
Marseille of the league title last 
week over the affair in which 
they allegedly bribed Valen- 
ciennes’ players to lose a 
league game in May. 

The FFF also suspended 
Marseille General Secretary 
Jean-Pierre Bernes and three 
players — Marseille's Jean- 
Jacques Eydelie and Valen- 
ciennes’ Christophe Robert 
and former Argentine interna- 
tional Jorge Burruchaga. 

The sanctions are provision- 
al, pending a French justice 
ruling on the scandal. 

Milan's invitation to replace 
Marseille was widely expected 
when FIFA called Monday's 
meeting to discuss the FFFs 
rulings and rubber stamp their 
automatic worldwide ban. 

UEFA President Lennart 
Johansson said Milan replaced 
Marseille under UEFA regula- 
tions as losing European Cup 
finalists. 
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Disgraced Olympique Marseille President Bernard Tapie (AFP 
photo) 


Marseille's reputation suf- 
fered a fresh blow on Friday 
night when their fans invaded 
the pitch near the end of their 
3-0 home defeat to Metz and 
the referee abandoned the 
game. 

The people, including five 
policemen, were injured and 
four supporters detained, 
police said. Marseille now fear 
suspension from their Velod- 
rome Stadium for at least one 
match. 

Marseille's millionaire own- 
er Bemie Tapie threatened to 
quit after the pitch invasion, 
saying: “In these conditions, 
soccer is no fun anymore. I 
need to think (it) over.” 

The latest sanctions could 
force the hard-up dub to sell 
Croatian Alen Boksic sooner 
than next season's agreed 
move to Italy's Lazio, and also 
unk?ad Portuguese midfielder 
P aulo Fotre. 

FIFA had- threatened to sus- 
^jcnd France from internation- 
al competition unless sanctions 
were taken by September 23 
after running out of patience 
with the FFF handling of the 
affair. ’ 

After the FFF acted last 
Wednesday, FIFA said: “We 
feel that these decisions have 
preserved the credibility of 


JPF's international basketball 
tournament begins today 


FOR RENT 

One storey, semi-furnished house for rent in Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Consists of three bedrooms, sitting, 
dining and living room, closed veranda, kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, telephone, garage, with large garden 
and central heating. 

Please call tel. 673585 or 816917 


REFINED ATMOSPHERE 
Shmeisani location 

HORIZON CULTURAL CENTRE 

PRESENTS 

* Arabic for foreigners. Special evening class for 
working people. 

☆ Ikebana - O’Hara School, Japanese instruc- 
tress. 

☆ Art appreciation. 

☆ French. 

For information tel.: 681628 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading company in Jordan has vacancy for a sales 
representative (female or male) with the following 
qualifications: 

L Good command of English language. 

2. Three to five years experience In selling 

• cosmetics products to beauty salons. 

Applicants who own private cars are requested to 
mail their CV’s and credentials to the following 
address: 

The Manager 
P.O.Box 2190 
Amman - Jordan 


French football as a whole and 
have thus settled a matter 
which was of great concern to 
the world football federation.” 

There were no sanctions 
against Valenciennes player 
Jacques Glassmann, who first 
made the bribery allegations 
against Marseille and said he 
had refused the offer, nor 
against the two club presi- 
dents, Tapie and Michel Coen- 
cas. # 

Meanwhile Marseille boss 
Tapie said Monday’s decision 
by world soccer authorities to 
ban the European champions 
from the World Club Cup and 
European Super Cup was un- 
fair, but added he would not 
quit. 

The millionaire said it was 
wrong to punish his dub before 
accusations they bribed league 
opponents Valenciennes had 
been proven in a French court. 

' “It’s a lot for ‘accusations 
that have not been proved." 
said Tapie after hearing of the 
new sanctions against Marseil- 
le. 

“I’m never discouraged,” he 
told French radio. “I feel jike 
shouting because it's unfair... 
but I will not disappear just 
because a handful of crooks 
are trying to do us down." 




By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Six teams Wednesday begin 
competition in the international basketball 
tournament organised by the Jordan Basket- 
ball Federation (JBF) on the anniversary of 
His Majesty King Hussein's accession to the 
throne. 

The tournament, held under the patronage 
of Her Royal Highness Princess Hava Bint A1 
Hussein, comes amid the preparations of the 
Kingdom's national team for the 17th Asian 
Basketball Championships due to be held in 
Jakarta. Indonesia, Nov. 12-20. 

Offidals and coaches at the JBF will have a 
good opportunity to assess the national team's 
preparations for the Asian Championships in 
which over 15 countries will be competing for 
two berths in the World Basketball Cham- 
pionships. 

Iraq's A1 Talaba and league champions A1 
Naft, in addition to Lebanon’s AI Hikmeh, 
Russia's Seska Moscow, Bulgaria's Himik and 
Jordan’s national team will be clashing for the 
title. 

Last week the JBF was on the verge of 
cancelling (he tournament because of its 
relatively high cost of over JD 40.000. 
However, Coca Cola agreed to sponsor the 
event as it is a crucial part of the national 
team's ongoing preparations. 

According to JBF Vice-President Samir 
Janakat, the national team will be following 
the plan drawn up by the team's Ukrainian 
coach Alexander Sasha. 

“After this tournament, the national team 
is scheduled to have a training camp in 
Europe in addition to friendlies with Roma- 
nian or Russian teams in Amman,” Mr. 
Janakat told the Jordan Times. 

At a press conference at the JBF Tuesday, 
Sasha said he hoped the national team will 


clinch the title, but added that it would not be 
easy, especially against Seska, the Russian 
champions. “We will seek to test our defen- 
sive capabilities against the stronger teams,” 
he added. 

The JBF Monday named the members of 
the national team as follows: Murad Baraka t, 
Naser Bushnaq, Hilal Barakat. Samir Mur- 
qus, Marwan Maiouq, Jihad Saliba, Yousef 
Zaghloul, Mu n laser Abultayyeb. Marwan A1 
Saeedi, Ramez Hammoudeh. Ziyad At 
Nabulsi, Mohammad A1 Shamali. Kama! A1 
Helou, Walid Badran and Nadim Nahhas. 

The national team had finished eighth in 
the last Asian Championship in 1991 in Kobe. 
Japan. 

The JBFs next project is to organise the 
under-19 championship starting Oct. 10. The < 
second round of the men's' first division 
championship will be held after the Asian 
Championships, while the 1993 season is 
scheduled to end with the under-22 cham- 
pionships. 

SCHEDULE OF MATCHES 


Wednesday Jordan vs Hikmeh 

5 JO p.m. 

29W93 

Himik vs Talahah 

7:30 p.m. 

Thursday 

Naft vs Himik 

5 p.m. 

30/9/93 

Talaba vs Seska 

7 p.m. 

Friday 

Jordan vs Naft 

5 p.m. 

1/10/93 

Seska vs Hikmeh 

7 p.m. 

Saturday 

Talaba vs Hikmeh 

3 p.m. 

2/10/93 

Himik vs Jordan 

5 p.m. 

Sunday 

Hikmeh vs Himik 

5 p.m. 

3/10/93 

Naft vs Talaba 

7 p.m. 

Monday 

Talaba vs Jordan 

5 p.m. 

4/10/93 

Seska vs Himik 

7 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Hikmeh vs Naft 

5 p.m. 

5/10/93 

Jordan vs Seska 

7 p.m. 

&AU matches win be held at the Sports Palace. 


Colombian Asprilla thrills Italian fans 


ROME (R) — Flamboyant 
Colombian striker Faustino 
Asprilla is a breath of fresh air 
in a soccer world in which the 
vast majority of players look 
like they have been assembled 
on a production line. 

Asprilla, who plays for Ita- 
lian club Parma, is a potent 
blend of pace, power and flair 
as he has just demonstrated 
with a run form which most 
players can only dream of. 

First he played a starring 
role in Colombia's Astounding 
54) rout of Argentina in a key 
World, Cup qualifier, netting 
twice. 

His. return to action with 
Cup Winners’ Cup holders' 
Parma was equally dramatic, 
the black forward striking two 
fine goals in the last three 
minutes to run defeat Into vic- 
tory as the Italians began their 
defence of their European title 
against the Swedes of Deger- 
fors. 


rmwii 


His golden September con- 
tinued with a hat-trick in the 
league game with Torino and 
he then conjured up another 
special as Parma held Samp- 
doria 1-1 last Sunday — each 
goal followed by the fun-loving 
AspriUa’s trademark celebra- 
tion cartwheel. 

His skills have prompted 
comparisons with south Amer- 
ican greats such as Diego 
Maradona and even pele. 

“Asprilla can take us where 
the great Diego took Napoli — 
to the Italian title,” said Parma 
President Giorgio. Ped- 
raneschi. 

Only 23 years old, Asprilla 
would seem to have some of 
the same self-destructive ten- 
dencies as Maradona. 

He missed Parma’s Cup 
Winners' Cup triumpth at 


Wembly Iasi riay after hadl 1 / 
gashing his lug in a mysteriot «s 
incident bac< home in Col- 
ombia. 

He maintained all along that 
he had trode'ea on a bottle 
beside as? sv» muting poo 1 , De- 
spite reports «.hat he kicked in 
the window of a bus during a 
rowdy nighL out. 

Colombia's World Cup qual- 
ifying campaign also had its 
rocky moments with Asprilla 
involved in an altercation with 
photographers-, at Bogota Air- 
port and briefly walking out on 
the squad after being dropped.. 

In Italy, stories abound of 
-the cars he has written off and 
how the Salsa music blasting 
from the house he shares with 
his wife and baby sen have 
shaken and stirred sleepy Par- 
ma. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HtRSCH 

t <682 Tmxjna M*U Sanucas. Inc. 


EXPERT PLAY OR SILLY BLUNDER? 


tsssssssssss/sss/ss//sss/s/ssssssssss/ssssssssss/sss/sss/ss/sssssS* 

For All Your Translation Needs 
TRUST 

the experts in translation 

Shmeisani-T el.:681 628 


iBudgeti 


RENTA CAR 


m 


WHY PAY FOR CAR RENTAL 
WHENYOUCANGETITFREE !!! 
WE ARE CELEBRATING OUR 

35th 

ANNIVERSARY WITH A 

SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR WEEK ENDS 

ONLY PAY FOR KILOMETERS 
AND INSURANCE 

CALL AT 698131 / 2 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* A K 3 

T K 8 4 

A 2 

+ A K 9 8 5 
WEST EAST 

* J 9 6 * Q 

7 A 7 2 7 10 9 5 3 

!Q 9 8 7 5 v K J 6 

+ 32 4 Q J 10 6 4 

SOUTH 

4 10 8 7 5 4 2 

\ Q J 6 

•' 10 4 3 

* 7 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

2 NT Pass 4 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Seven of 
Follow the play of this hand care- 
fully. then decide whether South 
was a good player or a lunatic. 

Nate South’s jump to four spades 
on a weak hand. Far from showing 
strength, a direct jump to game over 
a two-no-trump opening hid is a 
shutout bid. With a good hand. 
South could have first bid three 
spades, then corrected three no 
trump to four spades. 

Declarer won the opening lead 
with the ace of diamonds, cashed 
the ace of clubs and ruffed a club. 
After crossing to the king of spades. 


declarer tried another club ruff. 
West, o vc miffed, reached pnrtner 
with the king of diamonds and over- 

railed one more time in clubs— 
down one. 

At rubber bridge the play of the 
hand would be considered suicidaL 
After winning the ace of diamonds, 
declarer should cush two rounds of 
tramps followed by the ace and king 
of clubs, on which a diamond is dis- 
carded. Now declarer is happy to 
concede e trick in each suit except 
clubs. 

But this was rot rubber bridge. 
The hand was dealt in a major pair 
championship, and declarer was an 
American intemationalisL What’s 
more, he played the hand correctly! 

Every pair rated to be in four 
spades, and making 30 tricks would 
earn, at best, an average score. If 
dubs broke 4-3. and that is tbe per- 
centage split, declarer would, at 
worst, break even cm this line and 
could end up with one or two over- 
tricks. depending on the lie of the 
black suits. 

Note that declarer cannot draw 
two rounds of trumps before start- 
ingonclubs. Ifeither defender start- 
ed with three trumps and four chibs, 
dummy would have no fast entry for 
diamond discords cm the established 
clubs. 


Furnished Semi VELLA 

Three Bedrooms, three Baths, Dining , Sitting , 
A Living room, wide A modem Kitchen , Terrace f 
Spacious Garden , separate Central heating , 
Telephone Line. 

LOCATION.. Between 7th & 8th Circle, 

Close to (Royal Automobile ClutyConfart TeL 822159 


TeL: 6774201 | Cinema 


Tel.: 6992381 I Cinema 


Tel.: 634744] 


Concord Cinema “1” 

Fateh Hamameh — in 

Land of Dreams 

.Shows at 1230. 3-JO, 6:15, 8:30 and 10-J0 p.m. 

Concord “j" 

Jim. Marshal — in • 

The Boxer Gladiator 

* . ■ ■ 
=Shows ac 1230, 3:15, 6, 8:15 and 10:15 p.m. 


Adel imam 

in 

d Sayyed A! Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: I2-J0. 3-J0, 6:00. 8:30 


Robert Redford 
Demi Moore — In 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 

A special show lor children at 1 1 a.m. 
Thursdays. Fridays and Sundays 

PROBLEM CHILD 2 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Tel.: 675S71 

Naha Ai Masittnf Theatre 

presents a play entitled: 

AI llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel. 
Hassan AI Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition lo other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabil & Hisharifs Tel - : 625155 

AHLAM THEATRE 

The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8 - 30 p m 

The iheaire cioses Saiu'day ana Sunday' 
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Arafat to visit France, Britain, Germany 

AMMAN (AFP) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat is to visit France. Germany and Britain 
during the next two weeks, a PLO official here said Tuesday. 
The official, declining to be named, said Mr. Arafat would 
visit the three countries ahead of a session of the 100-member 
Palestine Central Council to be held at PLO headquarters in 
Tunis on Oct. 10th. Mr. Arafat earlier this month toured 
several Asian nations during which he briefed leaders on the 
Palestinian autonomy agreement with Israel. A planned visit 
to Greece was postponed. The PLO official said financial 
assistance to the Gaza Strip and West Bank town of Jericho, 
which are to be given self-rule on October 13th, would be 
discussed during Mr. Arafat's meetings in the European 
capitals. 

Majlis rejects subcommittee on women 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian parliament rejected Tuesday 
a proposal to establish a sub-committee to address problems 
faced by women and families, with some deputies invoking 
Islamic edicts to justify their opposition. The proposal, which 
was introduced by 60 deputies, including the nine female 
deputies in the conservative-dominated parliament, was a 
watered-down version of a similar proposal rejected last year, 
on creating a sub-committee for women. During the debate 
preceding the vote. Nafiseh, Fayazbakhsh. a female deputy 
from Tehran, said women were “not asking for anything 
ami-Islamic. “We are merely trying to institutionalise our 
rights and make sure they are respected." But the majority of 
the 260 deputies opposed the creation of an extra sub- 
committee. insisting that the present ones were enough to 
address issues related to women. “Women are not large in 
numbers in the parliament," said one deputy. “So it would be 
best if the executive and the judiciary branches addressed their 
problems." 

Suspected militant fires at Egyptian officer 

CAIRO (AP) — A gunman fired at a police captain and 
wounded an enlisted policeman and a bystander, apparently 
the latest of a new wave of Muslim extremist attacks against 
security forces in southern Egypt. The attack occurred 
Monday night, the state-owned Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) reported, the fifth in a week of violence that has 
killed four people. Victims included two Coptic Christians, 
one a police officer, and two other members of Egypt's 
security apparatus. A Muslim militant organisation, Al Gamaa 
A1 Islamiya, claimed responsibility for one of the assaults. The 
rest, which the government has blamed on Muslim extremists 
as well, follow a similar pattern of attack and escape. In 
Monday's inaident, a lone gunman shot at Capt. Sayyed 
Ahmad in a police van at Edfo, 830 kilometres south of Cairo. 
Capt. Ahmad returned the fire and was unhurt, but a trooper 
in the back of the van and a civilian were wounded. The 
gunman escaped into a nearby sugar cane field, the news 
agency said. 

Peres says P ress rejected invite to Norway talks 

NE’W YORK (R) — Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, 
an architect of the Israel-Palesdne Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) peace pact, said Monday he had invited reporters with 
him on his trip to Norway, where secret peace talks were held, 
but was turned clown. “You know, when I went to Norway, we 
invited the press to accompany us and they said, ‘what for, 
where are you going, to the Scandinavians, nothing will 
happen there',' ’ he said. “Our television refused to accompany 
us," Mr. Peres said on the Cable News Network. “So finally 
we enjoyed the solitude of the negotiations. It helped us so 
much." The secret Norway talks led up to the signing of the 
peace pact between Israel and the PLO. 

Mandela meets Israeli foreign minister 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — African National Congress 
(ANC) President Nelson Mandela Monday met Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, accepted an invitation to visit Israel 
and tha nked South African Jews for fighting against apartheid. 
A statement by Israel's U.N. mission said it was the first time 
that the ANC president had met an Israeli leader, who 
extended the invitation. Mr. Mandela accepted with pleasure, 
it said. The date of the visit was not set. Mr. Mandela 
congratulated Mr. Peres on the Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agreement on mutual recognition and 
limited .self-government for Palestinians, according to the 
Israeli statement. He said that the Mideast breakthrough 
coincides with important progress towards non -racial demo- 
cracy in South Africa. Mr. Peres said the people of Israel see 
Mandela as a symbol of courage in die fight for freedom, 
equality and justice. Mr. Mandela told Peres that many South 
African Jews have stood with the ANC in the fight to abolish 
apartheid and praised Jewish lawyers in South Africa who 
represented members of the ANC. 

French Jews split over Mideast peace 

PARIS (R) — France’s Jewish community, the world's fourth 
largest, was embroiled in a row Tuesday after accusations that 
its leaders were only lukewarm in support of last month's 
Israel-Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) peace agree- 
ment. Chief Rabbi Joseph Sitruk issued a rare press statement 
saying the Jewish community was united and it was “unaccept- 
able to describe its leaders as opposed to peace." Rabbi Sitruk 
was responding to an article in the weekly news magazine 
L'evenement du Jeudi which said the official heads of France’s 
700.000 Jews "paid only grudging lip service" to the Israel- 
Palestinian agreement. Jewish sources confirmed to Reuters 
some community leaders had privately criticised Israel’s 
agreement to end its occupation of the Gaza Strip and the 
Jericho region and questioned the wisdom of dealing with 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat. L'evenement du Jeudi said support 
for the accords was wider among Oriental, or Sephardic, Jews 
bom in former French North Africa, while opposition came 
from a handful of European, or Ashkenazi. Jews who nave 
long dominated the leadership. 

Pro-PLO Jerusalem daily to reopen 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM l AFP) — A Palestinian newspap- 
er, which shut down two months ago as funding dried up. will 
start up again in the nexr there weeks, the editor told AFP 
Tuesday. "Al Fajr newspaper will come out within the next 
three weeks,’' said Hanna Siniora, but the exact date still had 
to be decided. The 22-year-old daily which had 38 staffers in 
East Jerusalem closed down on July 23 as sales plummeted 
from a high of 22,000 copies a day to about 1 .000. Palestinian 
sources said that Al Fajr, meaning dawn, which is owned by 
wealthy Palestinian-American businessman Paul Ajlouni, 
used to receive nearly $60,000 a month in Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) subsidies. But Mr. Siniora would not say 
where the money was coming from for the relaunch now the 
PLO autonomy deal is set to start in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho on Oct. 13. “Other Palestinian newspapers which had 
to shut down because of financial problems will also reopen 
soon," he added. The Al Shaab daily, also from East 
Jerusalem, went out of circulation in May as the Palestinian 
financial crisis deepened. That had left just two Palestinian 
dailies in operation here, Al Quds and Al Nahar. 

South Korean minister visits Israel 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The first South Korean minister to visit 
Israel arrived Tuesday. 30 years after the two countries 
opened diplomatic relations, officials said. Science and Tech- 
nology Minister Kim Si-Joong w&. Jue to sign a science and 
technology agreement with his Israeli counterpart Shulamit 
Aloni later Tuesday. Israel hopes the autonomy agreement 
with the Palestinians will pave the way for (Core 
ists to deal with the Jewish state and boost trade. 
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Clinton signals shift on Somalia 


Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton said Tuesday he 
wants a political strategy "that 
puis the affairs of Somalia hack 
m the hands of Somalis' and 
gives the United Slates and 
other nations a fixed date to 
gel out. 

The remarks signal the 
administration's shift awuv 
from the goal of capturing 
Somalian warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aidccd. stressing in- 
stead its effort to isolate him 
and create a political structure 
without him. 

"The enforcement strategy 
has not changed, but what 1 
wanted to emphasise at the 
U.N. yesterday was that there 
has to he a political strategy 
that puts the affairs of Somalia 
hack into the hands of Somalis, 
that gives every country, not 
just the United State's... a 
sense that they are rotating in 
and out." Mr. Clinton said. 

In a photo session with 
Democratic congressional 
leaders one day alter addres- 
sing the United Nations. Mr. 
Clinton said nations involved 
in peacekeeping need a “fixed 
date for their ultimate disen- 
gagement in Somalia because 
there are so many other 
peacekeeping operations in the 


world that have to he consi- 
dered." 

The New York Times re- 
ported Tuesday that the Un- 
ited States has moved away 
front its goal of capturing (ion. 
Aideed. Without confirming 
the report. White House 
spokeswoman Dec Dee Myers 
signalled a less aggressive 
approach, saying, “should the 
opportunity present itself, cer- 
tainly he would he arrested." 

Facing growing criticism 
from Congress after throe 
American soldiers were killed 
on Saturday, the administra- 
tion is trying to change the 
view that the United States is a 
combatant in the fighting.. 

“I have tried to raise the 
visibility or the urgency of get- 
ting the poiiiicoi iiuck hack on 
pace because in the end. every 
peacekeeping mission or every’ 
humanitarian mission has to 
have u date certain when it's 
over and you have to. in the 
end. 'turn' the affairs of the 
country hack over to the peo- 
ple that live there." Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

"We were not asked to go to 
Somalia to establish a "pro- 
tectorate or a trust relationship 
or to run the country, that’s 
not what we went for." he said. 

The U.N. envoy in Mnea- 
dishu said meanwhile the 


world body may take a. new 
initiative to end its conflict 
with Gen. Aideed and bring 
his dan into the political pro- 
cess. 

"What will happen now is 
that the U.N. will make an 
attempt to restart the political 
process, to grant some sort of 
reprieve, to "try to get the Habr 
Gcdir to come back to the 
negotiating table and to engage 
in a ceasefire." Ambassador 
Robert Goscnde told AFP. 

U.N. forces in Somalia have 
declared the clan leader. Gen. 
Aideed. a wanted man with a 
[trice on his head since the 
June 5 massacre of 24 Pakistani 
U.N. peacekeeping troops, 
blamed on his Somali National 
Alliance (SNA). 

But the ambassador stressed 
that Gen. Aideed "has to 
agree" to a ceasefire, along 
with the SNA. More than 50 
U.N. troops and hundreds of 
Somalis have lost their lives in 
dashes in Gen. Aideed's stron- 
ghold in the south of the Soma- 
li capital, where U.S. troops 
last week captured one of his 
top aides. 

“I think there is a chance." 
Mr. Goscnde said. “They (the 
lluhr Gcdir) are enormous|y 
concerned about their role in 
Somalia. They are enormously 
concerned that this guy 


(Aideed) is leading them to yet 
another disaster and that they 
somehow will he excluded 
from anv central role in Somali 
politics.” 

"And they don't want to 
fight their way out," he added. 

Officials in' the U.N. opera- 
tion in Somalia.' UNOSOM II. 
hud been in contact with mem- 
bers of the clan. Mr. Gosende 
said. 

"Security (in Mogadishu) 
will come buck cincc Habr 
Gcdir are back in the political 
process." he said. 

The international commun- 
ity should be prepared to 
negotiate with Gen. Aideed if 
he renounces violence, French 
Foreign Minister AJain Juppe 
said Mondy. 

He also said that despite the 
very difficult problems faced 
by the U.S.-led peacekeeping 

force in Somalia, the interna- 
tional community cannot pull 
out until an acceptable political 
solution to Somalia’s civil strife 
is devised. 

“I think it's impossible to _ 
send troops to such a difficult ’ 

U.N. intervention and then to 
say goodby," he told reporters 
in Washington. “We have to 


find a political solution before 
withdrawing all U.N. troops.” 

Mr. Juppe agreed with cri- 
tics who say the Somalia opera- 
tion's mission has not been 
weU-defuied. 

“I don’t know the solution 
... it's necessary to have ail the 
parties around the table ... we 
must look for reconciliation. 
I’m not sure the idea of killing 
Gen.-Aideed ... is (one) which 
helps solve the problem,'.’ he 
said. 

Pressed on whether Gen. 
Aideed should be brought into 
negotiations, Mr. Juppe said: 
“I think that ail political sides 
in Somalia, provided they 
accept peace and discussion 
and not violence and terror- 
ism, should be invited to dis- 
cuss the future of Somalia.” 

France has announced plans 
to withdraw its 1,100 
peacekeepers from Somalia by 
January. 

“We have 10,000 men 
abroad (in Cambodia and Bos- 
nia as well as Somalia) and it's 
too many for a country like 
France," he said. 

Even if the Somalia 
peacekeeping mission were re- 
defined, France would still 
plan to withdraw its troops, he 
added. 


Ministry says Ahali journalist’s 
detention is judiciary’s affair 


By S ana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Information Tuesday refused 
to interfere in any way on 
behalf of a Jordanian journalist 
who was detained last Sunday 
by the military prosecution on 
charges of slandering the State 
Security Court. 

Minister of Information 
Ma’n Abu Nowar told repre- 
sentatives from different local 
newspapers that he, as a mem- 
ber of the executive branch, 
would not intervene with the 
judicial branch. 

“Constitutionally, I cannot 
interfere with the judiciary and 
the courts," Dr. Abu Nowar 
said from his office at the 
ministry, and “advised" the 
journalists to do the same. 

The minister was responding 
to demands made by journal- 
ists that Dr. Abu Nowar and 
the ministry seek the release of 
detained reporter, Ramadan 
Rawashdeh, on bail, refer his 
case to the civil court, and lake 
a clear position “to protect 
freedom of press." 

Mr. Rawashdeh, a reporter 
from Al Ahali weekly, was 
arrested in front of the State 
Security Court for allegedly 
slandering the court during his 
coverage of a trial of 10 people 
accused of plotting to Kill His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

More than two dozen jour- 
nalists gathered in front of the 
Ministry of Information on 
Tuesday to express solidarity 
with and protest against their 
colleague’s detention. 

Around 15 relatives of the 
defendants in the assassination 
plot also took part in the sit-in, 
as police and plainclothes 
security men looked on. 

Women relatives of the de- 
fendants who were banned 
from attending the trial at the 
State Security Court lined the 
sidewalk in front of the minis- 
try carrying placards reading: 
“we demand the ministry's in- 
tervention in the release of 
Ramadan Rawashdeh,” and 
“the families of the Muta de- 
tainees express solidarity with 
Ramadan Rawashdeh." Five 
of the defendants in the Muta 
University case are students. 

During the sometimes he- 
ated hour-long debate, the 
ministry officials and journal- 
ists could not agree on whether 
the arrest of Mr. Rawashdeh 


was a judicial issue or an issue 
of the press. While the journal- 
ists tried to stress they were 
concerned with protection for 
the press against arrest, the 
minister insisted it was a purely 
legal matter. 

The journalists told the 
minister that the arrest of Mr. 
Rawashdeh “posed a danger- 
ous precedent to freedom of 
expression and democracy." 

“Hie case of our colleague 
has nothing to do with the 
judiciary,'' said Jamil Nimri, 
chief editor of Al Ahali. “This 
is a clear case of freedom of 
press and the need for the 
protection of journalists.” 

Mr. Nimri told the ministry 
officials that as long as Mr. 
Rawashdeh remained impris- 
oned, journalists will continue 
to peacefully protest the-move. 

Dr. Abu Nowar repeatedly 
warned the journalists, parti- 
cularly Mr. Nimri. from “thre- 
atening the democratic process 
and freedom of press enjoyed 
in the Kingdom." 

But the minister assured the 
members of the press that the 
military attorney-general had 
promised to refer Mr. Rawash- 
deh’s case to a civil court. He 
said that he had contacted the 
attorney-general and the 
minister of justice to “make 
sure no injustice is done to 
your colleague, and none is 
done against hie.” 

The military prosecutor. 
Major Mohannad Hijazi, has 
told the Jordan Times that Mr. 
Rawashdeh 's case will be refer- 
red to the civil court as soon as 
he questioned Mr. Nimri. 

Maj. Hijazi Monday charged 
Mr. Rawashdeh with “slander- 
ing the State Security Court, 
publishing news (of the trial) 
... in a manner that affects the 
judges, witnesses and public 
opinion, and violating article 
42 of the Press and Publica- 
tions Law which prohibits 
priming the transcripts of an 
ongoing security trial." 

Mr. Rawashdeh. whose 
newspaper belongs to the left- 
wing Jordan People's Demo- 
cratic Party (Hashd). was de- 
tained at the Genera! Intelli- 
gence Department (GID) for 
two months before the demo- 
cratisation process began in 
November 1989. But his cur- 
rent detention at Juweideh 
prison is an unprecedented me- 
asure against journalists by the 
State Security Court since 


democratisation was launched 
in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Nimri was sentenced for 
three years by the military 
court in 1985 for belonging to 
Hashd, which was banned al 
the time. But the party is now 
licensed along with Al Ahali 
weekly. Mr. Nimri served his 
complete sentence. 

Mr. Nimri told Dr. Abu 
Nowar Tuesday that his paper 
had not published the trans- 
cripts of the trial as other local 
papers had done. The court 
had ordered journalists not to 
write the transcripts of the 
hearings. 

Jamal Shawaheen, chief edi- 
tor of Al Maseera weekly of 
the left-wing Progressive 
Democratic Party, said in the 
meeting that the ministry was 
the concerned authority to deal 
with issues relating to the press 
and its members, not the milit- 
ary court. 

“We all agree that we should 
not interfere with court trials, • 
but this is a case of a violation 
of press freedoms,'’ said Mr. 
Shawaheen. “We cannot 
accept the detention of a jour- 
nalist in a democratic state, 
and such a move only serves 
the enemies of democracy." 
He added that if Mr. Rawasb- 
deh had violated a press law, 
then he should have been re- 
ferred to a civil court. 

Dr. Abu Nowar insisted that 
the case was a legal matter, 
and advised Al Ahali to let the 
lawyers deal with the case. 
"This state is run by the rale of 
law, and democracies have 
laws,” the minister stressed. 

Meanwhile, Maj. Hijazi told 
the Jordan Times that he re- 
ceived a letter from the Jordan 
Press Association (JPA) saying 
that Mr. Rawashdeh was not a 
“licensed" journalist — a 
member of the association. He 
said that he received the letter 
after he sent a similar letter to 
the JPA “informing them that 
a journalist was detained." 

JPA President, Suleiman 
Qudah denied that the associa- 
tion received a letter, but was 
asked to send the prosecution a 
letter that Mr. Rawashdeh was 
not a member of the JPA, 
which was sent. 

Mr. Qudah refused to com- 
ment on Mr. Rawashdeh ’ 5 
case, except to say that the 
JPA was “working in our own 
way to solve the issue.” 


Peres calls on Syria to make peace 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

“We suggest that we all 
negotiate together as equals. 
We offer a common ground 
made of mutual respect and 
mutual compromises." 

“It wasn’t simple to open the 
locked doors to peace," Mr. 
Peres said. 

“In the name of God, let 
them not be dosed again so 
that peace will be comprehen- 
sive, embracing all issues, all 
countries, all generations.’’ 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa is currently 
in New York and is due to 
address the General Assembly 
on Monday. 

Mr, Peres has taken advan- 
tage of his presence in New 
York along with many other 
foreign leaders to meet with 
representatives of countries 
which have boycotted Israel in 
the past. 

The Israeli mission 


announced that with effect 
from Wednesday. Israel was 
renewing diplomatic relations 
with Mauritius and Gabon. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said Monday he was “personal- 
ly quite hopeful” a comprehen- 
sive Middle East peace agree- 
ment will be reached before his 
first term ends in 1997. 

Mr. Clinton, who presided 
over the signing of the Israeli- 
PLO accord at the White 
House two weeks ago. talked 
about prospects for a broader 
settlement during a picture- 
taking session with Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. 

The two leaders met on the 
fringes of the General Assem- 
bly, which Mr. Clinton addres- 
sed earlier in the day. 

Asked if he expected Israel 
and all the Arab states to make 
peace before he completes his 
first four-year term as presi- 
dent in January, Mr. Ginton 
replied: “1 am personally quite 


hopeful." 

“I have always believed dur- 
ing this whole time that the 
interests and desires of the 
people in the region and the 
willingness of the leaders to 
work for peace have come into 
harmony, so 1 think we have a 
chance to make it work," he 
said. 

Clinton said his immediate 
priorities were to work to 
assure that the Israeli-PLO 
accord is implemented in a way 
that “keeps support for this 
process very high in Israel” 
and assure that Syria and 
Lebanon stay involved in the 
ongoing peace negotiations. 

While Mr. Clinton hoped for 
peace before his term ends in 
January 1997, Mr. Peres said in 
an Cable News Network on 
Monday night that peace in the 
Mideast could occur within two 
years. 


OIC to urge Islamic 
rule over Jerusalem 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The Palestine Commit- 
tee of die Organisation of die 
Islamic Conference (OIC) will 
call for efforts to implement 
U.N. resolutions opposing 
Israeli occupation and will 
stress Jerusalem must be 
brought under Palestinian and 
Islamic sovereignty, committee 
sources said. 

They said these were among 
recommendations by the six- 
member committee, which met 
privately at the United Nations 
Monday to prepare a report for 
a ministerial meeting Wednes- 
day of the 51-member OIC. 

Other recommendations, to 
be followed up in all U.N. 
bodies, include a call for an 
international programme of 
economic, cultural and social 
development for the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, due for 
Palestinian seif-rule under an 
accord signed recently by 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

Regarding Jerusalem, the 
committee will propose that 
the OIC “reiterate that Al 
Quds, and what it stands for 
nationally and religiously, re- 
mains to be a major cause for 
ail Islamic states which can 
neither be skipped nor over- 
looked,” and that the organisa- 
tion “underline the necessity to 


bring it back to Palestinian and 
Islamic sovereignty." 

The committee report will 
also urge continued backing 
for the PLO in the next phase 
of Middle East peace negotia- 
tions “so as to consolidate tire 
Palestinian authority over all 
tire occupied Palestinian terri- 
tories including Al Quds Al 
Sharif.” 

Under the recently- 
concluded accord for Palesti- 
nian self-rule, the question of 
Jerusalem was deferred until 
negotiations on the final status 
of the territories, in two years' 
time. But Israel has said it will 
not alter its position that the 
city must remain its “undivided 
capital.” 

.. The. QIC. .committee on 
Palestine consists of Guinea, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, PLO, 
Senegal and the secretary- 

g ineral of the OIC, Hamid Al 
abid. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Monday that, 
the world was beginning to get 
used to the idea of Israel's 
“sovereignty over Jerusalem.” 
“The Arabs have even 
spoken of the need to diffe- 
rentiate between religious free- 
dom in Jerusalem and the city’s 
political status," Mr. Rabin 
said on Israel radio. 


Majority of U.S. Jews 
supports creation of. 
Palestinian state 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Fifty-seven 
per cent of American Jews 
favour the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state, 
according to a survey whose 
results were released this 
week. 

An overwhelming majority 
of American Jews support both 
the mutual recognition by 
Israel and the PLO and the 
autonomy agreement, accord- 
ing to the survey released by 
the American Jewish Commit- 
tee (AJC) in New York. 

A plurality, however, be- 
lieves the PLO cannot be 
trusted "to honour its agree- 
ments and refrain from terror- 
ist activity against Israel." 

Ninety per cent of American 
Jews view mutual recognition 
as a "positive development 
from Israel's point of view.” 
Only seven per cent view it as a 
negative development, while 
three per cent "not sure." 

“The results of this study 
indicate that American Jews 
are strongly supportive of the 
Israeli government’s approach 
to the peace negotiations, in- 
cluding the mutual recog- 
nition between Israel and the 
PLO, - ' said David Harris, AJC 
executive vice president in a 
news release. 

"At the same time, howev- 
er. there remains a significant 
level of distrust of the PLO 
among American Jews. These 
results mirror those found 
within the Israeli community.” 

Asked whether they are for 
or against the Gaza/Jericho 
first plan, 74 per cent of U.S. 
Jews said "for." 13 per cent 
answered “against.” and 13 
per cent were uncertain. 

Sixty-nine per cent of U.S. 
Jews support the Palestinian 
autonomy plan as it applies to 
Gaza and 63 per cent as it 
applies to Jericho. The percen- 


tage drops to 43 when asked 
about applying it to “other 
areas in the West Bank at a 
later stage-” 

The study conducted by 
Market Facts, has a margin of 
error of plus or minus three 
percentage points. The AJC 
said a representative national 
sample of 1,009 adult Amer- 
ican Jews were interviewed by 
telephone between Sept. 20 
and 26. 

The plan for Palestinian 
autonomy “increases the 
chance for peace with the 
Arabs," according to 73 per 
cent of the people surveyed. 
Seventeen per cent said it “in- 
creases the possibility of 
another war." 

Asked whether "given the 
current situation,” they favour 
the establishment of a Palesti- 
nian state, 57 per cent said 
“favour," while 30 per cent 
were opposed. The rest were 
unsure. 

The poll showed a significant 
number of those polled do not 
believe the PLO can be 1 rested 
to honour its agreements and 
refrain from terrorist activity. 
Forty-two per cent of U.S. 
Jews believed the PLO would 
be unreliable on this issue, , 
while 34 per cent said the PLO 
can be trusted. 

Asked how much of the 
Golan Heights Israel should 
give up to reach a peace agree- 
ment with Syria, 27 per cent 
said “none of it," while 30 per 
cent said "only a small part of 
it." Twenty-nine per cent 
favoured giving up “some of 
it,” five per cent “most of h," 
and two per oent said to give it 
all up. 

Sixty-two per cent said not 
to compromise on Jerusalem as 
a united city under Israeli juris- 
diction, while 30 per cent voted 
for a compromise. 
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Deng biography 
becomes China 
besteeller ' 

PEKING (R) — My Father Den 
Xiaoping, a biography of China's 
paramount ruler written by his 
daughter, topped the bestseller 
list at the recently concluded Pek- 
ing Book Fair, the official Xinhua 
News Agency said. The book, 
which has been serialised in ma- 
jor newspapers, has been heavily 
promoted oy the official media. • 

Other best sellers at the fair were f « O 
The Diary Of Wang Dongxing. a i|j{ 1 & 
former senior Communist Party 
member, and Bailuyuan, the his- 
tory of two famous families in 
northwestern Shaanxi province. . 

Xinhua said late Monday. Wild ... . 
Swans, a personal account of life : ' 
in modem China that currently ' - 
figures on Western bestseller 
lists, is not publicly available in# -. 
China. The 672-page Deng 
biography is being marketed as : ' 
an intimate look at the family life Y 
of the 89-year-old patriarch, - 
whose only official position is "V ... 
“most honorary president" of the 
Chinese Bridge Association. 

Yeltsin father 
was also a rebel 

MOSCOW (R) — A researcher ■ 
has found evidence that President 
Boris Yeltsin’s father and uncle 
served a three-year labour camp 
sentence during Josef Stalin’s ■ 

1930s terror, ITAR-TASS News * 
Agency reported Monday. The 
report said a two-volume file on - — ' 
the case was found by Professor!* 

Alexei Litvin in the archives or\ 
the KGB security police ip 
Kazan, now the capital of the 
Republic of Tatarstan in Central i , j- - 
Russia. Mr. Yeltsin in his 1990 
autobiography referred in passing 
to his father Nikolai Yeltsin hav- 
ing suffered under Stalin but gave 
no details and made clear he was 
far closer to his mother. He also 7' 
described brutal beatings he re- ;V 
ceived as a boy from his father, a . 
former peasant who worked as a . .. 
migrant labourer on construe- 
tion sites. According to Prof. :i . . 
Litvin, the secret police fHe- Y - 
showed that Nikolai and his , . 
brother Andrian were arrested in : 

1934, when Mr. Yeltsin was three ' 
years old. They were sentenced 
by a Stalinist “troika” or sum- 
mary tribunal to three years in a 
labour camp for complaining ab- 
out the canteen food at the Kazan 
construction site where they had . . 
been working for a year and ?d) < ~ ' 
half. They and four fellow-villa- 
gers were also suspected of agitat- • . , 

mg against the sale of state bonds t 
to finance Stalin's industrialisa- vlljif | 
tion drive, and complaining about 1 1 

help given to workers who had 
fled from a 1934 right-wing coup 
in Austria. According to the files 
Nikolai Yeltsin and his brother 
refused to collaborate as infer- . 
mere with the secret police, un- 
like the other four accused. No * >1 j 
proof of their guilt was found: 


Prince Charles 
to visit N. Zealand 
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WELLINGTON (AFP) — Bri- 
tain’s Prince Charles is to make ak.y m - 
short visit to New Zealand in’ r< * 
February next year. Prime Minis- 
ter Jim Bolger said Tuesday. He ‘ - . 

said the visit, likely to be for four - . 
or five days, would follow a visit: • ■ 

to Australia. The prince was last Y.~ _ 
in New Zealand in 1983. -A 
spokeswoman for the prime -'ry. 
minister said he would be here for, V • . 
Waitangi Day, New Zealand’s . . ‘ r 
National Day, but it was not yet 
known whether he would attend 4 

the celebrations. In 1990 during 
the 150th anniversary of the Trea- t - 
ty of Waitangi signing the prince's 
mother. Queen Elizabeth JI„ Y 
attended and was hit by a wet . . 
teeshirtt thrown by a protester; .V 1 '- - :-;. 

Dutch women go on - ^ 
offensive against ; 
no-women party ^ 1 : 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch lawmakers and 
women’s groups went on the ^ 
offensive against an ultra-reli- ? •' 
gious Christian party that banned y'. : -...' 
new women members. “It’s unbe? ■’ 
lievable, absolutely out of place ' ’ 
in our time," said Mieke Van -IS-- 
Den Burg, women’s affairs ‘f u 
spokeswoman for the Labour = r . ; 

Party. Reformed Political Party Y,.\ ’ r *‘ - 
delegates at a weekend meeting 1 

in the Dutch towif of Putten ^ 
voted by a 3-1 ratio to enforce Y 
their interpretation of the Bible : . _■ 
as proscribing female partidpa- *" 

tion in politics. But the party, "■£*'* ' s 
whose 26.000 members adhere. to '-T_ '• \i. 
the Dutch Reformed Church’s iY- 
fundamentalist wing, said the 20 - J'-rC. ' • 
women now in their midst could - ' m ‘ 
stay. Ms. Van Den Burg said her 
party will call on Justice Minister. . : . ’ 

Ernst Hirech-Baltin Tuesday ■’ to j 
take legal action against the party*.; ■ * .■ 

on the grounds that it violated 
Article 1 of the Dutch constito* 
tion, which bans discrimination. /•;. ' r \ 
The no- women vote has incensed 
women’s groups, 




